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Introduction 
 

During the course of Hornblower’s career as a naval officer, he would have sailed   
throughout most of the world. Maps in C S Forester’s book, “The Hornblower Companion”, 
show the extent of his travels. There are thirty maps in this work covering England and many 
parts of Europe including the Mediterranean and the Baltic. The maps also show 
Hornblower’s voyages in the English Channel and across to the Caribbean and down to Cape 
Horn and then up to the Pacific coast of Central America. However, he never sailed further 
east to the Orient. Mr Forester did point out that, coincidentally, the locations visited by 
Hornblower “were the only waters with which Hornblower’s biographer was familiar while 
writing about the closing years of the Napoleonic Wars”.  The Hornblower books show the 
great extent of Mr Forester’s research into, and general reading around, the history of this 
time and its immediate aftermath. However, this research is lightly applied and it does not 
prevent the reading and re-reading of the books from being anything but immensely 
enjoyable. The heavy scholarship so apparent by some writers of the same genre does not 
show.     

The purpose of this publication is to provide a background to all the 750 or so places named 
in the Hornblower books. Hornblower might never have visited all these locations but C S 
Forester named them by way of coverage and reference to what Hornblower was actually 
doing at the time. This article complements two other works published by the C S Forester 
Society, namely “Names from Hornblower” and “Names of Ships from the Hornblower 
Books”. The three publications taken together will show what people had a connection with 
Hornblower, the location of any such connection and, where relevant, what ships were 
involved. In other words, they are a quick reference guide for all people, places and ships 
associated with Hornblower. 
 
The place names listed below are grouped under three main headings:  
 
 -Britain including Ireland,  
 -Europe and the Near East, 
 -The Americas and the Rest of the World. 
 
At the end of the description of each place name, a three-letter code indicates the 
Hornblower book from which the reference is taken, for example: MID for “Mr Midshipman 
Hornblower” or HWI for “Hornblower in the West Indies”. The spelling of each place name is 
the one used by C S Forester although modern-day versions are also shown where 
appropriate. 
 

John W Maunder. 
December 2020. 
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The Hornblower Books: (in order of his career progression) 
MID: Mr Midshipman Hornblower          Published 1952 
LTH: Lieutenant Hornblower     1952 
HOT: Hornblower and the Hotspur    1962 
CRS: Hornblower and the Crisis    1967 
ATR: Hornblower and the Atropos    1953 
HAP: The Happy Return     1937 
SOL: A Ship of the Line     1938 
FLY: Flying Colours      1938 
COM: The Commodore     1945 
LDH: Lord Hornblower     1946 
HWI: Hornblower in the West Indies   1958 
OMT: Hornblower One More Time                1976 
CPN: The Hornblower Companion                1964 
 
Books with Individual chapter titles: 
Mr Midshipman Hornblower: (10 chapters) 
 The Even Chance    MID-EC 

The Cargo of Rice            -CR 
The Penalty of Failure             -PF 
The Man Who Felt Queer           -MQ 
The Man Who Saw God            -MG 
The Frogs and the Lobsters            -FL 
The Spanish Galleys             -SG 
The Examination for Lieutenant            -EL 
Noah’s Ark              -NA 
The Duchess and the Devil            -DD 
 

Hornblower and the Crisis: (3 sections) 
 Hornblower and the Crisis (unfinished novel)   CRS  
 Hornblower and the Widow McCool    CRS-WM 
 The Last Encounter      CRS-LE 
 
Hornblower in the West Indies: (5 chapters) 
 St Elizabeth of Hungary    HWI-EH 
 The Star of the South            -SS 
 The Bewildered Pirates            -BP 
 The Guns of Carabobo            -GC 
 The Hurricane             -HU 
 
Hornblower-One More Time: (the “missing” three short stories) 
 Hornblower and the Hand of Destiny  OMT-HD 
 Hornblower’s Charitable Offering           -CO 
 Hornblower and His Majesty           -HM 
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Timeline of Hornblower’s Career 
 

June 1794 to March 1798  Mr Midshipman Hornblower (MID) 

October 1796 to December 1796 The Hand of Destiny (OMT-HD) 

May 1800 to March 1803  Lieutenant Hornblower (LTH) 

Late 1800    Hornblower and the Widow McCool (CRS-WM) 

April 1803 to July 1805  Hornblower and the Hotspur (HOT) 

August 1805 to December 1805 Hornblower and the Crisis (CRS) 

December 1805 to January 1808 Hornblower and the Atropos (ATR) 

June 1808 to October 1809  The Happy Return (HAP) 

May 1810 to October 1810  A Ship of the Line (SOL) 

June 1810    Hornblower’s Charitable Offering (OMT-CO) 

November 1810 to June 1811 Flying Colours (FLY) 

May 1812 to October 1812  The Commodore (COM) 

1813     Hornblower and His Majesty (OMT-HM)  

October 1813 to May 1815  Lord Hornblower (LDH) 

1819     The Point and the Edge (CPN) 

May 1821 to October 1823  Hornblower in the West Indies (HWI) 

1848     The Last Encounter (CRS-LE)  

 

(It is generally accepted that Hornblower’s date of birth was 4th July 1776). 
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Maps shown in “The Hornblower Companion”  
“The Hornblower Companion” is a separate book written by C S Forester. It includes thirty 
maps, with narrative attached, providing much helpful information to accompany the text of 
each biographical volume and giving a much clearer illustration of the geography of each 
area.  

Map 1 - All Books (except CRS): A general map of all Hornblower’s travels from June 1794 
to October 1823. This covers the Thames and the English Channel and the Mediterranean, 
Baltic, Atlantic, West Indies and the Pacific coast of Central and South America. 

Map 2 - MID: Bay of Biscay, June 1794. 

Map 3 – MID: The Gironde, September 1794. 

Map 4 – MID: The Beach at Muzillac, 20th July 1795. 

Map 5 – MID: Straits of Gibraltar, January 1796 and March 1796. 

Map 6 – MID: The Cruise of the Caroline, July 1796. 

Map 7 – MID: El Ferrol, November 1797. 

Map 8 – LTH: Santo Domingo, June to August 1800. 

Map 9 – LTH: The Gulf of Samana, July 1800. 

Map 10 – LTH: The Caribbean, July 1800. 

Map 11 – HOT: Approaches to Brest, April 1803 to July 1805. 

Map 12 – HOT: Hotspur’s Track to Tor Bay, October 1803. 

Map 13 – HOT: Patrol Area of Moore’s Squadron off Cape St Vincent, September 1804. 

Map 14 – ATR: Gloucester to Deptford, October 1805. 

Map 15 – ATR: The Thames, Deptford to Westminster, January 1806. 

Map 16 – ATR: The Downs, May 1806. 

Map 17 – ATR: The Mediterranean, July 1806 to January 1808. 

Map 18 – ATR: Marmorice Bay, March 1807. 

Map 19 – HAP: Pacific Coast of Central America, June to August 1808. 

Map 20 – HAP: Gulf of Fonseca, June 1808. 

Map 21 – HAP: First Engagement between Lydia and Natividad, 20th July 1808.  

Map 22 – HAP: Second Engagement between Lydia and Natividad, 21st July 1808. 

Map 23 – SOL and FLY: General Map of Hornblower’s Operations, May 1810 to June 1811. 

Map 24 – SOL: East Coast of Spain and South Coast of France, July to October 1810. 
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Map 25 – COM: The Baltic, May to July 1812. 

Map 26 – COM: Bomb Vessels off Rugen, May 1812. 

Map 27 – COM: Action of the Boats in the Gulf of Danzig, June 1812. 

Map 28 – COM: Riga, July to October 1812. 

Map 29 – LDH: Normandy, October 1813 to May 1814. 

Map 30 – HWI: General map of the West Indies, May 1821 to October 1823. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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British Place Names in the Hornblower Books: 
Admiralty: 
The Admiralty building “at the other end of Whitehall” in London was where Hornblower 
went to meet Mr Marsden, the Secretary to the Lords of the Admiralty. His room 
overlooked Horse Guards Parade. (CRS) 
It was to the Admiralty that Nelson’s body was taken before his burial at St Paul’s in January 
1806. Hornblower was responsible for the carriage of the body by river from Greenwich to 
Whitehall Steps for “its next temporary resting place at the Admiralty”. (ATR) 
Before Hornblower took his squadron to the Baltic, the Admiralty and the Foreign Office and 
the Treasury had all briefed him as much as they were able to about the diplomatic 
complexity covering the Russians, Swedes, the French and other countries in that area at 
the time. See briefing under Baltic. (COM) 
Hornblower received a briefing from Admiral Lord St Vincent at the Admiralty before he set 
off to the Bay of the Seine to deal with the mutiny on HMS Flame. (As a matter of interest 
for members of the C S Forester Society, Lord St Vincent was able to see the wind direction by 
“glancing up at the dial which repeated the indications of the weathervane on the Admiralty 
roof”.  The Society held one of its AGM’s in recent years in this very room with the direction 
repeater, albeit not working, still on the wall). (LDH) 
 
Albion:  
Albion is an ancient name for Great Britain. Hornblower’s biographer used the name in the 
context of French propaganda describing Hornblower as “a traitorous servant of perfidious 
Albion”. (FLY) 
 
Andover: 
Hornblower stayed in an inn in Andover in the county of Hampshire in southern England on 
his journey to Portsmouth “as a child” to start his career in the Royal Navy. He was 
reminded of this because of the similarity of his feeling of “fear of a sudden and drastic 
change to something completely unknown” as he travelled under escort from Spain to Paris 
for trial and likely execution. (FLY) 
 
Angel: 
The Angel Inn in Plymouth was where Hornblower and Maria dined with Lady Barbara and 
her husband, Rear Admiral Leighton, on 5th May 1810. (SOL) 
 
Beachy Head: See under Newhaven. (OMT-HM) 
 
Bedlam: 
The word “Bedlam” was a short way of referring to Bethlehem Hospital in London. It was a 
psychiatric hospital but it was infamous for allowing the public to witness shows of madness 
from its unfortunate inmates.  Hornblower’s biographer used the word to describe a rough 
anchorage for ships in the Vilaine Estuary in Brittany. “These waters, sheltered though they 
were, were a Bedlam of conflicting currents that could make a choppy sea even in a calm”. 
(MID-FL) 
On HMS Atropos, Hornblower once criticised someone for writing nonsense, asking him 
“would anyone out of Bedlam say a thing like that?” (ATR) 
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Just before an action to attack and take some small French vessels as prizes, Hornblower 
ordered his men on the maindeck to be silent because “it sounds like Bedlam turned loose”. 
(SOL) 
 
Bembridge: 
The non-mutineers of HMS Flame were set free in a ship’s boat and made it across the 
Channel to Bembridge on the Isle of Wight. The naval commander there promptly locked up 
“the master’s mate and the hands” and sent them off to Calcutta to prevent news of the 
mutiny getting out to the fleet. See under Seine. (LDH) 
 
Bermondsey: See under Greenwich. (ATR) 
 
Berry Head: 
See reference under Bolt Head. (HOT) 
Berry Head is a coastal headland forming the south end of Tor Bay. See under Brixham. It 
was near this location that the body of the executed Irish rebel, McCool, was “cast overside 
without ceremony or prayer”. (CRS-WM) 
 
Bishop’s Palace:  
Situated on the Thames at Fulham, Hornblower and Maria were able to see part of it as they 
travelled on the river from Brentford down to Deptford. See under London. (ATR)  
 
Blackheath: 
The river-borne part of Nelson’s funeral procession started from Greenwich Pier and the 
Blackheath Militia guarded the area in and around Greenwich for this occasion. (ATR) 
 
Blackstones :  
On the coast of Devon, this landmark is not to be confused with the Black Stones near Brest. 
See under Bolt Head. (HOT) 
 
Bolt Head: 
Bolt Head is a headland on the south coast of Devon in England. When severe gales blew 
Hornblower and HMS Hotspur up-channel to rendezvous with the Channel Fleet in Tor Bay, 
their first land sighting was Bolt Head followed by Start Point and the Newstone and the 
Blackstones and then Berry Head before finally reaching into Tor Bay. (HOT) 
 
Bond Street: 
129 Bond Street, London, was the address of Lady Barbara’s town residence. She wrote to 
Hornblower from it on 3rd June 1811 to welcome him home from France and to inform him 
that she had the care of his new son, Richard. Hornblower later called on her at this house. 
(FLY) 
By April 1812, Hornblower and Barbara’s country home was at Smallbridge while their town 
residence was in Bond Street. (COM) 
Lady Barbara returned to Bond Street after Lord St Vincent had called Hornblower out of the 
service at Westminster Abbey. See under Westminster Abbey. (LDH) 
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Bow Street: 
This refers to the street in London where an early policing and criminal investigation service 
had existed since the mid eighteenth century. (CRS) 
 
Bradford: 
In 1821, when the millionaire Mr Charles Ramsbottom visited Hornblower in Jamaica, he 
had by then made his fortune in Bradford. This Yorkshire mill town produced clothing for 
the army among other wool-based products. (HWI-GC) 
 
Brentford: 
Brentford, on the Thames to the west of London, was where Hornblower’s canal boat 
journey from Gloucester to London ended when he transferred to a wherry to travel 
through the “whole extent of London” to reach Deptford and his new ship, HMS Atropos.  
The trip down river to Deptford allowed Hornblower and Maria the opportunity to see Kew, 
the Bishop’s Pace, Westminster, Whitehall Steps and the Strand. This was followed by a 
view of St Paul’s and the City of London, London Bridge, the Tower of London and the Pool 
of London. See under reference to London. (ATR) 
 
Britain (or British Isles): 
In 1821, “the British public was turning a kindly eye on the struggle for liberty that was 
being waged in every corner of the world”. For Hornblower, this sentiment caused him a 
feeling of uncertainty in his dealings with the Spanish authorities in Venezuela and the 
republican insurgents being led by Bolivar. See under Albion and England and Venezuela. 
(HWI-GC)  
 
Brixham: 
Brixham is a small coastal town in South Devon and situated in Tor Bay. When the Channel 
Fleet took shelter from the “roaring westerly gales”, Brixham, together with Torquay, was 
used by boats from the fleet “to return with letters and fresh water”. Hornblower, then a 
newly promoted lieutenant on HMS Renown, was there in Tor Bay as part of the “nineteen 
ships of the line and seven frigates” when the deserter and Irish rebel, Barry McCool, was 
court martialled and hung. (CRS-WM) 
As the weather beaten Hotspur entered Tor Bay, she first had “to claw her way in towards 
Brixham pier”. See under Bolt Head and Tor Bay. From the Hotspur’s anchorage, her crew 
could gaze at Brixham and Brixham Pier “like so many Tantaluses” at the women looking 
back at the ships for their men. The crew could also see “bullocks and sheep and swine” 
being “slaughtered and dressed on the waterfront” before being supplied to the anchored 
fleet while they also took on much needed water. Maria had travelled from Plymouth to try 
to see Hornblower and he could see her using his telescope standing on Brixham Pier. He 
sent her a brief note but that was as near as he could get to her during his ship’s very brief 
stay in Tor Bay. (HOT) 
 
Broad Street, Portsmouth: 
While Hornblower and Bush were ashore during parts of 1802 and 1803 and waiting for a 
posting to a new ship, they used an eating-house in Broad Street. It was run “as might be 
expected, by a wooden-legged sailor”. Here they could dine on “a fourpenny ordinary. 
Sixpence with pudding”. (LTH)  
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Bull Point: See under Plymouth. (SOL) 
 
Caerphilly:  
This is an area in South Wales famous for the cheese of the same name. For its significance 
for Hornblower, see under Cheshire and Wensleydale. (HOT) 
 
Camborne: See under Plymouth. (SOL) 
 
Casquets:  
The Casquets are a group of rocks lying north west of Alderney in the Channel Islands. See 
under Start. (HOT) 
 
Catwater: 
The Catwater, or as seen in a Hornblower biography, “atwater”, is a part of Plymouth Sound. 
The reference is from the “Naval Chronicle” and it told the story of the death by drowning of 
two fishermen. (LTH)    
 
Cawsand Bay: 
Hornblower overheard a discussion about prize money when Captain Andrews of HMS Flora 
was telling someone that fifteen pounds a man was paid to his “Jacks” when “we were in 
Cawsand Bay ready to sail”. This meant that on the Channel Fleet’s return to Plymouth, the 
spending of this money would lead to “lively times”.  At the time, Hornblower was at a 
dinner held on HMS Tonnant.  (HOT) 
Cawsand Bay is located on the outer western side of Plymouth Sound. It was here that 
Hornblower in the Sutherland joined HMS Pluto and HMS Caligula to begin escorting a 
convoy of East Indiamen and other transport ships down to the Bay of Biscay and on to Cape 
St Vincent. (SOL) 
 
Chancery Lane: 
Hornblower received a letter of good news from a lawyer from this part of London where 
many lawyers practiced. Acting on behalf of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the 
lawyer was able to tell Hornblower about the extent of the prize money that he had so far 
accumulated. His most recent prize money had come from his seizure of the Witch of Endor, 
worth £2400 to him. (FLY) 
 
Channel (or English Channel): 
In 1803, Admiral Sir William Cornwallis commanded the Channel Fleet. One ship under his 
orders was Hornblower’s HMS Hotspur. Along the Channel Coast in France in the same year, 
Bonaparte had two hundred thousand men “collecting in the Channel ports, from St Malo to 
Ostend” preparing for an invasion of England. This army was “poised within thirty miles of 
the Kentish beaches”. (HOT) 
When Hornblower saw a line of pelicans flying past his ship in Fonseca Bay in Central 
America, their rigid formation reminded him of “the Channel Fleet at drill”. (HAP) 
Hornblower was briefly the commander of HMS Augusta, the Royal Yacht, when he was 
required to take George III and his entourage for a short overnight sail in the English 
Channel. The voyage was supposed to be for the King’s health. (OMT-HM) 
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Cheapside: 
Cheapside was the road in London where Mr Dorsey at the Admiralty had gone to obtain 
reproduction Napoleonic seals on the document recovered by Hornblower from the 
captured French brig, Guepe. They were “the new seals of the new Empire” and therefore of 
great value for the forging of any letter purporting to come from Bonaparte. Also on the 
captured document was the superscription “Palais des Tuileries” apparently indicating 
another change in the Napoleonic style for written communications originating from Paris.   
(CRS) 
 
Cheddar: 
This region in the county of Somerset is very famous for its cheese. Hornblower’s biographer 
describes him eating this as part of his breakfast with Bush at a table set up on the 
quarterdeck of the Nonsuch. They also ate smoked mutton ham from Exmoor and a Stilton 
cheese. (COM) 
 
Cheshire:  
This is a county in the north of England from where Red Cheshire cheese comes. See under 
Wensleydale and Caerphilly for its significance to Hornblower. (HOT) 
 
Chichester: 
The city of Chichester in Sussex was where Bush lived at home in a cottage with his three 
sisters when on shore leave. While on half pay in 1802 and 1803, he would travel to 
Portsmouth by carrier’s waggon in order to collect his monthly payment. He also met 
Hornblower on these trips. (LTH) 
 
Citadel: 
The Citadel is a large fortification in Plymouth on the seafront overlooking the Sound. When   
Captain Moore’s squadron brought the captured Spanish treasure into Plymouth, it was 
taken up to the Citadel for safe holding until it was escorted to London. (HOT)  
 
Coach and Horses Inn, Smallbridge. 
The ostler from this inn was also a fiddle player and he provided the music at the welcoming 
ceremony held by the locals of Smallbridge for Hornblower, their new squire. (COM) 
 
Cotswolds: 
The Cotwolds are an area of western England and it includes the county of Gloucestershire. 
It was from Gloucester that Hornblower and Maria and “little Horatio” travelled by canal 
boat to London on the Thames and Severn Canal. (ATR) 
 
Court of St James: 
After the conclusion of Nelson’s funeral, Hornblower accompanied Admiral Lord St Vincent, 
the First Lord of the Admiralty, to the Court of St James to be presented to the King (George 
III). This palace was then the official residence of the British Monarchy. (ATR) 
 
