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In this special edition:
• Society event on 8 August 2009 at
Lechlade on Thames, UK
• New membership setup

Dear Society Members and Friends,
We endeavor to reconnect with you, who have shown interest in the C. S. Forester Society
in the past, and hope this letter finds you well.
Please see the programme of an event to which you are heartily invited:
Date:

8 August 2009

Location:

Lechlade on Thames, Trout Inn at St. John’s Lock (exact meeting place to be
confirmed according to number of guests attending)

3 p.m.

C. S. Forester Society Meeting (members only, see Annex 3)
Discussion and vote on the proposed new setup

4 p.m.

A reading of parts of Chapters I and II of “Hornblower and the Atropos”
describing his voyage on the Thames & Severn Canal in December 1805
(see Annex 1)

Thereafter

Dinner, possibly with some dishes as served by Capitan Pellew on the
HMS Tonnant in “Hornblower and the Hotspur”.

Parallel

Boat trip – for those interested – from St. John’s Lock to the place where
the Thames & Severn Canal meets the river Thames. The vessel will be
the 27 feet Genevieve, which has served earlier already to follow
Hornblower’s escape route down the Loire in 1811 in “Flying Colours”.

Members of the Cotswold Canal Trust, the Lechlade History Society and the general public
have been invited to attend from 4 p.m. onwards too.
Please see the Registration Form (Annex 2) and be so kind to let us hear from you anyway
even if you cannot attend. On www.csforester.eu you will find any necessary update on the
programme.
We hope our invitation finds your interest, hope very much to see you at Lechlade and
remain with best regards

Lawrie Brewer

Ludwig Heuse

Jetse Reijenga

Annex 1
Hornblower and the Atropos

Dear Society Members and Friends,
Horatio Hornblower traveled, as the readers of C. S. Forester’s books know, in December
1805 as a passenger – together with his wife Maria and son – on the canal boat Queen
Charlotte from Gloucester via the Thames & Severn Canal and the Thames to London in
order to take up his new command of HMS Atropos.
My plan for this year is to follow Hornblower’s route and I therefore inspected the location.
The Cotswold Canal Trust (www.cotswoldcanals.com) had warned me in advance already
that I might not find enough water under my keel always, which proved to be just too true.
It was difficult just to find the Thames & Severn Canal which has not been used for many
years, is without water over long distances and has partly been paved over and turned into
parking lots. Such canals not any more in use do not shown on any of today’s maps.
Finally I did find it near the east end of the Sapperton Tunnel.

As you see, the canal appears a bit difficult to navigate today, but it was not easy for
Hornblower himself as this photo shows actually the first bend Hornblower had to
negotiate after having taking over the tiller of the Queen Charlotte: “And round the bend,
almost upon them, was a bridge – another of those infernal canal bridges, built for
economy, with the towpath bulging out under the arch, so that it was hard to sight for the
centre of the greatly narrowed channel. Maria was certainly saying something…..”

The point from which the route is navigable is the Round House about half a mile
upstream from Lechlade at a place called Inglesham, where the Thames & Severn Canal
meets the river Thames, which you see here on a historic photo looking from the canal
towards the river with the lock in the foreground.

Today, looking from the river towards the canal, the place looks as shown below. The
entry of the canal into the river is at the right side under the tree’s branches.

.
If you turn around, you see what Hornblower saw: “… and at last they reached Inglesham,
with Lechlade church steeple (see arrow) in view ahead…”.

All those interested to hear some more about Hornblower’s canal voyage are invited to
come at 8 August 2009 to the Trout Inn about half a mile downstream from Lechlade at the
St. Johns Lock, the first of about 45 locks down to London. The location will be confirmed

on our website according to the number of guests registering. On a historic photo the Trout
Inn looks like this.

This is how it looks today. We might meet in the garden or in the cottage next to the big
tree.

For the history of Lechlade you might have a look at
www.lechladeonthames.co.uk/clubs_and_societies_details.php?id=41
Listening to the narrative of “Hornblower at the Atropos” and seeing St. John’s Lock, you
will note, as in other Hornblower novels, that historic and geographical facts are massaged
a bit to serve the story. References will also be made to other publications dealing with
related issues and on some facts concerning the history and economy of the Thames &
Severn Canal.
I look forward to a lively discussion afterwards and any useful hints before I will start with
the Genevieve for London. Actually I have a question, the Whitehall Steps mentioned in
the Atropos, do they still exist?
I hope to see and remain with
my best regards
Ludwig