Cremyll: See under Plymouth. (SOL) 
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Deal: 
The town of Deal is on the coast in Kent and the nearby Downs was an offshore anchorage 
used by shipping usually waiting for the right wind. See under Downs. (ATR)  
When Barbara went to see Hornblower leave for the Baltic, she went with him to what his 
biographer referred to as Upper Deal or the town of Deal. HMS Nonsuch was waiting for him 
at anchor nearby in the Downs. The lugger that took them out to the ship was one of “a 
dozen Deal luggers” Hornblower had noticed at a jetty. (COM)  
 
Deptford: 
See Map 14 in “The Hornblower Companion” for an overview of Hornblower’s journey in 
December 1805 from Gloucester to Deptford. The purpose of the journey was to allow him 
to join his new ship, HMS Atropos, then fitting out on the Thames in Deptford. Hornblower 
landed at Deptford Hard, not far from Deptford Creek. The crew of HMS Atropos needed the 
assistance and co-operation of the Victualling Yard at Deptford Dockyard for her fitting out. 
See also under George Inn at Deptford. Later in the Mediterranean, Hornblower took note 
of an intelligent signal rating, “lately a City apprentice who had come hurriedly aboard at 
Deptford to avoid something worse in civilian life”.  (ATR) 
 
Devil’s Point: See under Plymouth. (SOL) 
 
Devil’s Punch Bowl: See under (The) Portsmouth Road. (FLY) 
 
Devon (or Devonshire): 
Devon is a county in the south west of England with Plymouth one of its towns. When 
Hornblower and Maria dined at the Angel Inn in Plymouth, they were greeted by “a jolly 
Devon servant maid”. Later, the landlord of this inn was said to serve “a mutton ham such as 
one finds only in Devonshire”. (SOL) 
 
Dockyard Point: See under Plymouth. (SOL) 
 
Dogger Bank: 
The Dogger Bank is a large sandbank in the North Sea famous as a fishing ground partly 
because of its shoals that attracted the fish. While Hornblower and HMS Nonsuch were in 
the Baltic Sea feeling their way through a thick sea mist, Bush exclaimed that “we might as 
well be a Dogger Bank trawler, nosing our way about with the lead”. (COM) 
 
Dover: 
Dover was the hypothetical location selected by one of his examiners for a question in 
Hornblower’s examination for lieutenant. His hesitation in answering the question put to 
him led to the response that “with Dover cliffs under your lee, you are in serious trouble, 
Mr-ah-Hornblower”. (MID-EL) 
The port of Dover in Kent was where a desperate Prince Louis Napoleon Bonaparte was 
trying to reach when a landslide caused by very heavy rain held up his train. He was 
travelling urgently from London to reach Paris in the spring of 1848 to stand in elections. 
This man happened to find Hornblower’s country residence at Smallbridge as he came away 
from the blocked railway line to ask for assistance in “The Last Encounter”. (CRS-LE) 
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Downing Street: 
Number 10 Downing Street was where Hookham Frere took Hornblower for a brief and 
unimpressive meeting with the then Prime Minister, Spencer Perceval. (FLY) 
The use of the words “Downing Street” usually means a reference to the Prime Minister of 
the day in residence there. (COM) (LDH)  
 
Downs (The Downs): 
When Hornblower was given command of HMS Retribution, formerly La Gaditana, a Spanish 
privateer taken as a prize, his first task was to escort a convoy from Jamaica back to England 
to the Downs. See under Downs. (LTH) 
Map 16 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the position of HMS Atropos at anchor in 
the Downs when the quick thinking and direct action of Hornblower led to the recovery of a 
captured British ship, the Amelia Jane, and the taking of a French privateer, the Vengeance, 
in thick fog. An oar floating by in the sea with its number, a crossed   “7”, aroused 
Hornblower’s curiosity. He reflected that such a number written in its continental fashion 
could have come from another ship in the anchorage, from “Danes and Swedes and 
Norwegians, Russians, and Prussians, at sea, either neutrals in the war or allies of England”. 
But it could have come from a Frenchman or a Dutchman, an enemy.  See also under Deal. 
(ATR) 
 
Downs (The North Downs and the South Downs):  
Hornblower’s home at Smallbridge in Kent looked out on the “massive curves of the (North) 
Downs. (COM) 
The North and South Downs are two ridges of low hills stretching from Surrey or Hampshire 
in the west over to Kent or East Sussex in the east. See under Guildford and Smallbridge. 
(LDH) 
 
Drake’s Island: Situated in Plymouth Sound, see under Plymouth. (SOL) 

Driver’s Alley:  
This was the street where the Hornblowers had lodgings when the family lived in Plymouth. 
At the time, Hornblower commanded the Hotspur as a member of the Channel Fleet. He 
thought that the area was such that no “washing could be hung out of doors unwatched”. 
(HOT)  
See under Plymouth.  (CRS)  
 
Drury Lane: 
When Hornblower was in the city of Oran in North Africa with Mr Tapling of the diplomatic 
service, the probably homesick Tapling said that he “would rather see Drury Lane (in 
London) on a Saturday night” than the Gulf of Oran “lovely on the blue and silver surface” 
with HMS Indefatigable anchored there in the background. (MID-NA) 
Drury Lane is in London’s theatre district. The so-called Duchess of Wharfdale was in reality 
Kitty Cobham, an actress. She later sent a very pleasant letter to Hornblower, then a 
prisoner in a Spanish fortress in Ferrol, in which she mentioned that a newly found friend of 
hers was an admiral. He was “a shareholder in Drury Lane” who had demanded a part for 
her from “Sherry”, (Richard Sheridan, a famous English playwright and theatre owner). 
(MID-DD) 
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Dublin: 
As part of the deal made between Hornblower and the Irish rebel, McCool, before his 
execution on HMS Renown, Hornblower sought to find a coaster sailing from Brixham to 
Dublin to carry McCool’s chest there to his “widow”. (CRS-WM) 
With her background as a sister of the Wellesley brothers, Lady Barbara “could chatter 
about the frivolities of the Vice-Regal court at Dublin”. (HAP)  
 
Eddystone: 
The Eddystone or Eddystone Rock, lies some nine miles out to sea from Rame Head, near 
Plymouth. It has always been regarded as both a dangerous hazard but also as a navigation 
point for shipping nearing or leaving Plymouth. See under Plymouth. (MID-FL) 
On HMS Renown, once a fall down a hatchway had incapacitated Captain Sawyer, the ship’s 
officers could start drilling and working to pull the crew together, something they “had been 
itching to do from the moment they had left the Eddystone behind”. (LTH) 
Shortly after the Sutherland had left Plymouth on her way to Gibraltar, Hornblower sighted 
the Eddystone rock. (SOL) 
 
England (or the English): 
Hornblower’s biographer used the name of England more or less interchangeably with that 
of Britain when he was referring to places in the countries of England, Wales, Scotland and 
Ireland. Occasionally he referred to people in the Hornblower books as particularly Welsh, 
Scottish or Irish when he was giving more background to any character. See also under 
Britain. (SOL)  
Similarly, there was a reference by French propaganda to “English lies” or English gold” 
following the capture of HMS Sutherland in Rosas Bay. (FLY) 
 
Esher: See under (The) Portsmouth Road. (FLY) 
 
Exmoor: An agricultural area of Devon. See under Cheddar. (COM)  
 
Fisher’s Nose: 
After serving on HMS Renown, Henry Wellard, as a midshipman, drowned while he was an 
officer on the Revenue cutter, Rapid. His jolly boat “was swept by the ebb tide athwart the 
hawse of a merchantman anchored off Fisher’s Nose, and capsized”. Fisher’s Nose is the site 
of an old Tudor artillery fort in Plymouth Sound. (LTH) 
 
Fladong’s:  
Fladong’s Hotel in Oxford Street was a hotel and coffee house popular with naval officers. 
However, Hornblower did not want to go there at the end of a very full day that had already 
included his court martial, a journey from Portsmouth to London, meetings at 10 Downing 
Street and the War Office and attending the Palace where he was knighted. (FLY) 
 
Foreland:  
As HMS Hotspur left Portsmouth, Hornblower asked his sailing master, Mr Prowse, to “set a 
course to weather the Foreland”. This is the easternmost point on the Isle of Wight and 
passing it puts a ship out into the Channel. (HOT) 
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George Inn, Deptford: 
The George Inn in Deptford was where Hornblower, Maria and “little Horatio” lodged while 
he was getting the Atropos ready to sail and also organising Nelson’s river-borne funeral 
procession. The Hornblowers’ second child, Maria, was born at this inn in January 1806. 
(ATR) 
 
George Inn, Portsmouth: 
This was another inn mentioned in the story about the duel that Hornblower was preparing 
to fight. See also under the Lamb Inn. (MID-EC) 
Hornblower and Maria held their wedding breakfast here. See under High Street. The inn 
was clearly an old establishment because Hornblower thought that the old woman serving 
them could have been there in the days of Boscawen (1711-1761) and Hawke (1705-1781). 
(HOT) 
The George Inn was where Hornblower and Lady Barbara stayed when he visited 
Portsmouth to dine with Lord Exmouth (Pellew) on his flagship. (CPN)  
 
Gloucester/Gloucestershire:  
In late 1805, Hornblower travelled by fast canal boat from Gloucestershire to London on the 
Thames and Severn Canal to join his new ship, HMS Atropos. His biographer never said why 
he was in this county in the first place. (ATR) 
 
Golden Cross Inn, London: 
Hornblower stayed at this hostelry in April 1812 when he travelled to London from 
Smallbridge for a briefing at the Admiralty. The landlord gingerly requested him to cease his 
nocturnal “thinking” walks following a request from the guest in the room below. (COM) 
 
Goodwins: 
The Goodwin Sands is a constantly shifting sandbank six miles off the coast from Deal in 
Kent. When Hornblower arrived at Deal to leave for the Baltic, the captain of the lugger 
taking him out to the Nonsuch assured him that “you’ll be able to weather the Goodwins” 
with the wind then blowing. (COM) 
 
Gosport Hard: 
Gosport Hard is across the water from Portsmouth. Bush mentioned it to Hornblower when 
they were talking about the prospect of intercepting a Spanish treasure fleet (or flota) that 
was at sea and sailing towards Cadiz. 1n 1799, “some of our Jacks when they got their prize 
money bought gold watches an’ fried ‘em on Gosport Hard, just to show how rich they 
were”. (HOT) 
 
Greenwich: 
In January 1806, Hornblower was very much involved in the arrangements for Nelson’s 
river-borne funeral procession. It was to begin at Greenwich and then proceed up river to 
Whitehall Steps. A naval guard of honour would then then escort the body to the Admiralty 
“to lie there for the night before the final procession to St Paul’s”.  See also reference under 
Nore. Map 15 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the route of this procession. 
Greenwich was the location of the Royal Naval Hospital. Before the start of the procession, 
Hornblower took a hurried breakfast in the famous “Painted Hall at Greenwich”. The 
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procession was rowed up river passing the Isle of Dogs, Bermondsey, the Tower of London, 
London Bridge and passing near to the Strand and Somerset House. Surrey is the county on 
the south side of the river. (ATR) 
 
Guernsey: 
For the raid on the French telegraph station at Petit Minou, Hornblower needed someone 
who spoke French “exactly like a Frenchman”. That man was Lieutenant Cotard from HMS 
Marlborough. “He’s a Guernsey man”. Brought up in one of the Channel Islands and 
therefore close to the French coast, he “always spoke it as a child”. (HOT) 
 
Guildford:  
See under (The) Portsmouth Road. (FLY) 
Hornblower travelled from Smallbridge to Portsmouth in October 1813 in “the chaise with 
Brown beside him….skirting the autumnal Downs to Guildford” and then down the 
Portsmouth Road. Guildford is a town in southern England in the county of Surrey. (LDH)  
 
Halfpenny Gate Bridge: 
Hornblower crossed this toll bridge, situated in Plymouth, so that he could hire a boat to 
take him to the Sutherland lying at her moorings up the Hamoaze. See also under Plymouth. 
(SOL) 
 
Hamoaze: 
The Hamoaze was where HMS Renown lay at anchor when Lieutenant Bush joined her in 
1800. He reported first to the officer of the watch who was Hornblower. This was the first 
meeting of these two men. The ship was preparing for service on the West Indian station. 
(LTH) 
The Hamoaze is a tidal stretch of the River Tamar in Plymouth and flows past Devonport 
Dockyard. As the Renown was laying in the Hamoaze getting ready for her voyage to the 
West Indies, Hornblower learnt that the “widow McCool” did not exist but had been a ruse 
by the Irish rebel, McCool, to trick Hornblower into sending a sea chest to an address in 
Dublin. (CRS-WM) 
At the time that HMS Sutherland is first seen getting ready to commission, she was in 
Plymouth and lying at her moorings off Bull Point on the river Tamar or the Hamoaze. See 
other references under Plymouth. (SOL)  
 
Hampton Court: 
When an ailing and exhausted Hornblower collapsed at the end of the siege of Riga, he 
started to hallucinate and thought he could hear a Thames boatman singing “row, row, row 
you together to Hampton Court”. Presumably, he and Barbara had been rowed up the river 
on a day out together from London when newly married. Hampton Court Palace is situated 
on the Thames about twelve miles up river from central London. It was probably already an 
attractive place to visit in Hornblower’s time. (COM) 
 
High Street, Portsmouth: 
After Hornblower and Maria’s wedding ceremony, Bush had arranged for fifty men from the 
Hotspur to form an honour guard and then to pull “a horseless post-chaise” away from the 
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church and “round the corner into the High Street” as they headed for the George Inn for 
the wedding breakfast. (HOT) 
 
Highbury Street, Portsmouth: 
Highbury Street was the road in which Hornblower had his lodgings while he was ashore and 
without a posting. This was during part of 1802 and 1803 during the cessation of hostilities 
following the “Treaty of Amiens”. The house he was staying in was the home of Maria 
Mason, his future wife and her mother, the unpleasant Mrs Mason. See also under 
Southsea. (LTH) 
 
Holyrood: 
As Hornblower witnessed the less than well-received arrival back on French soil of a 
member of the Bourbon family at Le Havre, he reflected that “the Young Pretender’s 
reception at Holyrood must have been full of similar undercurrents”. This is a reference to 
Bonnie Prince Charlie’s brief return to Edinburgh in 1745.  (LDH) 
 
Horndean: 
Hornblower’s post-chaise changed horses at Horndean, a village in Hampshire and a staging 
post on the London to Portsmouth Road, “sixty miles from London”. See under (The) 
Portsmouth Road. (FLY) 
 
Horse Guards Parade: See under (the) Admiralty. (CRS) 
 
House of Commons: 
The British Parliament sat in the House of Commons in London. As a preliminary to the 
cessation of the short-lived end of hostilities with France, an announcement was made 
there on 8th March 1803 that “additional measures of precaution for the security” of the 
country were to be taken. This meant that the Royal Navy was to be placed back on a war 
footing after the Amiens Treaty in 1802. It of course also meant that both Hornblower and 
Bush would be going back to sea. (LTH) 
 
House of Lords: 
Lord St Vincent had said in the House of Lords regarding the French army, “I do not say they 
cannot come, I only say they cannot come by sea”. See under Boulogne and Ostend. (HOT) 
 
Inglesham: 
Inglesham Lock lies on the upper reach of the River Thames above the town of Lechlade. It 
was where Hornblower’s journey to London on the Thames and Severn Canal ended and 
then continued on the River Thames. See under Lechlade. (ATR) 
 
Ireland: 
When the Hotspur intercepted several French transport ships, (frigates with their guns 
removed for use as troop transports or “arme’s en flute”), they were attempting to go down 
the Goulet to the open sea in order to land a small force in Ireland. An attempt to 
destabilise Ireland, with its “disaffected population” would be another problem for a Britain 
that was also preparing for a possible invasion from across the English Channel in 1804. 
“Three thousand well-trained French soldiers landing in Ireland would set that distressful 
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country in a flame from end to end”. Hornblower and the Hotspur succeeded in disrupting 
the French convoy and halting the progress of the four transports. However, one of the 
escorting French frigates managed to engage the Hotspur in the dark near Molene damaging 
her and shooting down her foremast. (HOT) 
When Hornblower captured a prize ship in the Baltic, he thought that the English-speaking 
captain might have been an Irish “fanatic” serving the French on the basis of “my enemy’s 
enemy is my friend”…  (COM) 
Ireland was mentioned in “The Last Encounter”, set in 1848 the “year of destruction”, where 
“famine and disease accompanied economic disaster and rebellion”. (CRS-LE) 
 
Isle of Dogs: 
Nelson’s river-borne funeral procession on the Thames passed by the bend in the river by 
the Isle of Dogs and then passed “Bermondsey on the Surrey shore”. See under Greenwich. 
(ATR) 
 
Isle of Wight: 
In 1793, “part of the Channel Fleet which had not succeeded in completing its crews lay at 
anchor” in the lee of the Isle of Wight. (MID-EC) 
As HMS Hotspur left England in April 1803, she met the “full force of the Channel rollers” 
once she was out of the lee of the Isle of Wight. (HOT) 
When Hornblower returned to Portsmouth from Sicily, he noticed “the unbelievable green 
of the Isle of Wight”. (ATR) 
The “green hills of the Isle of Wight” were visible to Hornblower from his cabin at Spithead 
on HMS Victory. (FLY) 
 
Kent: 
See reference to “Kentish beaches” under Channel. In 1803, some two hundred thousand 
French soldiers were only thirty miles away across the Channel in France waiting to invade 
England. (HOT)  
Kent is the English county in which Hornblower’s country residence of Smallbridge was 
situated. See under Smallbridge. (CRS-LE) 
 
Keppels Head: 
This was an inn in Portsmouth near the dockyard. On half pay, Bush would not allow himself 
to visit it. (LTH) 
 
Kew: See under London. (ATR) 
 
Lambeth Jetty: 
This was where Midshipman Horrocks had managed to take the sinking funeral barge after 
Nelson’s body had been taken off at Whitehall Steps. See under Greenwich. (ATR) 
 
Lamb Inn, Portsmouth: 
It was in the Lamb Inn that Hornblower and three other naval officers waited for the arrival 
of the West India convoy in 1794 in order to lead their party of seamen to sweep up the 
crews from the ships of the convoy and press them into Royal Naval service. It was a dispute 
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in a game of whist played here that led to the duel between Hornblower and the bullying 
and much older midshipman, Simpson. (MID-EC)  
 
Lechlade: 
Lechlade is a town situated on the upper reach of the Thames. Hornblower passed through 
it as he and Maria travelled on a fast canal boat taking them from Gloucester to London in 
December 1805. Below Lechlade Bridge lay the first of three “staunches”, or “dams across 
the river”, that Hornblower had to steer through when he took over as helmsman of the 
canal boat. Elsewhere on the river, locks rather than these devices controlled its fall. (ATR) 
 
Leith Roads: 
This is an anchorage on the east coast of Scotland near Edinburgh. When a Swedish ship was 
spotted in the Baltic by Hornblower’s squadron, she was said to look like “one of those 
Baltic traders you see in Leith Roads”. (COM)  
 
Liverpool: 
On HMS Lydia, Lieutenant Gerard was said to have “served in a Liverpool slaver in his day” 
and as the prizemaster of the captured Natividad, he would have known very well how to 
keep control of its imprisoned crew. (HAP)   
 
London:  
Throughout the Hornblower books there were many references to places and districts in 
London. They include: (The) Admiralty, Bedlam, Bishop’s Palace, Blackheath, Bond Street, 
Bow Street, Brentford, Chancery Lane, Cheapside, Court of St James, Deptford, Downing 
Street, Drury Lane, Golden Cross Inn, Greenwich, Hampton Court, Horse Guards Parade, 
House of Commons, House of Lords,  Isle of Dogs, Kew, Lambeth, London Bridge, the Mall, 
Newgate Gaol, Pall Mall, Parliament, Pool of London, Putney, (The) Saracen’s Head, Seven 
Dials, Somerset House, St Paul’s, Strand, Surrey, Tower of London, Tyburn, Wandsworth, 
(The) War Office, Westminster, Whitehall, Whitehall Steps, White’s, Wimbledon Common 
and Woolwich . See also under (The) Portsmouth Road.  
For Hornblower, London was where he could find Whitehall and the Admiralty. “He had 
endured two years of hardship and strain, in the blockade of Brest” in command of HMS 
Hotspur. He had a promise of being “made post” by Lord Cornwallis and he needed to go to 
the Admiralty to redeem that promise. His means of getting there after landing at Plymouth 
was by post chaise following his orders to present captured French papers to the Secretary 
to the Lords of the Admiralty, Mr Marsden. (CRS) 
Hornblower travelled to London (or “Lunnon” according to his canal boat captain) from 
Gloucester via the Thames and Severn Canal and the River Thames on his way to join his 
new ship, HMS Atropos, then lying on the Thames at Deptford. On arrival in London, he 
unexpectedly received orders that he was to be heavily involved with the water-borne 
element of Nelson’s funeral procession. This required leading thirty-eight cumbersome 
boats and barges from Greenwich up river to Whitehall Steps. He was acutely aware that 
“the eyes not only of London but of all England would be on that procession”. (ATR) 
When the Lydia was in battle with the Natividad in the Pacific and firing broadside after 
broadside into her, “the smoke was banked thick about the ship already - as thick as a 
London fog”. (HAP) 
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The Comte de Gracay, who had given Hornblower shelter during his escape from France, 
had lived “in your town of London with his children for years after the Revolution”. (FLY)  
London was where Hornblower’s bank, Coutts & Company, kept his “store of golden 
guineas”. By now, in April 1812, he was a captain and about to be appointed as a 
Commodore and he was a wealthy man. However, he looked with “positive distaste at the 
thought of spending the fashionable season in London”. (COM)  
 
London Bridge: See under Greenwich. (ATR) 
 
Long Rooms: 
The Long Rooms was a gambling establishment in Portsmouth. Hornblower just about made 
a living here as a professional whist player. (LTH) 
 
Lord Hawke Inn, Plymouth: 
When Bush was in Plymouth during the refitting of the Hotspur after her fight with the 
French frigate, Felicite, he often went “in the coffee room of the Lord Hawke of an evening”. 
It was there that he was delighted to read in a newspaper that, due to the “Droits of 
Admiralty”, no prize money would be payable to the ships of Captain Moore’s squadron 
involved in the capture of the Spanish treasure fleet. (HOT)  
 
Maidstone: See under Smallbridge. (CRS-LE) 

Mall: 
Hornblower travelled in a coach down the Mall with Admiral Lord St Vincent for his 
presentation to the King (George III) at the Court of St James. This happened the day after 
Nelson’s funeral in St Pauls. (ATR) 
 
Mansion House: 
Mansion House is the residence of the Lord Mayor of London. Since marrying Lady Barbara 
and living in wealthy London, Hornblower “had eaten at several renowned tables”, including 
that of the Mansion House. Because of this, his experience of foreign cuisine and drink had 
greatly widened. (COM)  
 
Mount Edgcumbe: See under Plymouth. (SOL) 

Newgate Gaol: 
The famous London prison of Newgate Gaol was where the forger Dr Claudius was being 
held before he was brought to the Admiralty to be persuaded to carry out a few more 
forgeries but this time for the service of the King. (CRS) 
As regards his seamen on the Atropos, Hornblower was “in no doubt about the criminal 
pasts of many of them, the sweepings of Newgate Gaol”. (ATR)  
Bush referred to a particular night at sea as being “black as Newgate Knocker”. (SOL)  
 
Newhaven: 
Newhaven is a port in Sussex on the coast of southern England. In 1813, Hornblower set out 
from Newhaven harbour in the Royal Yacht, Augusta, carrying the mentally ailing King 
George III for a short overnight sail in the English Channel. The Augusta’s escort was the 
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twenty-gun corvette, HMS Cormorant. Once out to sea, the ships turned west and passed 
the Seven Sisters cliffs and Beachy Head on the starboard side. (OMT-HM) 
 
Newstone: See under Bolt Head. (HOT) 
 
Nore (or the Nore): 
See under Spithead. (HOT) 
When Nelson’s body was carried back from Trafalgar, it was held “at the Nore, awaiting a 
fair wind before being brought up to Greenwich”. (ATR)  
The Nore was the site of a Royal Naval anchorage or open roadstead at the mouth of the 
Thames. It was “the gateway of the busiest port in the world (London), ships of the Royal 
Navy had the best opportunity of completing their crews with prime seamen taken from 
incoming merchant vessels”. This explained Bush’s envy of the Pluto and Caligula having a 
much less shortage of seamen aboard them.  (SOL) 
See under Seine and Spithead. (LDH) 
 
Norfolk: 
In 1812 while in the Gulf of Danzig in the Baltic Sea, Hornblower spotted a “flotilla of small 
two-masted vessels, rigged with the sprit-mainsails usual to small Baltic craft”, “a little like 
Norfolk wherries” in eastern England. (COM) 
 
North Downs:  
The North Downs is a ridge of low chalk hills that run from Farnham in Surrey east to the 
White Cliffs of Dover. Hornblower could see a section of these hills from his property at 
Smallbridge. See under (the) Downs. (CRS-LE) 
 
Oxford (and Oxfordshire): 
When travelling by fast canal boat from Gloucester to London, Hornblower travelled 
through Oxfordshire and stopped briefly in Oxford. The town was “a hundred miles to 
Brentford by the river”. See also under Thames and Severn Canal. (ATR) 
 
Paignton: 
Paignton is a small coastal town in Tor Bay. When Hornblower was rowed back to the 
Hotspur after a meeting with Admiral Cornwallis on his flagship, Hibernia, “the dark surface 
of Tor Bay was spangled with the lights of ships and there were the lights of Torquay and of 
Paignton and Brixham visible as well”. (HOT)  
 
Pall Mall: See under (The) War Office. (FLY) 
 
Parliament: 
This is a reference to the Houses of Parliament in London. Hornblower realised that if he 
survived to become an admiral, “on admiral’s half pay he could live in London, find a patron 
who would nominate him to a seat in Parliament”. (SOL)  
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Petersfield: 
Petersfield is a town in Hampshire on what was the Portsmouth Road. Hornblower’s 
carriage changed horses at the Red Lion Inn on his return to London after arriving back 
earlier in Portsmouth.  See also under (The) Portsmouth Road. (FLY) 
 
Picklecomb Point: 
When Hornblower sailed the Sutherland across Plymouth Sound on his way to Cawsand Bay, 
he would have passed Picklecomb Point to starboard. See also under Plymouth. (SOL) 
 
Plymouth (and Plymouth Sound): 
While in the Bay of Biscay, HMS Indefatigable engaged a French warship of “twenty guns a 
side”. One seaman standing next to Hornblower looked to the time “when we take her into 
Plymouth Sound”. (MID-MG) 
Hornblower left from Plymouth with a small squadron of ships to transport a half-battalion 
of British soldiers and some five hundred French auxiliaries to Brittany in support of an 
attempted uprising against the revolutionary government of France. “The convoy dropped 
quickly down Plymouth Sound, rounded the Eddystone (rock) and headed down channel”. It 
comprised HMS Indefatigable, two gun-brigs and four transports. (MID-FL) 
When Hornblower arrived in Gibraltar in command of a prize, the sloop La Reve, he was 
ordered “to proceed to Plymouth as soon as the despatches destined for England should be 
put in his charge”. (MID-DD)  
Plymouth was where Bush had travelled to join HMS Renown as she prepared to sail to the 
West Indies. The ship was “fortunate” being only “filled up” with pressed men because she 
already had “a crew more than half composed of seasoned men drilled in the blockade of 
Brest”. Hornblower’s biographer reported that long after leaving Plymouth Sound, the 
young lieutenant was still “green with seasickness”. Later, Hornblower returned to 
Plymouth as commander of HMS Retribution, a captured Spanish privateer taken over by 
the Royal Navy. The day of his return in early 1802 coincided with the signing of the 
“preliminaries of peace” in what was to be the Treaty of Amiens. (LTH) 
It was from Plymouth that Captain Pellew in HMS Tonnant carried some twenty-four cattle 
for the Channel Fleet including “a miserable undersized bullock” for HMS Hotspur on station 
just off Brest in April 1803. See also reference under Cawsand Bay. Admiral Cornwallis in 
April 1803 forbade any ship or captain in the Channel Fleet to enter Plymouth without his 
express orders. The reason for this was that ships driven up channel away from the blockade 
of Brest by south westerly gales might not be able to sail out of Plymouth Sound because of 
the same gales  and so would be delayed returning to their blockade positions. This situation 
also meant the severe delay of water-hoys beating down from Plymouth to refill the casks of 
the ships on constant blockade duty.  When Maria, Hornblower’s newly married wife, learnt 
that Plymouth was the base of the Channel Fleet, she moved her pregnant self from 
Southsea to the town hoping to see him when the Hotspur put into port. Both husband and 
wife were therefore to be disappointed with this arrangement. Hornblower did manage to 
return to Plymouth in early January 1805 when the Hotspur “crawled into Plymouth Sound”  
in need of a refit after a fight with one of the French frigates escorting other unarmed 
frigates trying to leave Brest. See under Ireland. The Hornblowers at this stage stayed in 
lodgings in Driver’s Alley in the town. After her refit, the Hotspur returned to her blockade 
duty off Brest. Unfortunately, while in Plymouth she had been infested by plagues of 
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“disease, bed bugs, fleas and lice” that had taken six months for their eradication. See also 
under Citadel. (HOT) 
In Hornblower’s day, Plymouth was a town rather than a city. It is on the south coast of 
Devon and it is sometimes referred to as Devonport Dockyard, a part of Plymouth. While 
being briefed at the Admiralty, Hornblower saw a dispatch for Plymouth and Portsmouth 
being sent off to be telegraphed to these locations. Hornblower compared the fifteen 
minutes such a communication would take with the forty hours that a journey over the 
same distance had taken him by post-chaise. It was the port to which the water hoy, 
Princess, took Hornblower home after he had relinquished command of HMS Hotspur in the 
spring of 1805. Hornblower eventually arrived there when the Princess tied up at the quay 
in the victualling yard. His wife, Maria, and son were living in the town in Driver’s Alley. 
(CRS) 
Hornblower commissioned HMS Sutherland in Plymouth. See also under Hamoaze. His 
major problem in getting the ship ready for sea was a great shortage of men, especially 
experienced seamen. To attempt to overcome this problem one of Hornblower’s 
lieutenants, Gerard, had sailed round to north Cornwall to raid the towns of Redruth, 
Camborne and St Ives and he had returned with some fifty pressed “stout Cornishmen”.  
When Hornblower and Maria dined with Lady Barbara and her husband in Plymouth, see 
under Angel Inn, he reflected that even if Maria had worn the finest gown in Plymouth it 
would not be of the same quality as Lady Barbara’s, “an earl’s daughter who would 
undoubtedly buy all her clothes from Paris”. 
Hornblower’s biographer showed a detailed knowledge of Plymouth and its surrounding 
maritime area. He named the various locations that would have been visible to Hornblower 
as he commissioned the Sutherland. The places he mentioned included the Angel Inn, Bull 
Point, Cawsand Bay, Citadel, Cremyll, Devil’s Point, Dockyard Point, Drake’s Island, Driver’s 
Alley, Halfpenny Bridge, the Hamoaze, Lord Hawke Inn, Mount Edgcumbe, Picklecomb Point, 
Staddon Heights and Stonehouse Pool. He took the Sutherland down river out into Plymouth 
Sound and then across to Cawsand Bay to join the convoy and two other escorts waiting for 
him. Later, he remarked on the “clear proof of the efficient work of Plymouth Dockyard” 
when the Sutherland withstood the severe gale that had dismasted HMS Pluto near Cape 
Creux. “Not a spar had carried away, and not a rope had parted”. (SOL) 
The Plymouth ship’s chandler, Duddingstone, freely returned Hornblower’s pawned sword 
“of one hundred guineas’ value” to him on his return to England after his by now famous 
escape from France. (FLY) 
 
Pompey: A slang word for Portsmouth. (MID-SG) 
 
Portsmouth: 
Portsmouth was the Royal Navy’s principal base during the time of Hornblower’s career. It 
was from Portsmouth that Hornblower was rowed out to HMS Justinian lying at anchor at 
Spithead to begin his life in the navy. (MID-EC) 
Later, when Hornblower had been put on the French brig, Marie Galante, with a prize crew 
to sail her England, the French captain had dolefully remarked that “five years I spent in a 
prison hulk in Portsmouth during the last war - five years”.  (MID-CR) 
When Hornblower departed from Plymouth to launch a small force of French royalists and a 
half-battalion of British infantry into Brittany to start an uprising, the main force left 
Portsmouth for Quiberon. See under Muzillac for more details. (MID-FL)  
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During the short-lived peace arising from the Treaty of Amiens, both Hornblower and Bush 
returned to Portsmouth. Hornblower eked out a living as a professional gambler at the Long 
Rooms. See also under Highbury Street. (LTH)  
While being briefed at the Admiralty, Hornblower saw a dispatch for Portsmouth and 
Plymouth being sent off to be telegraphed to these locations. (CRS) 
Hornblower returned to Portsmouth from Sicily after the transfer of his ship, the Atropos, to 
the Sicilian Navy. Hornblower’s biographer described the approach to England and 
Portsmouth as the ship he was travelling on, the transport Aquila, sighted Start Point and St 
Catherine’s Point and then the Isle of Wight and finally Spithead. (ATR) 
It was from Portsmouth that HMS Lydia sailed for the Pacific and the Central American 
coast. A cargo of gold, guns and ammunition was loaded to assist in an insurrection against 
the Spanish authorities in that area. See also reference under Coiba. For the Lydia, after 
rounding the Horn on her homeward journey, there was still “five thousand odd miles” to go 
to reach Portsmouth. (HAP) 
After his escape from France in 1811, Hornblower sailed home to Portsmouth and a court 
martial aboard HMS Victory. (FLY)  
Portsmouth was the setting for the draft of an episode in Hornblower’s life known as “The 
Point and the Edge” and outlined in “The Hornblower Companion”. This is set in 1819 and 
tells the story of Hornblower defending himself against a starving footpad while walking at 
night in Portsmouth. (CPN) 
 
Portsmouth Road (The): 
The Portsmouth Road to and from London was a well-travelled route for naval officers. 
When Hornblower arrived back in Portsmouth after his escape from France, a post-chaise   
carried him to the capital. Places passed near to or stopped at on the journey for a change 
of horses included Horndean (60 miles from London), Petersfield, the Devil’s Punch Bowl, 
Guildford, Esher, Putney and then 10 Downing Street followed by Pall Mall and the War 
Office. (FLY) 
 
Printing House Square: 
This was the address of “The Times” newspaper in London. Hornblower read a piece in the 
paper with which he was not in full agreement and probably written by some “inky scribbler 
safe in some dusty office in Printing House Square”. (LDH) 
 
Putney: See under (The) Portsmouth Road. (FLY) 
 
Ramsgate: 
As Hornblower travelled by wherry through London to Deptford, he passed through the Pool 
of London and noticed the presence there of some Ramsgate trawlers. Later, when the 
Atropos was at anchor in the Downs, off Deal in Kent, he discovered and captured a French 
privateer, a Dunkirk fishing boat disguised as a Ramsgate trawler. (ATR) 
 
Redruth: See under Plymouth. (SOL) 
 
Romney Marsh: See under Rye. (SOL) 
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Rye: 
Hornblower compared the Sussex town of Rye with the French town of Cette. Rye, 
overlooking Romney Marsh, was in “cheerful grey and reds” compared with gloomy Cette 
and its “prevailing black colour”. (SOL) 
 
Salisbury: 
This city is in Wiltshire and on the road from Plymouth to London. Hornblower later 
remembered “church-goers gathering round the post-chaise” in Salisbury during a stop on 
the way, presumably for a change of horses. (CRS) 
 
Sapperton Tunnel: 
The Sapperton Tunnel, “the engineering marvel of the age”, was on the route of the Thames 
and Severn Canal. It was “a tunnel two miles long, driven through the solid rock of the 
Cotswolds”. Hornblower and a heavily pregnant Maria travelled from Gloucester to London 
on the fast canal boat, Queen Charlotte, together with their small son, Horatio. Because of 
the incapacity by drunkenness of one of the two boat’s crew, Hornblower volunteered to 
help “leg” the boat through the tunnel. He also steered the boat while the other crewman 
handled the two horses towing it. Hornblower was in a hurry to join his new command, HMS 
Atropos, at the time anchored in the Thames at Deptford. Map 14 in “The Hornblower 
Companion” shows the location of the tunnel. (ATR) 
 
Saracen’s Head: 
The Saracen’s Head was the name of the inn at which Hornblower lodged when he arrived 
in London for his appointment with the Secretary to the Lords of the Admiralty in 1805. For 
a naval officer’s lodging, it was regarded as being “on the wrong side of the river”. (CRS) 
 
Scilly: 
As the Hotspur sped up-channel under a westerly gale to Tor Bay, Hornblower became 
aware of the effects of a narrowing and relatively shallower English Channel while earlier, 
from Ushant to Scilly, the “rollers had found ample passage”. (HOT)  
The Isles of Scilly lie some thirty miles in the Atlantic from Land’s End in Cornwall. However, 
Hornblower recalled that “from Ushant to Scilly is thirty-five leagues” as he slowly sailed to 
Plymouth on the waterhoy, Princess. (CRS) 
 
Seven Dials: 
Seven Dials is an area in central London near Covent Garden and in Hornblower’s time, it 
was notorious for its poverty and slums. He had been surprised to hear the “superbly 
dressed duchess” of Wharfdale speaking in the accent of Seven Dials. (MID-DD) 
Hornblower’s biographer made the point that “a ship of war manned for active service was 
the most crowded place in the world – more crowded than the most rundown tenement in 
Seven Dials”. (LTH) 
Hornblower noticed that one of the seamen serving on HM schooner Crab in the West Indies 
“spoke with the accent of Seven Dials”. (HWI-EH) 
 
Seven Sisters: See under Newhaven. (OMT-HM) 
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Shoreham:  
At one stage during a short sailing trip along the south coast of England in the Royal Yacht, 
Augusta, Hornblower considered putting into Shoreham Harbour but because it was getting 
dark and with fog patches and a falling wind, he did not wish to risk his ship in shoal water. 
The Augusta had on board the mentally ailing King George III. See also under Newhaven. 
(OMT-HM) 
 
Smallbridge: 
Smallbridge, or possibly Smallbridge Manor, was the country residence of the Hornblowers 
in the county of Kent. They must have started living there shortly after their marriage 
following Hornblower’s escape from France as described in “Flying Colours”. There he 
became the “Squire of Smallbridge”. The property had a view of the North Downs and was 
in sight of the local church. The town of Maidstone was said to be nearby, “eight miles of 
fairly easy road”. The house was also near to the new railway line that passed “on its way to 
Dover”. However, the exact location of Smallbridge is not known with any certainty because 
the account by Hornblower’s biographer is not without various contradictions. For example, 
he wrote that the nearby railway line ran by the edge of the park on its way to Dover but 
the Maidstone line referred to only went as far as that town and no further in 1848 when 
“The Last Encounter” was set. Smallbridge was also mentioned in “The Commodore” as a 
twenty- mile drive from London whereas the distance, if Maidstone was only eight miles 
away, was about thirty-seven miles. In “Lord Hornblower”, Smallbridge was said to be 
“almost on the road to Portsmouth”.  It most likely that Hornblower’s biographer had a 
general idea of the location and type of property that was fitting for the Hornblowers but no 
exact location in Kent for it. 
When Hornblower was in New Orleans, he came across a “douche bath” or shower. He was 
so impressed that “he made a mental note to install a similar contrivance at Smallbridge 
House if ever he found himself at home again”. Smallbridge was again mentioned when 
Hornblower was about to end his three year appointment as Commander-in-Chief in the 
West Indies. He did not relish the thought of “a freezing winter in Smallbridge”. On the 
other hand, Barbara said that she was looking forward to returning home there.  (COM, 
LDH, HWI-EH, HWI-HU, CRS-LE) 
 
Solent: 
This is the main body of water outside the ports of Southampton and Portsmouth. See 
reference under San Juan. (HWI-SS)  
 
Somerset House: See under Greenwich. (ATR) 
 
Southsea: 
After Hornblower and Maria were married in April 1803, he shortly afterwards went to sea 
with HMS Hotspur while she continued to live with her mother in Southsea in Portsmouth. 
However, when Maria found out that Plymouth was the base for the Channel Fleet, she 
moved there in order to be present when he returned to port. See also under Highbury 
Street, Portsmouth. (HOT) 
Before he left Deptford on his voyage to the Mediterranean in HMS Atropos, Hornblower 
left enough money for “the fare for the carrier’s cart which would convey Maria and the 
children to lodge with her mother at Southsea”. When Hornblower returned to Portsmouth 
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from the Mediterranean, he went directly to the Southsea house where Maria was now 
living. Sadly, he found his two young children, Horatio and Maria, dying of smallpox. (ATR) 
Hornblower at one stage contemplated that if he managed to win a fortune in prize money 
from the capture of a Spanish treasure galleon, he might be able to “snatch Maria from her 
Southsea lodgings and settle in a country home”. (HAP) 
Southsea was where the Hornblowers’ two children, “little Horatio and little Maria had died 
of the smallpox in a Southsea lodging”. (SOL) 
While hiding in France during his escape from captivity, Hornblower told Marie, the 
daughter in law of the Comte de Gracay, of the tragic death of his two children in Southsea. 
Hornblower then later heard of the death in childbirth of Maria at the Hornblowers’ 
“lodging at Southsea”. She had died giving birth to their son, Richard. (FLY) 
Hornblower at times still thought of “poor Maria in her forgotten grave in Southsea”. (LDH) 
 
Spithead: 
Spithead is an area of the Solent close to the entrance to Portsmouth Harbour. It is a 
relatively safe anchorage (or roadstead) as it is protected from all winds except those from 
the southeast. It was much used by the Royal Navy and was the site of Hornblower’s first 
day in the navy when he was rowed out to join HMS Justinian as a midshipman. There he 
was seasick and for a time he was “famous” for being “sick in Spithead”. (MID-EC) 
Before Hornblower took her to sea as her new captain, HMS Hotspur was at anchor in 
Spithead. He remembered Spithead once again as he endured being seasick for some forty 
hours while the Hotspur lay at anchor in a very rough Tor Bay. When Hornblower was 
reflecting on the system of prize money, he recalled “the great mutinies at Spithead and the 
Nore” that had occurred some ten years previously. “It was prize money, and the possibility 
of gaining it, that kept the Navy quiet under the otherwise intolerable conditions”.  (HOT) 
Hornblower returned to Portsmouth from Sicily after his arrival at Spithead. (ATR) 
On return from his escape from France on HMS Victory, Hornblower arrived back into 
Spithead. (FLY) 
Hornblower joined HMS Porta Coeli at Spithead in October 1813 and quickly departed from 
there to deal with the mutiny that had taken place in the Bay of the Seine on HMS Flame. 
See under Seine and the Nore. (LDH) 
 
Staddon Heights: See under Plymouth. (SOL) 
 
Start Point: 
Start Point, or “the Start”, is on the south Devon coast on the south side of Start Bay. When 
HMS Hotspur was sailing down the English Channel on the way to Brest, there was a 
“twenty-league gap between the Casquets and the Start”. Hornblower sighted this landmark 
again when he brought a weather beaten Hotspur up-channel on the way to Tor Bay. (HOT) 
Hornblower later captured a French privateer, Vengeance, and recovered her prize, the 
Amelia Jane, that had lost four of her best hands when a Royal Navy press gang had 
intercepted her when she “was off the Start”. Hornblower himself sighted “the Start” on his 
return up channel from Sicily.  (ATR) 
 
Stilton: 
An area in the English midlands famous for its cheese. Its name comes from the village of 
Stilton. It was a cheese enjoyed by Hornblower. See under Cheddar. (COM) 
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St Catherine’s Point: The southern-most point on the Isle of Wight. See under Portsmouth. 
(ATR) 
 
St Ives: See under Plymouth. (SOL) 
 
St Paul’s: 
St Paul’s Cathedral in London is where Nelson is buried. See under Greenwich for 
Hornblower’s involvement. (ATR) 
In April 1812, when Hornblower and Brown travelled up to the Admiralty in London from 
Smallbridge, they crossed Wimbledon Common, later caught sight of “the gilt cross and bell 
over St Paul’s” and then “rattling the chariot down the steep descent into Wandsworth”. 
(COM) 
 
St Thomas a Beckett Church: 
Hornblower and Maria were married on 2nd April 1803 at this church in Portsmouth. (HOT) 
Maria was later buried here while he was in France during his long escape back to England. 
Hornblower briefly visited her grave while being hustled off to London by Hookham Frere. 
(FLY) 
 
Stonehouse Pool: See under Plymouth. (SOL) 
 
Strand: See under Greenwich. (ATR) 
 
Surrey: Surrey is a county in southeast England. See under Greenwich. (ATR) 
 
Sussex: 
Sussex is a county in the south of England with the English Channel lying on its southern 
flank. The gold recovered from the wreck of the Speedwell in Marmorice Bay was brought 
up in chests “of best Sussex iron at that”. (ATR) 
 
Thames and Severn Canal: 
In late 1805, Hornblower travelled on this canal from Gloucester to London on his way to 
join his new ship, HMS Atropos, then lying on the Thames at Deptford. He travelled by 
“passage boat at nine miles an hour”. See also under Sapperton Tunnel. Map 14 in “The 
Hornblower Companion” shows the various stages of this journey.  (ATR) 
 
Thames Valley: 
When Hornblower was being briefed at the Admiralty on a day following hot and sunny 
weather, it was said that there followed “the inevitable thunderstorm of the Thames 
valley”. (CRS) 
Hornblower’s new command, HMS Atropos, was on the “London River” or Thames at 
Deptford awaiting his arrival. Further up the river, Hornblower had helped out by steering 
the fast canal boat on which he was travelling. This included running several “Thames 
staunches” or low weirs on the river. See also under Sapperton Tunnel. (ATR) 
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Tor Bay: 
Tor Bay (or Torbay) is a bay on the south east coast of Devon. It faces east into the English 
Channel and the Channel Fleet used it for shelter from extreme south westerly gales. The 
nearby port of Plymouth was ill suited in such weather conditions because of difficulties in 
leaving the Sound. See also under Brixham. (CRS-WM) 
Admiral Cornwallis had told his captains in the Channel Fleet that if severe storms blew 
them off station their rendezvous would be in Tor Bay. It was still “an exposed 
uncomfortable anchorage, barely sheltered from the west”, but the fleet could leave it at 
the first shift of wind, unlike Plymouth from where a departure could be difficult in certain 
wind directions. This would enable his ships to return quickly to Ushant. For Hornblower, 
Cornwallis’s order was a disappointment because he was still hoping to return to Plymouth 
from time to time to see Maria during her pregnancy. Map 12 in “The Hornblower 
Companion” shows the track of the Hotspur when water shortage forced her to sail up 
channel to Tor Bay during a period of severe gales in October 1803. (HOT) 
 
Torquay: 
See under Brixham. (CRS-WM) 
When Hornblower and the Hotspur entered Tor Bay after a gale-driven journey up from 
Brest, they noticed a “two-decker” that had gone aground in Torquay Roads. (HOT) 
 
Totnes: 
Totnes is a small town in Devon and when Maria tried to visit Hornblower during the 
Hotspur’s brief visit in Tor Bay, she would have travelled from her lodgings in Plymouth to 
Brixham “via Totnes in the carrier’s cart – a long and tedious journey”. See also under 
Brixham. (HOT) 
 
Tower of London: 
See reference under Windsor Castle. (HOT) 
See also under Greenwich. (ATR) 
 
Tyburn: 
Tyburn was an area in London where public executions used to be held. The so-called 
Duchess of Wharfdale mentioned the place in a joke when she and Hornblower were facing 
capture by a Spanish fleet. “We shall live through it an’ that’s more than many a man makin’ 
a little trip to Tyburn could say”. (MID-DD)  
During a bout of intense self-criticism, Hornblower told himself that “the criminal in the cart 
on the way to Tyburn strove to retain his self-control, strove not to give way to his pitiful 
human fears and weaknesses”. (ATR) 
 
Tyneside: 
Tyneside is an area on the River Tyne in the North East of England that also includes the city 
of Newcastle upon Tyne. The people of the area speak with a pronounced “Geordie” accent 
and the visitor who came aboard HMS Clorinda when she was anchored in the harbour of 
San Juan de Puerto Rico spoke “like a Tynesider, perhaps, but obviously as if he had not 
spoken it for years”. His name was Edward Stuart and he had been living in the port for the 
last fifteen years or so since his capture by the Spanish in 1806. He sold meat of 
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questionable quality to the ship but also provided some useful local intelligence about the 
country. (HWI-SS) 
 
Upper Deal: See under Deal. (COM) 
 
Wandsworth: See under St Paul’s. (COM)  
 
War Office (The): 
The War Office in London was where Hornblower met Lord Palmerston, then an Under 
Secretary of State. “Young Pam” asked him questions concerning the state of France 
following Hornblower’s recently enforced stay in that country. (FLY) 
 
Wensleydale: 
This is an area in Yorkshire in the north of England and famous for its cheese. See also under 
Caerphilly and Cheshire. While dining in Captain Pellew’s flagship, HMS Tonnant, 
Hornblower was offered three kinds of cheese, Caerphilly, Red Cheshire and Wensleydale. 
He took the Wensleydale and “went on to make an epoch-making discovery”, the delicious 
pairing of this cheese with vintage port! (It was at this same lunch that the ship served 
“castle pie”. This “magnificent pie of only beef and kidneys”- “the pastry top was built up 
into a castle, from the turret of which flew a paper Union Jack”. Members of the C S Forester 
Society who attend its AGM, dine on “Castle Pie” at the first night’s dinner of this annual 
gathering). (HOT) 
 
Westminster Abbey: 
Westminster Abbey is the principal church building in London for the holding of the nation’s 
most important services. As a “Knight of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath”, 
Hornblower was attending a tedious service in Westminster Abbey with fellow knights when 
a flag lieutenant approached him to pass on an order from Lord St Vincent to join him 
outside. This was the beginning of Hornblower’s mission to bring a halt to the mutiny that 
had occurred on HMS Flame in the Bay of the Seine. Before his summons, Hornblower was 
passing the time by thinking of the great seamen and leaders who had attended such 
services in the past. These included “Duncan, who destroyed the Dutch at Camperdown, 
Lydiard, who captured the Pomona off Havannah, Samuel Hood, who commanded the 
Zealous at the Nile and Yeo, who stormed the fort at El Muro. See under Camperdown, 
Havanna, Nile and Murros Bay for further details. (LDH)  
 
Whitehall:  
Hornblower went to Whitehall in London to attend a meeting at the Admiralty. (CRS) 
Bush told Hornblower that he was questioned about the loss of the Sutherland when he 
attended Whitehall prior to Hornblower’s court martial on HMS Victory in Portsmouth. (FLY) 
In 1812, the international political situation among most of the countries surrounding the 
Baltic Sea was complicated. See the briefing under Baltic. Following his briefing at the 
Foreign Office, Hornblower realised that “Whitehall would be glad to know the answer”. 
(COM) 
Whitehall was shorthand for being the centre of British Government. See mention under Le 
Havre. (LDH)  
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Whitehall Steps: See under Greenwich. (ATR) 
 
White’s: 
White’s was (and still is) a club in London where politicians and other influential people 
dined. Apparently, “that South American fellow” Miranda was seen dining there before 
being recruited for a spying operation which would involve Hornblower. (CRS) 
 
Wimbledon Common: 
Hornblower and Brown crossed Wimbledon Common as they travelled up to London from 
Smallbridge. See under London. (COM) 
 
Wight: See under Isle of Wight. (FLY) 
 
Windsor Castle: 
In 1803, it was feared that if Bonaparte’s ships could escape their blockades and “come up-
Channel with Cornwallis distracted in some fashion”, then Bonaparte could soon be in 
Windsor Castle “issuing decrees as he had already done from Milan and Brussels”. “The 
tricolour might fly over the Tower of London”. (HOT)  
In the first part of 1805, people still worried that within a month “Bonaparte might well be 
eating frogs in Windsor Castle”, such was the threat of a French invasion. See also under 
Boulogne. While at a briefing at the Admiralty, Hornblower saw a dispatch being sent to the 
King at Windsor, situated some twenty miles to the west of London. (CRS) 
 
Woolwich: 
This was a reference to Woolwich Arsenal in London. When Hornblower was contemplating 
the use of a six-pounder to fire a line to bridge a gap between ship and shore, it was said 
that at that time, 1810, “scientific gunnery was in its infancy”. Woolwich had only just begun 
practical experiments on the behaviour of big ships’ guns. (OMT-CO) 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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European and Middle Eastern Place Names in the 
Hornblower Books: 
Aber Benoit: 
Aber Benoit and Aber Wrack in Northern Brittany were two of the coastal sites where HMS 
Hotspur and HMS Naiad were engaged in preventing small French gun-boats from travelling 
along the coast to join the invasion fleet being gathered for a possible invasion of England. 
Map 11 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the location of each place. See also under 
Boulogne and Ostend. (HOT)  
 
Aber Wrack: See Aber Benoit above. (HOT) 
 
Aigues-Mortes: See under Cette and Etang de Thau. (SOL) 
 
Adalia: (or Attalia): 
This is the ancient name of Antalya, a city on the Mediterranean coast of south-west Turkey. 
See under Fettech. (ATR) 
 
Adlergrund:  
The Adlergrund is a shoal in the Baltic Sea northeast of Cape Arcona, the headland at the 
northern end of Rugen, and to the south west of Bornholm. French privateers used the area 
between the shoal and Cape Arcona as a hunting ground to attack shipping “coming down 
the Baltic from Russian and Finnish ports”. Hornblower used this knowledge to look for and 
successfully find the Blanchefleur. (COM) 
 
Adriatic: The Adriatic Sea- see under Sicily. (SOL) 
 
Aegean Sea: 
When Hornblower in HMS Atropos approached the Turkish coast sailing close to Rhodes, his 
biographer, with his knowledge of ancient history, reflected that here “Greek had fought 
against Persian, Athenian against Spartan, Crusader against Saracen, Hospitaller against 
Turk”. The Byzantines and the “caracks of Pisa” had also sailed here. “Hornblower had read 
all he could about the Eastern Mediterranean”. For example, at one stage on his approach 
to the Turkish coast, he recalled that “over there had stood Artemisia and a score of other 
Greek cities”. He was also aware of “the anarchy and disintegration prevailing in the Turkish 
Empire”. “Rebellion was endemic among the Greek subjects of Turkey”. See under Seven 
Islands. (ATR) 
 
Alboran: 
The Alboran Sea is the most western part of the Mediterranean lying between the Iberian 
Peninsula and North Africa. See under Mediterranean. (ATR) 
 
Algeciras: 
Algeciras was a major Spanish naval base situated about six miles away from the British 
naval base at Gibraltar. It was from their harbour that the Spanish sent fire-ships into the 
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Royal Navy anchorage coinciding with the time that Hornblower was facing his examination 
for lieutenant while serving on HMS Indefatigable. (MID-EL) 
The sickberth attendant told Hornblower that “in the old Hannibal, we took off eleven legs 
in half an hour. That was at Algeciras, sir”. (ATR) 
When Hornblower had to surrender the Sutherland in Rosas Bay, he thought of “the 
unfortunate man under Saumarez’s command in Algeciras Bay” who had been in a similar 
position. (SOL) 
This “unfortunate man” had been Captain Ferris in HMS Hannibal. (FLY) 
 
Algeria: See reference under Cape Spartel. (HAP) 
 
Algiers:  
Algiers is the capital of Algeria and situated on the coast of that country and across from the 
Strait of Gibraltar. See also under Gibraltar. (MID-SG) 
 
Alicante: 
There was a time when the Spanish frigate, Castilla, being followed by Hornblower in the 
Atropos, was thirty miles to leeward of Cartagena and in a position to put into “Alicante to 
the north or perhaps Almeria to the south”. In the event, she did neither. (ATR). 
 
Allier: 
The River Allier, “a fine river almost the size of the Loire”, is a large tributary of that river. 
See also Nevers. French gendarmes found traces of evidence in the form of a blanket left 
from the escape of Hornblower on a bank “down by the Bec d’Allier”.  (FLY) 
Hornblower and Brown returned to the Chateau de Gracay in the spring of 1815 and once 
again saw the “grey” Bec d’Allier as it joined the Loire not far from Gracay. (LDH)  
 
Almeida: 
In 1811, a bulletin “dated from Almeida” in Portugal announced that in the previous year 
“the Duke of Wellington had beaten Bonaparte’s Massena”. The Comte de Gracay told 
Hornblower that any failure to conquer Portugal would have a huge “moral effect” on the 
French. (FLY) 
 
Almeria: In southern Spain on the Mediterranean coast, see under Cartagena and Alicante. 
(ATR) 
 
Alsace: 
The Governor of Riga who greeted Hornblower on his arrival in Riga in 1812 was a Baltic 
German who spoke French with “some of the explosive quality of the French spoken by an 
Alsatian. Alsace was French in 1812 but spoken Alsatian was a German influenced dialect.  
(COM) 
 
Amager: 
This is a low-lying Danish island in the Baltic. As the “twelve-fathom channel” took 
Hornblower and his squadron close to this island and that of Saltholm, there was concern 
about being close to their shore batteries. Despite the low-lying nature of each island 
limiting the scope of their guns, the bomb ketch, HMS Harvey, received a hit and lost her 
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mainmast. Fortunately, the Nonsuch was able to tow her to safety although she also 
received some hits from the Amager batteries but no serious damage was done. (COM) 
 
Amiens: 
Amiens is a city in northern France. The Peace or Treaty of Amiens ended temporarily the 
hostilities between Great Britain and France. It was signed on 25th March 1802 but lasted 
just over a year until 18th May 1803.  It was to be the only period of general peace in Europe 
between 1793 and 1814. Because the Hotspur had been the first to be manned in 
Portsmouth after the start of the press, Hornblower had been fortunate in obtaining a high 
proportion of skilled seamen, half of whom had seen service in warships before the Peace of 
Amiens. (HOT) 
 
Amsterdam: See reference under Baltic and Oesel. (FLY) (COM) 
 
Andalusia: 
While in Panama, Hornblower had heard that the Spanish had claimed a victory over the 
French in Andalusia. (HAP) 
Situated in southern Spain, in 1810, “the coast of Andalusia, with the exception of Cadiz and 
Tarifa, was in the hands of the French” as “was the coast of Catalonia from the frontier to 
Tarragona”. (SOL) 
 
Antifer: 
Cape Antifer is on the “treacherous Normandy coast”. It was the opinion of Lieutenant 
Freeman, commander of HMS Porta Coeli, that a sample of “sand and back shell” brought 
up from the seabed indicated that he had brought Hornblower to this location as they tried 
to find their way in the dark to the nearby Bay of the Seine. (LDH) 
 
Antwerp: See reference under Corsica. (SOL) 
 
Ar Men: 
Ar Men is a Breton name for “the most southerly and the most seaward of the rocks and 
reefs that littered the approaches to Brest”. (HOT)  
 
Arens de Mar: 
Arens de Mar is situated on the Catalan coast between Barcelona and Malgret. It was here 
that Colonel Villena of the Spanish hussars told Hornblower that his horse had died while he 
was fleeing from superior French forces after defeat at Tordera. See also under Tordera and 
Malgret. (SOL).  
 
Artemisia: See under Aegean. (ATR) 
 
Aspern: 
The Battle of Aspern took place in 1809 and was a rare defeat for Napoleon. The Austrians 
drove the French back as they attempted to cross the River Danube. The Count de Gracay’s 
daughter in law, Marie, mentioned this battle when she told Hornblower that her husband, 
Marcel Ladon, died following wounds received there. (FLY) (LDH) 
 



 

Page | 35 

Atairo: 
Atairo is a port on the east coast of Rhodes and the sailing master of HMS Atropos, Mr 
Turner, looked for it as a navigation mark as the ship sailed towards Marmorice. (ATR) 
 
Atlas Mountains: 
When Hornblower walked across the deck to attend his examination for lieutenant in 
Gibraltar harbour, a breeze “cooled presumably by the snow-clad Atlas Mountains of Africa 
across the strait” was blowing. (MID-EL)  
 
Auerstedt: See under Jena. (LDH) 
 
Austerlitz: 
Hornblower’s biographer pointed out that Bonaparte’s emphatic victory at Austerlitz in the 
Austrian Empire had given him command of Continental Europe in the same way that 
Trafalgar was said to have given Britain dominant command at sea so that “one might be 
balanced against the other”. (ATR) 
Marie, the Count de Gracay’s daughter in law, mentioned the Battle of Austerlitz when she 
told Hornblower that one of the Comte’s sons, Antoine, had died there. The battle is 
regarded as one of the most important ones of the Napoleonic wars and as one of 
Napoleon’s greatest victories. (FLY) (COM) (LDH) 
See under Waterloo. (HWI-EH) 
 
Austria: 
See briefing note under Baltic. In 1812, Bonaparte had the Austrian army under his control.  
At a reception at the Peterhof Palace in St Petersburg before the outbreak of war between 
Russia and France, Hornblower was not introduced to the ambassadors for France and her 
allies Austria, France, Denmark or Saxony. (COM) 
See under Russia with a list of Britain’s allies in 1813. (LDH) 
 
Auvergne: 
The Auvergne is a region in south central France. At the wedding of Brown and Annette at 
the Chateau de Gracay, “pipers from the Auvergne played instruments something like 
Scottish bagpipes that afflicted Hornblower’s tone-deaf ear atrociously”. (LDH) 
 
Azores:  
See under Le Havre. (HOT) 
The Azores is an “archipelago of nine volcanic islands in the North Atlantic west of 
continental Portugal”. Its relevance to Hornblower was that while he was very diligent in the 
execution of his duties, he had apparently “missed that privateer off the Azores” because of 
“some trivial lack of energy”. His resulting “revulsion of shame” had led him in future to 
drive himself, and his men, ever more remorselessly. (HAP)  
 
Badajoz: 
Hornblower was aware while he was in the Baltic in 1812 that Wellington was on the 
offensive in Spain and had “stormed Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz”. (COM)  
 
Balearic Islands: See under Cabrera. (OMT-CO) 
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Baltic: 
See mention under Ushant. (HOT) 
The countries surrounding the Baltic Sea in Northern Europe, referred to as the Baltic, were 
mentioned when Hornblower reflected on the fact that he was a prisoner in Spain of 
Bonaparte “whose empire extended from the Baltic to Gibraltar”. He reflected that places 
such as Hamburg, Lubeck, Amsterdam, Leghorn and Trieste had all been brought into the 
French Empire. (FLY) 
At the Admiralty in April 1812, Hornblower learnt from Admiral Louis that his next 
appointment would be in the Baltic. Hornblower had earlier speculated to himself that he 
might have been going to “Java or Jamaica, Cape Horn or the Cape of Good Hope, the Indian 
Ocean or the Mediterranean”. At the Foreign Office, Marquis Wellesley, the British 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (and Barbara’s brother), had briefed Hornblower about 
the Baltic. It was a diplomatic minefield. No one knew whether the Russians and French 
would go to war with each other. The attitude of Sweden and its ruler, Bernadotte, about 
choosing between Russia and France was also unknown. “Russia’s conquest of Finland has 
irritated the Swedes”. Bonaparte had by then overrun most of Europe. The French army that 
attacked Russia would comprise many “Italians and South Germans, Prussians and 
Austrians, Dutchmen and Danes”. “There are even Spaniards and Portuguese”. At the same 
time, Britain was giving shelter to the “rulers of Sicily and Sardinia, the Netherlands and 
Portugal”. The Baltic was important to the British war effort because from there, particularly 
from Sweden but also from Finland and Estonia, for the Royal Navy came “the tar and the 
turpentine, the pine trees for masts, cordage and timber, rosin and oil”. However, “the 
German and Pomeranian ports swarmed with French privateers”. Hornblower had also to 
make plans to ensure that the health of his crews was as compromised as little as possible 
by the cold weather of the Baltic. Map 25 in “The Hornblower Companion” provides a very 
useful presentation of Hornblower’s travels throughout this area.  (COM) 
In one of his bouts of introspection about mistakes in his career and particularly at Riga and 
the death of “young Mound”, Hornblower tempered his mood by recalling that Parliament 
had described the handling of his squadron in the Baltic as “the most perfect example in 
recent years of the employment of a naval force against an army”. (LDH) 
 
Barbary States: 
In Hornblower’s time, the Barbary States were a loose collection of various countries and 
smaller states situated on the Mediterranean coast on North Africa. See also under 
Gibraltar. (MID-SG) 
When HMS Atropos was shadowing the Spanish frigate, Castilla, there was a possibility that 
the Spaniard would continue as far as the Barbary Coast “to see what prizes he could snap 
up”. (ATR)  
 
Barcelona: 
The French brig, Amelie, when taken as a prize by HMS Sutherland, was sailing with her 
military cargo to Barcelona from Marseille. The need for sea-born transport by the French 
was necessary because of the poor state of the roads and the existence of Spanish partisans 
resisting the French invasion. The Barcelona garrison was said to be “clamouring” for stores. 
See also under Marseille. (SOL) 
At one stage, following his capture in Rosas Bay, Hornblower thought that he might be 
taken to Barcelona for trial by a military commission. (FLY)   
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Basque Roads: 
The Basque Roads is the name of a sheltered bay on the Biscay coast of France at the mouth 
of the Charente River. Hornblower was aware that this was where Admiral Lord Cochrane 
had distinguished himself but he was now “under a cloud” following a court martial that had 
followed the action there. (SOL) 
The commander of the Channel Fleet in 1811 was still Admiral Lord Gambier “despite the 
disastrous waste of opportunity at the Basque Roads”. (FLY) 
 
Bavaria:  
When Bonaparte’s French speaking “Consul-General in Swedish Pomerania” approached 
Hornblower, he explained that he was actually accredited by “His Bavarian Majesty”. 
Hornblower saw this as an example of “the whole tangle of Baltic politics, of hole-and-
corner hostilities and neutralities utterly beyond unravelling”. See also reference under 
Dresden. For a reference to its beer, see under Riga. (COM) 
 
Baylen: 
It was said that most of the thousands of French prisoners of war dumped by the Spanish on 
the island of Cabrera had been captured at the battle of Baylen in 1808. This battle in 
southern Spain had been a rare and decisive victory for the Spanish. (OMT-CO) 
 
Belgium: 
In 1803, when HMS Hotspur was operating off Brest, the French were trying to re-supply 
their fleet there by using coastal shipping and this sometimes involved the transportation of 
“guns and anchors and shot” from the foundries in Belgium. (HOT) 
 
Belle Ile: 
The British convoy carrying a royalist force to Muzillac in Brittany in July 1795 had “rounded 
Belle Ile” before standing in towards the Vilaine Estuary. See also under Muzillac. Map 2 in 
“The Hornblower Companion” shows the location of this island. (MID-FL) 
 
Belt: (The Belt) 
The Belt, or the Great Belt, is one of the three Danish Straits and runs between the major 
Danish islands of Zealand and Funen. The captured trading ship Maggie Jones was “beating 
up for the Belt”. (COM) 
 
Beresina: 
As the French retreated from Riga, the Russian Governor reported that Bonaparte was in 
retreat from Moscow. He had been defeated at Malo-Jaroslavetz and heading back for 
Smolensk and Warsaw. The Russians intended to cut off his retreat at the River Beresina, 
now in Belarus. This subsequently happened in what was to be a disaster for the French 
although many still crossed the river to escape.  (COM) 
 
Berlin:  
In 1812, Bonaparte was threatening Russia and Sweden and had “South German troops 
echeloned all the way back to Berlin”. See also under Danzig.  (COM) 
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Bertheaume Bay: 
Bertheaume Bay, or as Bush called it, “Berthon Bay”, is situated “just on the seaward side of 
the Goulet”. It provided a precarious anchorage in touch with the shore and the French 
frigate, Loire, used it before she attempted to engage the Hotspur. See also under Brest. 
(HOT) 
 
Betanzos:  
Hornblower mentioned this town in north-western Spain in Galicia (and also the town of 
Villalba-see below) when he explained to the Admiralty the difficulty for the French and 
Spanish in supplying Ferrol by road. See also under Ferrol. (CRS) 
 
Beyrout: 
It was explained that the forger, Dr Claudius, and “the centre of the most resounding 
scandal, both social and financial, in English history” had forged bills of exchange with such 
expertise that “bills drawn in Beyrout and in Madras, were still coming in”. The modern 
name for Beyrout is of course Beirut, capital of Lebanon, and it is said to be one of the 
oldest cities in the world. (CRS) 
 
Beziers:  
Beziers is in southern France, some six miles from the Mediterranean coast. See under 
Nevers. (FLY) 
 
Biscay: 
Hornblower’s biographer described the Bay of Biscay, in the notes to Map 2 in “The 
Hornblower Companion”, as “the focal point of the struggle for naval supremacy during the 
wars of the French Revolution and Empire”. It was here that the Royal Navy had to ensure 
that the French Navy based there on the coast did not “interfere with the vital approaches 
to the English Channel”. (See also under Spanish Biscay). Hornblower saw service here as a 
midshipman in HMS Indefatigable under the command of Captain Sir Edward Pellew. He was 
on this ship during the post-equinox winter storms as part of the Royal Navy force “watching 
over the coast of France”. (MID-CR) (MID-MG) 
However, Hornblower spent a brief period of service detached from the Indefatigable when 
he was posted as fourth lieutenant on HMS Marguerite under the tyrannical Captain 
Courtney. He was filling one of the vacancies caused by the “courts-martial upon two 
lieutenants driven frantic by Courtney’s bullying”. The Marguerite was mentioned as sailing 
the Biscay waters while on blockade duty outside Ferrol. (OMT-HD) 
The huge amount of prize money won by HMS Caradoc “in the Bay of Biscay” caused much 
envy in Bush. (LTH) 
Hornblower also served in the Bay of Biscay under Captain Sawyer on HMS Renown. (CRS-
WM) 
Hornblower’s biographer described HMS Hotspur as she “tore across the Bay of Biscay” on 
the way from Brittany to Cadiz. (HOT) 
Hornblower’s biographer briefly described the voyage by HMS Atropos to Gibraltar 
mentioning “the battles with Biscay gales” and then on Hornblower’s return voyage, “the 
gales that they drove wildly up the Channel”. (ATR) 
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Later, as the captain of HMS Lydia, Hornblower could tell of his earlier blockade duty 
“combatting storms off the ironbound Biscay coast”. (HAP) 
While Hornblower made his escape from central France by travelling down the Loire, the 
Bay of Biscay was some four hundred miles away to the west. (FLY) 
In 1813, the twenty-gun corvette, HMS Cormorant, was the escort for the Royal Yacht, 
Augusta, for a short sailing trip in the English Channel. The purpose of the voyage was for 
the benefit of the mentally ailing King George III. The commander of the Cormorant, Captain 
Melville, had received his promotion “after a bold cutting-out affair somewhere on the 
Biscay coast”.  (OMT-HM) 
French ships carrying much needed cargoes for Napoleon’s war effort through blockading 
British warships preferred to reach the Bay of the Seine rather than using smaller ports on 
the Biscay coast because of the better road and canal systems around the Seine. (LDH) 
 
Black Rock (or the Black Stones):   
The Black Rock (or Blackstone) was a dangerous shipping hazard off the coast near Brest. 
(HOT) 
Under Captain Meadows, who had just taken over command of HMS Hotspur from 
Hornblower, this ship was lost here when “she touched on a falling tide. Holed herself and 
filled and then rolled off on the flood”.  (CRS) 
 
Blaye: See under Gironde and St Dye. (MID-MQ) 
 
Bodden: 
The Bodden was the name of a deep-water channel leading up to the fortress of Stralsund in 
the Baltic Sea. See under Stralsund. (COM) 
 
Bolbec: See under Caudebec. (LDH) 
 
Bordeaux: 
Bordeaux was the homeport of the French brig, Marie Galante. HMS Indefatigable had 
captured this ship and Hornblower was ordered to sail her back to England with a prize crew 
of four seamen. At the time of her capture, the Marie Galante was “twenty-four days out 
from New Orleans with rice”. (MID-CR)   
As Hornblower, his prize crew and the crew of the Marie Galante wallowed in the ship’s 
boat trying to reach England, the French captain unsuccessfully tried to insist that the boat 
made directly for Bordeaux. (MID-PF)  
“The crossing of the Rhine, the fall of Le Havre, the declaration of Bordeaux in favour of the 
Bourbons” were seen in 1814 to presage the end of Bonaparte’s Empire. (LDH) 
Bordeaux is also the name used to describe wine from the area surrounding it. When 
Hornblower was on board HMS Clorinda in San Juan harbour, he invited his secretary, 
Spendlove, and his Flag Lieutenant, Gerard, to a supper of “fresh bread and a bottle of 
Bordeaux”. (HWI-SS)   
 
Bornholm:  
Bornholm is a Danish island at the southern end of the Baltic Sea and to the east of the rest 
of Denmark. See under Adlergrund and Cape Ancona.  (COM) 
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Bothnia: 
The Gulf of Bothnia in the Baltic Sea lies to the west of Finland. See reference under Vistula. 
(COM) 
 
Boulogne: 
From 1803, the British regarded the Channel coast from Boulogne to Ostend as the likely 
“invasion coast” from which the French might attempt a landing in England. The area was 
used for the assembly of vessels for that purpose. (HOT) 
Boulogne, (or as Captain Baddlestone, commander of the waterhoy, Princess, put it; 
“Boulong”), was said to be the place in the spring of 1805 where Bonaparte had some 
quarter of a million men waiting to be carried across the English Channel to invade England. 
(CRS) 
 
Bourges: A town in central France. See under Chateau de Gracay. (LDH) 
 
Bourgneuf: 
While Hornblower was planning his escape from France, he was aware that “the French 
coast swarmed with garrisons and customs officers”. He had experienced this because, as a 
lieutenant, “he had once landed a spy in the salt marshes of Bourgneuf”. It is on the west 
coast of France in the Charente Maritime. At one stage during Hornblower’s escape from 
France, there was a danger that the becalmed Witch of Endor would drift into the Bay of 
Bourgneuf. (FLY) 
 
Bremen: 
A ship from Bremen could be referred to as a “Bremener” and one was so called by 
Hornblower in the vain hope that a ship approaching the waterhoy, Princess, was not a 
French warship. (CRS) 
 
Brest: 
The Royal Navy blockaded the port of Brest in Brittany for many years during the war with 
Napoleonic France. Seamen in the Channel Fleet therefore became well drilled for service 
elsewhere as was demonstrated on HMS Renown. See reference to this under Plymouth. 
(LTH)  
At times, the Channel Fleet had to abandon this blockade because of prolonged and severe 
storms and make for cover up channel in Tor Bay. Hornblower experienced this in HMS 
Renown and later while commanding HMS Hotspur. (CRS-WM) 
After the end of the cessation of hostilities following the abandonment of the Treaty of 
Amiens, Admiral Cornwallis intended to blockade Brest “as soon as I can get the fleet to 
sea”. Hornblower in HMS Hotspur received orders to precede this process and to carry out a 
watch on this important French port. His job was to observe “without provoking fire. Count 
the ships of war- the number and rate of ships with their yards crossed, ships still in 
ordinary, ships in the roads, ships preparing for sea”. Hornblower commenced this 
operation in April 1803. A good source of intelligence for him about what was happening in 
the port were the various Breton fishing boats that the Hotspur often intercepted in the 
approaches. Map 11 in “The Hornblower Companion” provides a very useful layout of Brest 
and this complex shipping area. The various landmarks, reefs and other hazards mentioned 
by Hornblower’s biographer during his time off Brest included: 
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Ar Men, Bertheaume Bay, the Blackstones (or Blackrock), Camaret, Capucins, Le Conquet, 
Corbin, Council Rocks, Four, Les Fillettes (or Little Girls), Goulet, Grand Gouin, the Goulet, Ile 
du Sein, Iroise, Lampoul Bay, Mengam, Molene, Parquette, Petit Minou, Pointe Matthew, 
Pointe du Raz, Pollux Reef, Rougaste, Toulinguet, the Tripieds and Ushant. 
“Lives by the hundred had been lost” in these approaches during storms. The men of the 
Royal Navy had therefore to endure “the endless discomforts of the blockade of Brest”. 
(HOT) 
While he was being briefed at the Admiralty, Hornblower saw documents being sent off to 
be telegraphed to Portsmouth and Plymouth. He recalled that in the previous year he had 
“landed outside Brest and burned a similar machine”. (CRS) 
See also reference under Corsica. (SOL) 
When Hornblower escaped from Nantes after seizing the Witch of Endor, he was aware that 
to the northwest “lay the fleet which maintained its unsleeping watch over Brest”. (FLY) 
When Hornblower destroyed the French privateer, Blanchefleur, in Swedish waters in the 
Baltic in 1812, he had to tell the local British consular agent that he could not be expected to 
“allow that privateer to behave as if this were Brest or Toulon”. (COM) 
 
Briare:  
See under Loire for a reference to Briare’s “lateral canal” (FLY)  
Hornblower passed through this town on his way for a second visit to the Chateau de Gracay 
and later when he was in flight from Bonaparte’s forces during the “Campaign of the Upper 
Loire”. See under Chateau de Gracay. (LDH)  
 
Brittany: 
Brittany was the general area at the north-western end of France where the Royal Navy 
spent many years on blockade duty to deny the French fleet its ability to arrive or leave at 
will. (CRS-WM) 
A small British squadron of ships carried a force of French royalists and a half-battalion of 
British infantry to start what became an abortive uprising in Brittany. See under Muzillac for 
further information about this incident. (MID-FL)  
To the experienced men on the Hotspur who “had beaten about in the stormy waters off 
the Brittany coast”, the prospect of patrolling off Brest was familiar. In early 1805, 
Hornblower and HMS Hotspur, in conjunction with the frigate, Naiad, were engaged in 
“doing their best to prevent the passage of half a dozen gun-boats along the wild and rocky 
shore of Northern Brittany”. See also under Aber Wrack and Aber Benoit. (HOT) 
 
Brussels: 
See reference under Windsor Castle. (HOT) 
It was from Brussels that news came just in time to prevent Hornblower’s execution in June 
1815. The defeat of the French at Waterloo caused the general who had pronounced 
Hornblower’s death sentence to cancel it. See under Nivernais. (LDH)   
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Cabrera: 
In 1810, Cabrera, in the Balearics, “was a previously uninhabited islet which the Spaniards 
were using as a camp for their French prisoners of war”. Apparently, there were several 
thousand starving prisoners on the island existing in terrible conditions and dumped there 
for over two years after the battle of Baylen in 1808. A Map showing the Sutherland’s track 
to Cabrera when she deviated from her course on the way to rendezvous with HM Ships 
Caligula and Pluto can be seen in “Hornblower One More Time”. (OMT-CO) 
 
Cadiz: 
Cadiz was described by Hornblower’s biographer as “one of the most beautiful cities in 
Europe” and it was while HMS Indefatigable was weighing anchor in the Bay of Cadiz that 
Hornblower saw his first Spanish galleys. These were hundred oared vessels rowed by two 
hundred galley slaves or prisoners and they stank to a very high degree. (MID-SG)  
It was explained that the prison hulk, Santa Barbara, on which Hornblower was facing his 
examination for lieutenant had been “one of the prizes captured in Rodney’s action off 
Cadiz in 1780”. (MID-EL) 
When Hornblower was at a dinner hosted by the Governor of Gibraltar, there was a toast to 
the idea that “the Dons make up their minds to leave Cadiz”. As Hornblower was 
subsequently to discover, when that wish was granted to the Royal Navy it was not to his 
personal advantage as it led to nearly two years in captivity. (MID-DD) 
From Admiral Cornwallis, Hornblower received orders to sail to Cadiz immediately to obtain 
information from the British Consul about the anticipated arrival of the Spanish treasure 
fleet. “By the cumbrous law of Spain the flota had to discharge its cargo at Cadiz, and 
nowhere else”. As he neared the port, with his telescope picking up “the gleaming white of 
the city”, the Hotspur exchanged salutes with the castle of Santa Catalina as she arrived, 
being guided in by a Spanish pilot “between the Pig and the Sows”. While in the harbour, his 
steward, Doughty , deserted by going into the water from his captain’s cabin and swimming 
ashore to avoid execution for striking a petty officer. The Hotspur soon left harbour to join 
the squadron under the command of Captain Moore assembled to intercept the Spanish 
treasure fleet. See under Cape St Vincent. The Royal Navy resumed its blockade of Cadiz 
once a declaration of war was expected. Hornblower learnt this when he encountered a 
squadron under Admiral Parker, newly detached from the Channel Fleet off Ushant.  See 
also reference under Le Havre. (HOT) 
See reference under Ferrol. (CRS) 
Hornblower’s biographer pointed out that “the destruction of the French and Spanish fleets 
outside Cadiz” in the battle of Trafalgar gave the Royal Navy command of the Atlantic and 
allowed it to move more ships into the Mediterranean. (ATR) 
See reference under Portugal. (HAP) 
See also reference under Andalusia. (SOL) 
 
Caen (River and Town): 
According to Lieutenant Freeman, commander of HMS Porta Coeli, this was the “Cane 
River”.  See under Seine. (LDH) 
 
Calais: 
Hornblower thought that the phrase, “the sooner the better” “might be found written on a 
naval officer’s heart like Queen Mary’s Calais”. (ATR) 
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In 1848, a desperate Prince Louis Napoleon Bonaparte was trying to reach Dover to catch 
“the steam packet to Calais” in order to reach Paris within forty-eight hours. (CRS-LE) 
 
Camaret: 
Camaret, around from Pointe Toulinguet, was where some French coasters had sheltered 
under it batteries before they set off to go up the Toulinguet Passage and then up the 
Goulet in an attempt to reach the port at Brest. See also under Grand Gouin. (HOT)  
 
Camperdown: 
“After Camperdown”, Admiral Lord Parry had been made a lord and, in 1803 and playing 
whist in the Long Rooms gambling house in Portsmouth with Hornblower, he was now a 
commissioner of the navy. (LTH) 
By late 1800, according to Hornblower’s biographer, “the victories of St Vincent and the Nile 
and Camperdown had put an end to the imminent danger which England had gone 
through”. This was a reference to the Battle of Camperdown in 1797 that took place in the 
North Sea off the Dutch coast. (CRS-WM) 
The failure of Vice Admiral Calder to defeat the French fleet at Finisterre in July 1805 
contrasted with the clear victory at Camperdown. (CRS) 
Hornblower’s biographer made another passing reference to the Battle of Camperdown by 
mentioning “Duncan, who destroyed the Dutch Navy at Camperdown”. (LDH) 
 
Cape Ada: 
There was a Turkish fort on Cape Ada and “the pine- clad slopes of the Ada Peninsula”. Its 
location is on the tip of Passage Island in the entrance to Marmorice Bay. See under 
Marmorice. (ATR) 
 
Cape Angistro: Situated in Turkey on the Aegean Sea. See under Mediterranean. (ATR) 
 
Cape Arcona: 
Cape Arcona is the headland north of Rugen at the southern end of the Baltic Sea. See under 
Adlergrund. The nearby Arcona Deep was said to be ninety-one fathoms in an area where 
there were also shoals. (COM) 
 
Cape Bugar: 
Cape Bugar on the Catalonian coast in the western Mediterranean was near Palamos Point. 
It “limited” Rosas Bay to the south. This was where Hornblower was due to rendezvous with 
the other two ships of the Inshore Squadron, Pluto and Caligula. (SOL) 
 
Cape Carbomara:  
This is a promontory of south-eastern Sardinia. See under Gibraltar. (ATR) 
 
Cape Cerbera:  See under Cerbere and Port Vendres. (SOL) 
 
Cape Cope: See under Cartagena. (ATR) 
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Cape Creux (or Cape Creus): 
The “green-topped” Cape Creux is a headland at the far north east of Catalonia just south of 
the French border and where “a spur of the Pyrenees came jutting down to the 
Mediterranean, carrying the Spanish coastline out its furthest easterly point”. It was the 
northern extremity of Rosas Bay. Hornblower sighted this peninsula as the Sutherland 
approached the Spanish coast on a mission to intercept French shipping hugging the shore. 
He had to keep this headland firmly in his calculations as he slowly took the dismasted Pluto 
in tow to lead her off a dangerous lee shore. To add to the danger there was a gun battery 
on the Cape capable of firing forty-two pounder balls at the Sutherland and Pluto. See also 
under Marseille. (SOL) (FLY) 
 
Cape Finisterre: See under Finisterre. (HOT) 
 
Cape de Gata: 
A promontory on the south coast of Spain. See under Mediterranean and Cartagena. (ATR) 
 
Cape de la Heve: 
According to Lieutenant Freeman, commander of HMS Porta Coeli, this was “Cape dee lay 
Heave” See under Seine. (LDH) 
 
Cape Kullen: 
Cape Kullen in Sweden lies in the Kattegat. Hornblower’s squadron sighted it before 
entering the Sound as they sailed south through it to enter the Baltic Sea. See under 
Kattegat. (COM) 
 
Cape Kum: 
Cape Kum is on the Aegean mainland of Turkey. The Atropos sailed near it on her voyage to 
Marmorice. See under Mediterranean and see the inset on Map 17 of the “Hornblower 
Companion”. (ATR) 
 
Cape Ortegal: 
As Hornblower and the Hotspur rushed to Cadiz from Brittany, they had “the satisfaction of 
making a neat landfall off Cape Ortegal”, a point on the coast of north western Spain. They 
sailed on towards Cape Roca –see below. (HOT) 
 
Cape Roca: 
When Hornblower and the Hotspur rushed down from Brittany to Cadiz, “they plunged 
along, close-hauled now, to weather Cape Roca”. This is the westernmost point of the Sintra 
mountain range in Portugal to the west of Lisbon. (HOT) 
 
Cape Sari: See under Marmorice. (ATR) 
 
Cape Spartel: 
Cape Spartel is a promontory in Morocco near the entrance to the Strait of Gibraltar. While 
dining with Lady Barbara, Hornblower, Bush and others on HMS Lydia, Lieutenant Gerard 
told his story about “his encounter with an Algerine corsair off Cape Spartel in his old slaving 
days”. (HAP) 
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Cape St Vincent:  
When Hornblower began sailing the prize sloop, La Reve, from Gibraltar to Plymouth, a 
course was initially set for Cape St Vincent but he later changed it slightly to keep clear of 
fog. Later, after a small Spanish fleet had captured him, he could hear in the distance 
towards Cape St Vincent the sound of broadsides being fired when “the British fleet must 
have caught the Spaniards at last”. This refers to the Battle of Cape St Vincent that took 
place on 14th February 1797 off the coast of Portugal. Admiral Jervis, later Lord St Vincent, 
led the British fleet. (MID-DD) (FLY) 
After concluding his meeting in Cadiz with the resident British Consul, Hornblower’s next 
task was to rendezvous with four frigates on a given distance and bearing from Cape St 
Vincent. Map 13 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the patrol area off St Vincent for 
Captain Moore’s Squadron of which the Hotspur was initially a member. It was off the coast 
of Southern Portugal, “Lagos, St Vincent, Sagres; all great names in the history of the sea”,  
that the Hotspur sighted the French frigate, Felicite, and then proceeded to shadow her and 
attempt to stop her from warning the approaching Spanish treasure fleet of Moore’s 
presence. (HOT) 
See also under Camperdown. (CRS-WM) 
When Hornblower led the recapture of HMS Flame by crossing the decks of the French 
gunboat, Bonne Celestine, the British papers likened his exploit to “Nelson’s capture of the 
San Josef at Cape St Vincent”. A modest Hornblower typically thought this was an absurd 
comparison. (LDH) 
 
Capuchins (or Point Capuchins or Capucins):  
This is a rocky islet at the entrance to the Goulet and close to Camaret Bay. See under Petit 
Minou and Brest. (HOT) 
 
Carthage: 
In the quiet times of blockade duty outside Brest during 1803, Hornblower took lunar 
observations to attempt to establish various longitudinal positions, “a subject of debate 
since the days of the Carthaginians”. Ancient Carthage lay in what is now modern Tunisia in 
North Africa. (HOT) 
Hornblower wondered whether the loss of the Sutherland in Rosas Bay might be used by 
Bonaparte for propaganda purposes to show that “England was tottering to her fall like 
ancient Carthage”. Hornblower had in fact thought correctly because a French article later 
referred to England as “the modern Carthage”. At one time, Carthage was regarded as a 
threat to the existence of Rome and the parallel was being drawn with the threat of Britain 
to Bonaparte and the French Empire. (FLY) 
 
Cartagena (or Carthagena): (not to be confused with Cartagena in Colombia) 
Carthagena on the south coast of Spain was one of the ports, together with Cadiz, from 
where Spanish galleys would quickly put out in order to attack and capture “merchant ships 
becalmed while trying to pass through the Strait of Gibraltar”. (MID-SG) 
When Hornblower and Captain “Dreadnought Foster” were rescued in the dark from the 
water in Gibraltar harbour by a Spanish boat that itself was subsequently captured by a 
British guard boat, Foster wanted to “send them back to Cartagena under cartel, free 
without exchange. They saved our lives.” (MID-EL)   
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In 1806, Cartagena was the principal Spanish naval base. Hornblower’s orders, after 
discharging the recovered gold and silver from Marmorice at Gibraltar, were to “scour the 
Mediterranean coast of southern Spain, disorganise the Spanish coasting trade, gather up 
any information he could by observation of the harbours”. As he approached Cartagena, 
Hornblower could see its castle and the towers of the churches beyond its sheltering island 
of La Escombrera. He sailed closer in to see what shipping was there. Before reaching this 
stage of his reconnaissance trip, Hornblower had looked at the Spanish “harbours and 
roadsteads” of Malaga, Motril and Almeria on the Spanish coast and after rounding Cape de 
Gata and Cape Cope, he reached Cartagena. In the harbour, Hornblower found four Spanish 
ships of the line and a frigate laid up but in the outer harbour there  was a big Spanish 
frigate, the Castilla, “one of the survivors of Trafalgar”,  which started a pursuit of the 
Atropos. Hornblower briskly withdrew out to open sea passing Palos Point on the way. Map 
17 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the track of the Atropos during this stage of her 
voyage. (ATR) 
 
Castellon:  
Castellon is a city in the northern part of Valencia with the Mediterranean lying to its east. 
See under Rosas. (SOL) 
 
Castile: 
In the middle ages, the kingdom of Castile was a state located on the Iberian Peninsula with 
its coast on the Bay of Biscay. The commander of the Spanish lugger encountered by 
Hornblower near the Gulf of Panama spoke to him “with Castilian courtesy”. (HAP) 
 
Catalonia: 
Hornblower had been told that HMS Sutherland would be “employed on the coast of 
Catalonia in concert with the Spanish army” in north eastern Spain. This is what later 
happened. At that time in 1810, “the coast of Catalonia from the frontier to Tarragona” was 
in the hands of the French. (SOL) (OMT-CO) (FLY) 
 
Caudebec:  
Caudebec is a town on the River Seine between Rouen and Le Havre. This is where Captain 
Bush, Hornblower’s staunchest friend, was killed in action. Bush died leading British seamen 
and marines in an expedition from Le Havre with the purpose of destroying French siege 
artillery that was advancing to Le Havre. Although the French had guards at nearby 
Lillebonne and Bolbec to cover the unloading of the barges, the attack succeeded totally in 
the destruction of the “vast twenty-four pounders” and all the accompanying ammunition. 
However, it was the huge destructive force of a hundred tons of gunpowder exploding that 
had also killed Bush and one hundred and fifty of his men. Five out of the seven boats used 
in the mission were also lost. Later, as the Flame and the Porta Coeli approached Caudebec 
on their royal progress up to Rouen, Hornblower took the opportunity to look at the 
widespread damage in the town. As the ships passed, “Hornblower stood silent in tribute to 
his friend”. (LDH)  
 
 
Cerbere: 
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Cerbere is situated in France close to the Spanish-French border and not far from the 
Mediterranean. It was the first place where Hornblower, together with Bush and Brown, 
stayed overnight when they were being taken from Rosas to Paris for trial. They stayed at 
the Hotel Iena where a local surgeon attended to Bush who was slowly recovering from the 
removal of the leg that he lost when he was wounded in the action between the Sutherland 
and four French warships in Rosas Bay. See under Nevers. (FLY) 
 
Cette (now known as Sete): 
Cette was described as a small town “perched up on the top of a little hill prominent above 
the surrounding flat land” and it reminded Hornblower of the town of Rye on the coast in 
Sussex overlooking Romney Marsh. Medieval fortifications surrounded the towns of Cette 
and Aigues-Mortes in the Gulf of Lions in the Mediterranean. Because of them, Hornblower 
regarded the Gulf of Lions as being an unprofitable area in which “to stir up confusion”. 
However, behind Cette “was the big lagoon called the Etang de Thau” and this was an 
important link in the chain of inland waterways for French shipping stretching from 
Marseille and the Rhone Valley to the Pyrenees. Map 24 in “The Hornblower Companion” 
displays this area. (SOL) 
 
Cevennes: 
The Cevennes is a range of mountains in south-central France and is the source of several 
French rivers including the Loire and the Allier. See under Loire. (FLY) 
 
Champagne: 
This is the very famous wine district in north-eastern France. To Hornblower however, as he 
faced the threat of a counter attack by Napoleon’s army at Le Havre, it was amazement that 
the “tottering Empire” could still find sufficient forces for this and at the same time still be 
“fighting for his life on the snow-covered fields of Champagne”. (LDH) 
 
Charybdis: See under Scylla. (ATR) (LDH) 
 
Chateau de Gracay:  
The Chateau de Gracay was where Hornblower, Bush and Brown were taken in and 
sheltered during their escape from their French guards during their journey to Paris for trial 
and probable execution. It was the home of the Comte de Gracay and his daughter in law, 
Marie, and situated close to the town of Nevers and near to the River Loire. See under 
Nevers. The location and description of the chateau appears to be an idea by Hornblower’s 
biographer of what such a place would have been like and in a location that would conform 
to Hornblower’s experience. Similar comments have been made about Smallbridge, 
Hornblower’s country house in Kent and Seitz-Bunau in Germany. See under Smallbridge 
and Seitz-Bunau. (In the C S Forester Society’s publication of Reflections 18 in 2011, Ludwig 
Heuse, at the time of writing the Chairman of the Society, wrote an article about his attempt 
to find the “real” Chateau de Gracay. He found what seemed like a good fit for the chateau 
based on CSF’s description albeit situated about three kilometres from the banks of the Loire. 
However, confusingly there is a village actually called Gracay some 120 kilometres west of 
Nevers and not close to the river). (FLY) 
Hornblower returned to the chateau on a visit in 1814 where he was warmly welcomed. He 
travelled from Smallbridge with Brown, their journey of a few days passing through 
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Montargis and Briare before reaching the upper Loire. While there, Hornblower and Marie 
resumed their affair. Brown married Annette, the daughter of Jeanne and Bertrand, the, 
chateau’s cook and footman. Brown explained to Hornblower that he and his wife were 
thinking of using his prize money to set up a restaurant possibly in London, Rome or Paris. 
The stay at the chateau immediately ended when news arrived that Bonaparte had escaped 
from Elba and with an apparently all-conquering army was again taking control of France. 
Hornblower’s immediate plan of escape for him and Brown and Marie and the Count was to 
“cross the bridge at Nevers, and head for Bourges and La Rochelle. In the Vendee we shall 
have our best chance”. However, the Duchess of Angouleme persuaded Hornblower to stay 
in France and, with the Count of Gracay, to fight a guerrilla war against the republican 
forces. In June 1815, “the campaign of the Upper Loire was begun”. This campaign was 
doomed to fail because of the superior force used on behalf of the newly returned 
Bonaparte. At one desperate stage Hornblower tried to rally his small group by reminding 
them of great French victories in the past such as at Marengo and Jena, (unfortunately for 
his case these were victories by Bonaparte) and at Steinkerks and Fontenoys, (both Bourbon 
victories). See under Marengo, Jena, Steinkerks and Fontenoys. (LDH) 
 
Cherbourg: See under Seine. (LDH) 
 
Cintra (Sintra): 
See reference under Cape Roca. (HOT) 
Cintra is close to the city of Lisbon in Portugal. In 1808, a large force of a defeated French 
army was allowed to evacuate from Cintra in what was to become a fiasco for the British. 
The future Duke of Wellington was involved but he was absolved of any blame in the inquiry 
that followed. This turned out to be as fortunate politically for the Government of the time 
as was Hornblower’s escape from France in 1811. (FLY) 
 
Ciudad Rodrigo: See reference under Badajoz. (COM) 
 
Clermont-Ferrand: 
Clermont-Ferrand is in the Auvergne in central France. See under Nevers. (FLY) 
 
Concha d’Oro: See under Palermo. (ATR) 
 
Constantinople (Istanbul): 
In 1806, when Hornblower was in Turkish waters, Constantinople was the capital of the 
Ottoman Empire. See under Turkey. (ATR) 
 
Copenhagen: 
The failure of Vice Admiral Calder to defeat the French at the battle of Finisterre in 1805 was 
in contrast with the clear victory at Copenhagen in 1801. (See also under Camperdown and 
the Nile).  (CRS) 
See also a reference to it under Saltholm. (COM) 
 
 
Corbin:  
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“Corbin, Trepieds, and so on” were some of “the wild tangle of rocks and shoals outside the 
(Toulinguet) Passage”. See also under Brest. (HOT) 
 
Cordouan: A lighthouse near the mouth of the Gironde estuary. See under Gironde. (MID-
MQ) 
 
Corfu: 
The excuse used by Hornblower when the Atropos arrived in Marmorice Bay to recover 
sunken bullion from a lost British transport ship was to tell the Turks that they were looking 
for two French warships that had “escaped from Corfu three weeks back”. A small British 
force was said to be off Crete looking for them too. See under Marmorice and the Seven 
Islands. (ATR) 
 
Corsica: 
After leaving Gibraltar in 1806, Hornblower’s orders were to “scour the Mediterranean 
coast of Spain” and then to “look in at Corsica”. However, he was unable to carry out this 
last task because of the battle and subsequent damage incurred with the Spanish frigate, 
Castilla. Later, while in Palermo, Hornblower heard of the existence of the “Corsican 
Rangers”, French deserters in British uniforms, who formed part of the defence of Sicily 
against a French invasion. (ATR) 
This French island in the Mediterranean is forever famous as being the birthplace of the 
“Corsican Tyrant” or “Corsican Colossus”, Napoleon Bonaparte. In 1810, “the Corsican was 
still building fleets in nearly every port in Europe, Hamburg, Antwerp, Brest, Toulon, Venice 
and Trieste”. This was happening after the Battle of Trafalgar some five years before. In 
1812, the local parson in Smallbridge had welcomed Hornblower “with all the glory you 
have won in the war against the Corsican tyrant”.  (SOL) (FLY) (COM) 
 
Corunna (La Coruna): 
During his two years or so of captivity in Ferrol, Hornblower was able to stand on its 
headland and look across the bay at the town of Corunna and “its white houses resembling 
pieces of sugar scattered over the slopes”. Corunna Bay was guarded by the battery of San 
Anton. (MID-DD) 
 
Cotentin Coast: See under Seine. (LDH) 
 
Council Rocks: 
The Council Rocks were one of the many rocky hazards to shipping in the approaches to 
Brest just before entry into the Goulet. See under Brest. (HOT) 
 
Courland:  
Courland was a historic region on the Baltic and it is now in modern day west Latvia. In 
1812, it was part of the Russian Empire. (COM) 
 
 
 
 
Crete: 
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When the Atropos sailed from Malta to the Turkish coast to find the Bay of Marmorice, they 
were becalmed for one night south of Crete with no “single breath of a Levanter”. See also 
under Corfu. (ATR) 
It was off this Greek island in the Mediterranean that HMS Leander had surrendered to a 
French ship after the loss of ninety-two out of three hundred of her crew. This defeat 
compares with the surrender by Hornblower of HMS Sutherland after an even greater 
number of casualties. (FLY) 
 
Croatia: See under Russia with a list of Britain’s allies in 1813. (LDH) 
 
Danube: 
While taking part in defending Riga from a French assault, Hornblower ordered the use of 
low-draft bomb ketches to fire on French artillery. The bomb vessels had been lightened 
because of shallow water and the use of a “Danube rudder” was proposed to steer them. 
Presumably, such devices were common on the River Danube in Austria. In the event, 
another device was employed in the form of a large barrel streamed out astern with a line 
to either side of the ship acting as a lever on it. (COM) 
 
Danzig (modern name- Gdansk): 
In 1812, the Foreign Office had briefed Hornblower that “the south shore of the Baltic (was) 
swarming with Bonaparte’s troops” with army camps at Danzig and Stettin. The River Vistula 
flows in to the Baltic here. Maps 25 and 27 in “The Hornblower Companion” show the 
position of Danzig in the Baltic. (COM) 
 
Dardanelles: 
The Dardanelles is the narrow strait in north-western Turkey connecting the Aegean, and 
therefore the Mediterranean, with the Sea of Marmara allowing access to the Black Sea and 
Russia. See under Turkey. (ATR) 
Hornblower speculated that if France defeated Russia and then over-ran Sweden, “the 
whole of Europe, from North Cape to the Dardanelles” would be under Bonaparte’s rule. 
(COM) 
 
Daugavgriva: 
The small town of Daugavgriva is on the left bank of the River Dwina to the north west of 
Riga. Map 28 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows its important and vulnerable position 
during the siege of Riga by Bonaparte’s army. The taking of this village would have cut off all 
relief of Riga by sea. (COM) 
 
Dead Sea: 
This reference to the Dead Sea was in the context of “Dead Sea fruit, turning to ashes in the 
mouth”. Hornblower’s elation at the prospect of sharing in the prize money from the 
prospective capture of a Spanish treasure fleet disappeared when he considered that he 
“had connived at” the desertion of his steward, Doughty, to spare him being hung for 
striking a petty officer. (HOT) 
 
 
Denmark: 
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See briefing note under Baltic and also the reference under Austria. (COM) 
A ship from Denmark was referred to as a “Dane” and one ship approaching the water hoy, 
Princess, was so called in the vain hope that it was not a French warship. (CRS) 
Denmark was at one time one of “Bonaparte’s unwilling allies” until it “fell away from its 
allegiance”. (LDH) 
 
Devils Teeth (Dientes del Diablo): 
The Devil’s Teeth is a “long wicked reef” running out to the Atlantic from under the low cliffs 
of the headland to the west of Ferrol. It was on this reef that a Spanish privateer had run 
aground in an extreme south-westerly gale while being pursued by the British frigate, HMS 
Syrtis. Hornblower was able to organise a rescue mission to save two lives from the wreck 
and in so doing earned the recognition of the Spanish authorities that led to his freedom 
from captivity. (MID-DD)  
See also under Ferrol. (HOT) 
 
Dresden: 
While Hornblower’s squadron sailed up further into the Baltic, some German newspapers 
were obtained from a Prussian fishing boat. One of the papers wrote about a meeting that 
had taken place in Dresden. The meeting was between Bonaparte and “seven kings and 
twenty-one sovereign princes”. The kings were from “Holland, Naples, Bavaria, 
Wurttemberg, Westphalia, Saxony and Prussia”. The papers also reported that the French 
Imperial Guard was at Dresden. (COM) 
 
Dunkirk: 
When HMS Atropos was at anchor in a very foggy Downs just off the coast of Kent, 
Hornblower detected and later captured a French privateer. The ship was a Dunkirk trawler, 
the Vengeance, disguised as a Ramsgate trawler and “crammed full of men” so that she 
could send prize crews to take home captured British merchant ships. (ATR)  
 
Dwina (or the Daugava): 
The city of Riga lay on the banks of the River Dwina. It entered the Baltic Sea at the smaller 
town of Daugavgriva to the north west of Riga. See also under Riga. Hornblower prudently 
did not take his squadron into the Dwina River to avoid any risk of not being able to 
withdraw when it might be necessary. As the intensity of the siege of Riga intensified, 
Hornblower knew his ships “to be safe, anchored at the mouth of the Dwina”. (COM) 
 
Dwina Maude: 
Hornblower attended a conference with the defenders of Riga at this location close to the 
river. (COM) 
 
Egypt: 
When Hornblower asked Mr Low, the surgeon on HMS Indefatigable, about the men 
suffering boils, his response was that, mainly due to their diet, they had “boils – gurry sores 
– blains- all the plagues of Egypt”. (MID-MG) 
In early 1806, when Hornblower was involved with the organisation of Nelson’s water-borne 
funeral procession from Greenwich up river to Whitehall Steps, the task was likened to “an 



 

Page | 52 

operation as elaborate as Abercrombie’s landing on the Egyptian coast” and that was in the 
Mediterranean where there were no tides. See also under Turkey. (ATR) 
 
Elba: 
Elba was the Mediterranean island where Napoleon Bonaparte was held as a prisoner after 
his abdication in 1814 until he escaped to France a year later. There then began a hundred 
day campaign until his defeat at the Battle of Waterloo. (LDH) 
In 1821, Hornblower was well aware of the consequences of another escape by Napoleon 
from St Helena and the possibility of another “bloody cycle of defeat and victory”. (HWI-EH)  
 
Elbing (now Elblag in Poland): 
A town in northern Poland in the Gulf of Danzig. In 1812, it had a garrison of Bonaparte’s 
army stationed there. See under Danzig and Frisches Haff. (COM) 
 
Elsinore: 
A Danish town on the Kattegat opposite Helsingborg in Sweden. See under Kattegat. (COM) 
 
Escombrera: A small island just off Cartagena. See under Cartagena. (ATR) 
 
Estonia:  
Estonia is a country on the eastern coast of the Baltic and on the south side of the Gulf of 
Finland. Sweden lies to its west across the Baltic. (COM) 
 
Etang de Thau and Etang de Vic: 
The etangs were lagoons on the French Mediterranean coast in the Gulf of Lions. They 
formed part of an inland waterway allowing the safe transit of French shipping from 
Marseille westwards. The narrow spit of sand on the short section between the town of 
Aigues-Mortes and the Etang de Thau gave Hornblower the opportunity to attack and burn 
“one of the French coasters, plying between Port Vendres and Marseille”. Reference is 
made to Map 24 in “The Hornblower Companion”. (SOL) 
 
Falsterbo:  
This is a town at the south-western tip of Sweden. After being fired on by Danish batteries 
at Amager and Saltholm, Hornblower was relieved to be able to round Falsterbo “well clear 
of the Swedish batteries” as his squadron sailed on into the Baltic Sea. Before reaching this 
point, the damaged bomb ketch, HMS Harvey, had been “jury rigged” to allow her to 
continue sailing with the squadron. (COM) 
 
Ferrol: 
Hornblower spent a short period away from HMS Indefatigable when Captain Pellew 
detached him to fill a vacancy for an officer on HMS Marguerite. This ship was mentioned as 
being on blockade duty outside Ferrol. See under Biscay. (OMT-HD) 
Following his capture at sea when the prize sloop, Le Reve, found herself becalmed in the 
middle of a Spanish fleet, Hornblower spent over two years in captivity in Ferrol. He used 
the time to learn to speak Spanish but also in his wanderings in the area while out on parole 
he acquired an extensive knowledge of the port, the dockyard and its surroundings and all 
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its defences.  Map 7 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the area where Hornblower 
spent over two years in captivity.  (MID-DD)  
Hornblower later recalled that, as a midshipman, he had been a prisoner of the Spanish in 
Ferrol on the Atlantic coast. It was because he was there that he would not have heard 
about “a bloody rebellion in Ireland” and “Irishmen who had escaped had taken service with 
France in large numbers”. The prisoner McCool executed on HMS Renown was one of them. 
(CRS-WM) 
When Hornblower was a prisoner in Ferrol, Pellew “in the old Indefatigable” had “once 
confused a French squadron escaping from Brest by imitating the French signals”. 
Hornblower later used this ruse in the Hotspur by copying their nightlights when several 
French transports attempted to break the blockade of Brest. He again remembered his 
“weary months in captivity” as the Hotspur rushed down to Cadiz while “flying along the 
Biscay coast just within sight of Ferrol”. During this part of the voyage, “he tried vainly to 
make out the Dientes del Diablo where he had earned his freedom”. (HOT) 
Hornblower was later to make good use of his knowledge of Ferrol when he reported to the 
Secretary to the Lords of the Admiralty. He had just learnt that the French fleet under 
Villeneuve was in Ferrol. Hornblower was able to explain why it was a difficult port to 
blockade. It was four times further away from Britain than Brest making supply and 
communication more difficult. There was also no safe refuge to leeward compared with Tor 
Bay for the fleet blockading Brest. He went on to explain that, by contrast, “a fleet 
blockading Cadiz could rely on the friendly neutrality of Portugal, and had Lisbon on one 
flank and Gibraltar on the other”. Nelson had anchorages in Sardinia for watching Toulon. 
For the French, Ferrol had more exits than Brest thus making observation harder for a 
watching British blockade. However, Ferrol and “its facilities as a naval base lay at the far 
end of long and difficult roads over mountain passes, whether by Betanzos or Villalba”. It 
was thought supply by road for Ferrol could be “more than the Spaniards could manage”. 
Ferrol was said to be “at least ten days by courier from Paris”. In the summer of 1805, 
Hornblower, when he was reporting to the Secretary of the Admiralty, had suggested that a 
fake “order from Boney to Villeneuve” to sail from Ferrol would bring about a necessary 
battle with the French fleet. See also under Spanish Biscay. (CRS) 
Later, when Hornblower was on HMS Sutherland in the Western Mediterranean, he 
reflected that he was content to let the crews of various prize vessels escape because he did 
not want the burden of prisoners. “He had been a prisoner himself for two weary years in 
Ferrol”. (SOL) 
See reference under Rosas. (FLY) 
Even as a Commodore in the Baltic with his own squadron, Hornblower had never forgotten 
what it was like to be a prisoner. He was thinking of his experiences in Ferrol and Rosas and 
in France. (COM) 
 
Fettech: 
When the Atropos anchored in Marmorice Bay, the local Mudir, or headman, visited the 
ship. He successfully sold the story to Hornblower that there were pirates in the area, “a 
(Greek) fellow called Michael the Slayer of Turks” who was at Fettech “just along the coast”. 
The Mudir persuaded Hornblower to remain in the Bay until the return of the local army 
that was apparently at Adalia, “a week’s march away”. (ATR) 
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Figueras (or Figueres):  
Figueras is a town in the province of Gerona in Catalonia, Spain. See reference under 
Gerona. (SOL) 
 
Finisterre (or Cape Finisterre):  
When Hornblower received urgent orders to proceed immediately south to Cadiz after his 
rendezvous with Admiral Cornwallis in his flagship to the west of Brittany, he asked his 
sailing master, Mr Prowse, for “a course to weather Finisterre”. (HOT) 
Cape Finisterre is a peninsula on the west coast of Galicia in north western Spain. It was 
mentioned by the captain of the water hoy, Princess, as he and Hornblower saw “a veritable 
fleet bearing down on them” on its way there. There were thirteen British ships of the line 
together with several frigates under the command of Vice-Admiral Calder. The French fleet 
under Villeneuve had broken out of the Mediterranean and was now heading back from the 
West Indies to Brest. “Calder fought him off Finisterre and was given the slip”. Calder’s 
failure in this battle in July 1805 caused much public anger in England when people heard 
that the French had reached Ferrol.  (CRS) 
 
Finland: 
Finland is a country in northern Europe with the Gulf of Bothnia to the west and the Gulf of 
Finland to the south, both gulfs being part of the Baltic Sea. See also under Vistula. In 1812, 
Russia had recently conquered Finland. See briefing under Baltic. Bush was alarmed to learn 
that Braun, Hornblower’s “Swedish clerk” on the Nonsuch, was in fact a Finn. To a 
superstitious seaman, the presence of a Finn on a ship gave an image of “a warlock who 
could conjure up storms by lifting his finger”. As it later turned out during Hornblower’s visit 
to St Petersburg, the behaviour of this particular Finn would be greatly alarming. (COM) 
 
Fleurus:  
The battle of Fleurus in June 1794 was a decisive French victory. Hornblower’s biographer 
mentioned it because the site of the battlefield in modern day Belgium was the same as the 
Battle of Ligny in June 1815. See under Ligny. (LDH) 
 
Florence: 
Florence was and is the principal city of Tuscany. When the so-called Duchess of Wharfdale 
arrived in Gibraltar on her way home to England, she explained that she had escaped from 
Florence when “the French marched in” and after reaching Leghorn she had “bribed a 
coaster to bring her here”. (MID-DD) 
 
Flushing: 
Flushing (or in Dutch, Vlissingen) is a port town in the Netherlands. Captain Elliot of HMS 
Pluto was said to be “still shaken sometimes with the ague he acquired at Flushing”. (SOL) 
 
Fontenoys:  
This was the site of a decisive French victory in May 1745 over a mixed army of Dutch, 
British, Hanoverian and Holy Roman Empire forces during the War of the Austrian 
Succession. It took place at Tournai in Belgium. See under Chateau de Gracay. (LDH) 
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Fort Ricasoli, Malta: 
This fort commanded the entrance to Grand Harbour together with Fort St Elmo. See also 
under Malta. (ATR) 
 
Fort St Elmo, Malta: See above. (ATR) 
 
Fort Trinidad: See under Rosas. (SOL) 
 
Four: 
Like the Raz, “the Passage of the Four inshore of Ushant” was another of the approaches to 
Brest patrolled by Hornblower in HMS Hotspur. (HOT) 
 
Frisches Haff (now Vistula Spit or Curonian Lagoon): 
The Frisches Haff is situated in the Gulf of Danzig in the Baltic Sea. It is separated from the 
sea by a long sandspit some 56 miles long and between 6 to 15 miles wide. “It was the scene 
of extensive barge traffic from Elbing to Konigsberg”. “Its narrow entrance was guarded by 
the guns of the fortress of Pillau” and therefore the French regarded it as a “perfectly safe 
route for waterborne supplies”. Map 27 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the layout 
for when boats from Hornblower’s squadron raided and destroyed shipping anchored there 
in June 1812. (COM) 
 
Gascony:  
An area in south-western France. See under Lille. (LDH) 
 
Genoa: 
The city of Genoa is a Mediterranean port. In Hornblower’s time, it had been under French 
rule since 1796. See also under Malta. (LTH) 
See under Mediterranean. (SOL) 
 
Germany: 
See under Malgret and Seitz Bunau. (SOL) 
See briefing note under Baltic. (COM) 
 
Gerona: 
Gerona was a city in Catalonia that the French had besieged for seven months before they 
finally conquered it in December 1809. During its occupation, to supply the French army by 
road was almost impossible and therefore it still needed access by sea, as Hornblower was 
able to confirm when he later took several small supply vessels as prizes. Colonel Villena, a 
Spanish hussar, later explained how the French had defeated his forces at Tordera while “on 
the march back from Gerona”. Such was the brutality of the French towards the local 
Spanish, it was said that “the road from Figueras to Gerona is lined with gallows, and upon 
every gallows is a corpse”. (SOL) 
Another victim of the French was “Alvarez, the heroic defender of Gerona”. He was the 
Spanish military governor during its siege who died in French hands in 1810.  Hornblower 
thought of him when he was being taken to France for probable execution. See also under 
Zaragoza, Navarre and Vincennes. (FLY) 
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Gibraltar (or Straits of Gibraltar): 
It was on a day of no wind with HMS Indefatigable escorting a convoy of becalmed grain 
ships from Oran on its way to Gibraltar that two Spanish galleys came out from Cadiz to 
attack them. Map 5 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the position of this incident. 
Hornblower’s biographer explained that the lack of allies in Europe meant that the British 
had to provision their Mediterranean garrisons with grain and cattle bought from towns in 
North Africa such as at Oran, Algiers, Tetuan and also the Barbary States. Pellew, in 
command of the convoy, was trying to get his ships into the relative safety of Gibraltar and 
alongside the Mole there. (MID-SG) 
Hornblower’s biographer explained that in Gibraltar harbour, “the whole naval effort of 
England in the Mediterranean was perforce based here”. This was the location for 
Hornblower’s first examination for promotion from Acting Lieutenant to Midshipman. 
Map 5 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the location where Spanish fire-ships were 
sent into the Gibraltar anchorage thus terminating Hornblower’s interview and therefore 
any chance of promotion at that time. (MID-EL) 
When Hornblower was later ashore in Oran to organise the collection of a cargo of grain and 
cattle for the fleet, the outbreak of the plague there meant that he could not go back on 
board the Indefatigable until after a period of three weeks’ quarantine. Consequently, 
Captain Pellew ordered him to sail the transport brig, Caroline, with its cargo to Gibraltar 
and report there when no longer in quarantine. The route of the three-week voyage of the 
Caroline is shown on Map 6 in “The Hornblower Companion”. (MID-NA) 
Acting-Lieutenant Hornblower later arrived in Gibraltar in command of a French sloop, Le 
Reve, a ship captured by the Indefatigable. Gibraltar was described as being a “beleaguered 
fortress” at the time. Here the Admiral of the base ordered him to sail the sloop as a prize 
back to Plymouth. However, in addition to carrying despatches to England he was charged 
with taking home the so-called Duchess of Wharfdale. As Le Reve left Gibraltar for 
Plymouth, she went out into the Atlantic on 13th February 1797, the day before Valentine’s 
Day, when the Spanish captured both the ship and Hornblower. Before, she had passed 
close to Algeciras and Tarifa before rounding Cape Marroqui with a course set for St 
Vincent. Later, “Cape Trafalgar was just visible on the starboard bow”. (MID-DD) 
The food and elegance enjoyed by Hornblower at the dinner he attended on HMS Tonnant, 
Captain Pellew’s flagship, while off Brest in 1803 reminded him of the dinner he had 
enjoyed as a midshipman at Government House in Gibraltar. (HOT) 
When Hornblower encountered Rear-Admiral “Dreadnought” Foster in Plymouth on his 
return from relinquishing command of HMS Hotspur, he recalled that Foster had been one 
of the board of captains at his examination for lieutenant in Gibraltar while he was a 
midshipman on HMS Indefatigable. That was on the night that the Spanish sent in their fire-
ships. However, it seemed that the admiral did not remember him. Gibraltar was also 
mentioned as being a friendly refuge in extreme weather for a British fleet blockading 
nearby Cadiz. (CRS) 
When Hornblower took HMS Atropos to the Mediterranean, he had to proceed first to 
Gibraltar for further orders from the “Vice-Admiral Commanding in the Mediterranean”. On 
sailing into Gibraltar Bay, Hornblower looked up at the “towering Rock”, anchored and went 
ashore. He was given a first rendezvous point with the Fleet at Cape Carbomara, a 
promontory of south-eastern Sardinia. Following the successful recovery of gold and silver 
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from the wreck of the Speedwell in Marmorice Bay, Admiral Collingwood ordered 
Hornblower to take the Atropos back across the Mediterranean to Gibraltar to discharge the 
treasure.  (ATR) 
See reference under St Helena. (HAP) 
When Hornblower was dining with Captain Bolton on HMS Caligula, Bolton explained that 
all he could serve as lamb was “Minorquin mutton” because “my last English sheep died 
mysteriously at Gibraltar”. Later on in his Mediterranean cruise, Hornblower was aware that 
when four French ships of the line had escaped from the Toulon blockade, they could have 
been heading for the Straits of Gibraltar. (SOL)  
While in captivity in Rosas, Hornblower reflected on the fact that he was a prisoner of 
Bonaparte “whose empire extended from the Baltic to Gibraltar”. It was at Gibraltar that 
Admiral Leighton was buried. He had led the attack on the crippled French squadron in 
Rosas Bay and had received fatal injuries. This news was of particular interest to Hornblower 
as this death left Lady Barbara a widow. (FLY) 
At one stage, Hornblower recalled that Barbara’s first husband “had died under the 
surgeon’s knife at Gibraltar” (COM)  
 
Gironde: 
The Gironde estuary on the west coast of France was where HMS Indefatigable had chased 
the French corvette, Papillon, which was now lying at anchor under the protection of the 
batteries of St Dye and the fortress of Blaye on either side of the river. Guns from these 
forts were later to fire on the Papillon when they brought her down river. A cutting out 
operation with boats from the Indefatigable, including Hornblower in the jolly boat, rowing 
at night “through the shoals and mudbanks of the Gironde” captured the corvette and took 
her out to sea. The nearby lighthouse of Cordouan was mentioned in the planning of the 
operation. Bordeaux was situated further up the Gironde on the river Garonne. Reference 
should be made to Maps 2 and 3 in “The Hornblower Companion”. They provide a very 
helpful background to the action described by Hornblower’s biographer.  (MID-MQ) 
Later, at the beginning of 1806, as Hornblower steered a gig from the Atropos to investigate 
a possible privateer, he remembered when, as a midshipman in the Indefatigable, he had 
led his jolly boat up the estuary of the Gironde to cut out the Papillon. (ATR) 
 
Goulet: 
The Goulet (in English, “the gullet”) is the channel of water leading up to the harbour and 
anchorage at Brest. It was this location that Hornblower patrolled while blockading Brest in 
HMS Hotspur. Her thirteen-foot draft made it possible for her “to use the Goulet pretty 
freely”. Map 11 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the crucial position of the Goulet in 
the approaches to Brest. See also under Brest. (HOT) 
Hornblower’s successor as captain of the Hotspur was Captain Meadows who would have 
had to sail the same waters and one of its several hazards was the Black Rock. See under 
this name. (CRS) 
 
Grand Gouin:  
The Pointe du Grand Gouin is a rocky promontory to the west of Camaret and its 
fortifications were part of the defences for the approaches to Brest. Grand Gouin refers to 
the cliff top while the lower parts are the Petit Gouin. (HOT) 
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Grand Harbour, Malta: the large natural harbour of Malta. (ATR) 
 
Greece: 
See under Levant. (ATR) 
Reference was made to the unofficial British help being given by various individuals such as 
Richard Church to the struggle of people in some countries for independence. This was the 
case in Greece for the rebellion against the Turks. Hornblower’s biographer mentioned this 
when he was describing the insurgency in Venezuela being witnessed by Hornblower. (HWI-
GC) 
 
Gulf of Lions (or the Lion): 
The Gulf of Lions is the very wide bay that extends from Toulon in the east to the border 
with Catalonia in the west. Its chief port is Marseille. However, Hornblower considered the 
bay as “not likely to be a profitable cruising ground”. “It was shallow, treacherous, and liable 
to be whipped by storms into a tremendous sea”. From Port Vendres round to Marseille was 
the area where the Inshore Squadron patrolled and its shore was bordered by “vast dreary 
lagoons”. (SOL) 
 
Gut: 
The Gut or the Strait of Gibraltar. (MID-SG) (ATR) 
 
Hamburg: 
See reference under Corsica and Baltic. (SOL) (FLY) 
See reference under Trieste. (COM) 
 
Harbour-Grace: 
This is the old name for the port of Le Havre and Hornblower would have still heard this 
name used. (LDH) 
 
Harfleur:  
This is a town on the north side of the Seine estuary and as the Flame and Porta Coeli 
passed it on their way up the river to Rouen, the battery exchanged salutes with them. 
(LDH) 
 
Hellespont: 
This is the ancient name for the Dardanelles. When Bonaparte crossed the Nieman to 
invade Russia in June 1812, his force comprised “half a million men; the largest army the 
world had seen since Xerxes crossed the Hellespont”. See under Dardanelles. (COM) 
 
Helsingborg; 
A Swedish coastal town on the Kattegat opposite Elsinore in Denmark. See under Kattegat. 
(COM) 
 
Hiddensoe: 
Hiddensoe was a long narrow strip, “more of a sandspit than an island, a thread of sand 
dunes emerging from the yellow shallows”. The French privateer, Blanchefleur, had been 
trapped in this anchorage by the ships of Hornblower’s squadron and then later destroyed 
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by the use of mortar shells fired by the two bomb ketches, Harvey and Moth. Map 26 in 
“The Hornblower Companion” shows the position of this action off Rugen in the Baltic. 
(COM) 
 
Hoghland: See under Lavansaari. (COM) 
 
Holland:  
See under Netherlands. (FLY) 
See reference under Dresden. (COM) 
 
Honfleur:  
Honfleur is a port on the southern bank of the Seine estuary. See under Seine. The 
mutineers on HMS Flame tried to escape from Hornblower and the Porta Coeli but after the 
seizing of the Caryatide from Le Havre by his ship pretending to be the Flame, this escape 
route was not open to them. A French gunboat or chasse-marie, the Bonne Celestine, came 
out from Honfleur and drew alongside the Flame but was herself taken as a prize by the 
Porta Coeli as she went to the other side of the French vessel. With blockaded Honfleur still 
loyal to Napoleon but with Le Havre gone over to the Bourbons, the British forces under 
Hornblower had to prevent local fishing boats slipping into Honfleur to sell their catches at 
inflated prices and in so doing,” trading with the enemy”. (LDH) 
 
Hungary: 
See under Russia for a list of Britain’s allies in 1813. See also under Vienna. (LDH) 
Hornblower experienced his “St Elizabeth of Hungary” moment when he discovered that 
when he had lied on his honour about the death of Napoleon Bonaparte to the French 
General Cambronne, albeit for the best of reasons, circumstances were such that what he 
had said turned out to be quite true. According to Hornblower’s biographer, “she, 
disobeying her husband’s commands, had been carrying food to the poor -an apron full of 
bread- when her husband saw her”. When challenged, her apron was found to be full of 
roses, not bread. (HWI-EH)  
 
Hven (in modern Swedish, Ven):  
The small Swedish island of Hven lies between Sweden and Denmark in the Baltic Sea. As 
Hornblower sailed past, he was concerned about being in range of its shore batteries. 
(COM) 
 
Ibiza: 
When Hornblower left Gibraltar in HMS Sutherland to rendezvous with HM Ships Pluto and 
Caligula in the Western Mediterranean, he could just see to starboard the hilltops of Ibiza, 
one of the Balearic Islands. (SOL)  
 
Ile (or Isle) de Sein: 
During very severe gales standing off Brest close to Ushant, Hornblower in HMS Hotspur 
drifted south under a wind backing northerly down to the Isle du Sein in the south of the 
approaches to the port. The Ile de Sein is an island in the Atlantic some five miles from the 
Pointe du Raz. See under Brest. (HOT) 
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Ionian Islands: 
The Ionian Islands are located off the west coast of mainland Greece and include the island 
of Corfu. (ATR) 
When Hornblower sailed the Sutherland close in to shore off the coast of Spain, he was 
hoping that his ship would initially be mistaken for a French ship and be regarded as “a 
refugee from some Ionian island attacked by the British”. See also under Toulon. (SOL)  
 
Iroise: 
The Iroise (or the Iroise Sea) is the name for the area of the Atlantic off the French coast 
between the island of Ushant and down to the Pointe du Raz including the gulf in between 
with Brest as the major port. Mariners regarded it as a dangerous area for shipping with 
often violent storms in winter. In the quiet days on blockade duty in 1803, Hornblower kept 
the crew of the Hotspur busy by taking soundings and surveying parts of the Iroise in order 
to improve the accuracy of the charts then in use. (HOT) 
 
Ischia: An island in the Gulf of Naples, see under Palermo. (ATR) 
 
Issoire:  
Issoire is in the Auvergne in central France. See under Nevers. (FLY) 
 
Italy: 
See under Sicily. (ATR) 
In 1821, Italy was said to be “in a turmoil” and the prospect of Napoleon Bonaparte being at 
liberty again could have brought about revolution there as well as in France. (HWI-EH) 
See also under Malgret. (SOL) 
 
Jena: 
The twin battles of Jena and Auerstedt in Germany took place on 14th October 1806 
between Napoleon’s army and the Prussians. It was a decisive French victory. See under 
Chateau de Gracay. (LDH) 
See under Waterloo. (HWI-EH) 
 
Jerusalem: 
Jerusalem is a very old holy city in the Middle East. However, Hornblower used the name as 
a mild exclamation as in “Holy Jerusalem” when he expected his breakfast on the Atropos 
one morning to be ready to eat and “still spluttering on his plate”. (ATR) 
 
Jura: 
The Jura is a region of eastern France. It was in a “rocky fortress in the Jura” that “Toussaint 
l’Ouverture, the Negro hero of Hayti”, was sent to die by the French. Hornblower thought of 
this and the fates of various others who had been captured and had all “been victims of the 
tyrant’s Corsican rancour”. See also under Gerona, Navarre and Zaragoza. (FLY) 
 
Kattegat: 
After rounding the Skaw, Hornblower led his squadron down the Kattegat, the stretch of 
water between Denmark and Sweden into which the Baltic Sea drains. On passing the 
Swedish city of Gothenburg, the ships approached the Sound, a channel of less than three 



 

Page | 61 

miles between the two countries. Map 25 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows this 
position with Denmark on the starboard side with its guns of Elsinore and Sweden on the 
port side with its guns at Helsingborg. (COM) 
 
Kiel: 
Kiel, in northern Germany, was where a prize crew was taking the captured Maggie Jones 
when Hornblower’s squadron intercepted her. See under Langeland. (COM) 
 
Kolberg (now Kolobreg in Poland): 
Kolberg is a town on the south coast of the Baltic with the Oder and Vistula rivers on either 
side of it. In June 1812, one of the cargo ships destroyed by the boats of Hornblower’s 
squadron in the Frisches Haff was the “Wecce Ross of Kolberg”. (COM) 
 
Konigsberg (now Kaliningrad in Russia): 
After leaving St Petersburg, Hornblower’s squadron headed southwards in the Baltic 
towards Konigsberg in the Gulf of Danzig. See under Frisches Haff and Pillau. Hornblower 
was aware that “Danzig and Konigsberg and East Prussia are Bonaparte’s base of 
operations”. Maps 25 and 27 in “The Hornblower Companion” show the position of 
Konigsberg in the Baltic.  (COM) 
 
Kronstadt:   
Kronstadt is a Russian port some nineteen miles west of St Petersburg and near to the head 
of the Gulf of Finland. In 1812, “the Russians had a fair navy, as many as fourteen ships of 
the line, at Reval and Kronstadt” when Hornblower arrived in a fortified Kronstadt with his 
squadron. Map 25 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows this location and the course 
taken by Hornblower in the Baltic to reach it. At the back of his mind, he was aware that the 
waters around this port froze each year around November. (COM) 
 
Lagos: In southern Portugal, see under Cape St Vincent and Sagres. (HOT) 
 
Lampoul Bay:  
This is a bay situated on the south-west side of Ushant facing the Atlantic. See under Brest. 
(HOT) 
 
Langeland: 
Langeland is a Danish island near to the Great Belt. See under Belt. In 1812, it was the 
location for the rendezvous for a shipping convoy and when Hornblower’s squadron 
intercepted the Maggie Jones, the trader was heading there. (COM) 
 
Lavansaari:  
Hornblower’s squadron sailed past Hoghland and the island of Lavansaari in the Gulf of 
Finland on its approach to Kronstadt and St Petersburg in 1812. (COM) 
 
La Rochelle:  
A city in western France and a port on the Bay of Biscay. See under Chateau de Gracay. At 
one stage, Hornblower was hoping to reach this port in order to return to England. (LDH) 
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Le Conquet: 
“The creeks of Le Conquet” near Brest was another area where French coasters sheltered 
from the blockading ships of the Royal Navy. Hornblower and Bush watched a cluster of 
such vessels being led out by the British frigates Naiad and Doris after a successful cutting 
out operation from Le Conquet. Both men ruefully reflected on the fact that the taking of 
these prizes was only possible because of the destruction of the battery on Petit Minou 
during a raid by men from the Hotspur. (HOT) 
 
Le Havre: 
Before the resumption of war in 1803, Hornblower and his officers on HMS Hotspur had to 
watch impotently as a French Indiaman, “worth a quarter of a million pounds, all told” in 
prize money sailed on unmolested towards Le Havre. Prior to the declaration of war, the 
British expected French ships, once warned, to take refuge in neutral ports such as “Madeira 
and the Azores, Cadiz and Ferrol”. See also a reference under Marseille. (HOT)  
The town and port of Le Havre in Normandy is in the Bay of the Seine. See under Seine. Le 
Havre was the port with whom the mutineers on HMS Flame had preliminary dealings prior 
to any surrender to the French authorities. Because of this, Hornblower decided to make 
that ship not welcome by staging a cutting out operation and seizing the newly arrived 
French West India man, the Caryatide, from the harbour and making it seem that the Flame 
was the perpetrator. The town’s defences included the forts of Ste Adresse and Tourneville 
on a cliff above it. According to Hornblower’s biographer, Hornblower encouraged and 
assisted the defection of Le Havre from Napoleon to the side of the Bourbons. “Heaven only 
knew what Whitehall and Downing Street would say when they heard of what he had been 
doing”. Once the defection of the town was completed, Hornblower, as the town’s 
governor, “held the power in Le Havre”. Nevertheless, he still had to put up with the newly 
arrived representatives of the Bourbon dynasty, the Duke and Duchess of Angouleme. To 
Hornblower’s disguised annoyance, the Duchess had also arrived in Le Havre with Lady 
Barbara. (LDH) 
 
Leghorn: 
Leghorn was the English name for Livorno and it is a port in Tuscany. It was from here that 
the Duchess of Wharfdale had escaped from the French by bribing a coaster to take her to 
Gibraltar. (MID-DD) 
In early 1806, if Hornblower had had to find Admiral Collingwood and his Mediterranean 
fleet, he would probably searched for him off Leghorn or Toulon. (ATR)  
See reference under Baltic. (FLY) 
 
Leipzig: 
Hornblower heard of the defeat of the French at Leipzig by the Russians while he was in the 
Bay of the Seine and about to recover HMS Flame from its mutineering crew. The Battle of 
Leipzig (or the Battle of the Nations) took place in October 1813 and was a decisive victory 
over the French Grande Armee. See under Rhine. (LDH) 
 
Lepanto: 
While Hornblower was looking at two Spanish galleys coming out from the port of Cadiz, it 
was mentioned that the last major engagement in the western world fought almost entirely 
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by vessels being rowed took place in 1571 at the battle of Lepanto. A coalition of European 
catholic states had inflicted an overwhelming defeat there on the Ottoman Turks. (MID-SG) 
 
Les Fillettes (the Islands of the Little Girls): 
Les Fillettes were another hazard to ships in the approach to Brest. They “lay squarely in the 
middle of the channel of the Goulet; on either side lay a fairway a scant quarter of a mile 
wide, and up and down those fairways raced the tide”. They were also dangerous for the 
Hotspur because they were “sites for batteries of guns”. See under Brest and Pollux Reef. 
(HOT)   
 
Lettish: 
Lettish, or Latvian, is a language spoken in the Eastern Baltic region. Hornblower was aware 
that during the French assault on Riga and their attempt to reach St Petersburg, “the Lettish 
and Livonian and Lithuanian peasantry had risen in revolt” in the French rear. (COM) 
 
Levant:  
The Levant is a name used to indicate the large area of land lying to the east of the 
Mediterranean. Hornblower had left Gibraltar on HMS Atropos and had gained enough sea 
room “should a Levanter come blowing out of the East”. It was to the Levant that 
Hornblower sailed, “among the Turks and the Greeks and the Syrians” on his way to 
Marmorice Bay. When dealing with the Turks here, the sailing master, Mr Turner, “used the 
lingua franca of the Levant. This seemed to be a mixture of Italian, French, English, Arabic 
and Greek”. (ATR) 
“A brisk Levanter” were the words used to describe an easterly wind when Hornblower and 
HMS Sutherland were sailing in the Western Mediterranean to rendezvous with the Inshore 
Squadron waiting to operate off Andalusia. (OMT-CO) 
 
Ligny: 
Ligny is situated in modern day Belgium. It was the scene of the Battle of Ligny on 16th June 
1815 when the French had a partial victory over the Prussian army. Fortunately, most of this 
force survived to play an essential part at the Battle of Waterloo. This was the last victory in 
Bonaparte’s career. The battle took place on the old battlefield of Fleurus. See under 
Waterloo and Fleurus. (LDH) 
 
Lille:  
Lille is a city in northern France close to bordering Flanders. The resistance to Bonaparte 
after his arrival back in France from Elba included that in the Nivernais under the Duchess of 
Angouleme and the Count de Gracay while “the King was still in arms around Lille”. The 
Duchess was also going “to rally” Vendee, Bordeaux and Gascony while the Duke of 
Angouleme was “raising the Midi”. Hornblower also knew what the defection of Le Havre 
and Rouen had achieved. (LDH)  
 
Lillebonne: See under Caudebec. (LDH) 
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Lisbon: 
When Hornblower and the so-called Duchess of Wharfdale were captured by a Spanish fleet 
while they were sailing from Gibraltar to Plymouth, the Duchess observed that “they’ll never 
keep me prisoner. They’ll send me to Lisbon”. (MID-DD) 
See reference under Ferrol. (CRS) 
See reference under Portugal. (HAP) 
HM ships Pluto and Caligula escorted the “Lisbon convoy of transports” into the Tagus while 
the Sutherland proceeded further south before the East India ships continued on their own 
leaving Hornblower to head for the Straits of Gibraltar. Map 23 in “The Hornblower 
Companion” shows the track of the Sutherland from Plymouth to the Mediterranean. (SOL) 
 
Lithuania: 
Lithuania is a country on the eastern shore of the Baltic Sea. Hornblower’s interpreter on 
the Nonsuch, Braun, spoke “Lithuanian a little”. He also spoke English, Russian, Swedish, 
Finnish, Polish, German, French and Estonian. In 1812, Lithuania was under Russian control 
like other “Baltic provinces” such as Finland and Courland. Apparently, for the Russians, 
these occupations made a difference to the security of St Petersburg. (COM)  
 
Livonia:  
Livonia was a historical region on the eastern shore of the Baltic. When Hornblower was in 
the Baltic in 1812, the region was part of the Russian Empire but it is now part of both 
Estonia and Latvia. Riga’s governor, General Essen, was a Baltic German, “a descendant of 
those Knights of the Sword who had conquered Livonia from the heathen centuries before”. 
Essen introduced Hornblower to “His Excellency the Intendant of Livonia”. The Intendant’s 
wife had already generously entertained Hornblower at the Peterhof Palace during his visit 
to St Petersburg. (From 1812 in Russia, an Intendant was a position in the Tsarist army who 
specialised in supply and administration. However, in this case it was likely that the 
individual that Hornblower met was a senior public official, hence his presence at the 
Governor’s reception). (COM) 
 
Livorno: See under Leghorn. (MID-DD) 
 
Llanza (or Llanca): 
Llanza is a port on the Spanish Mediterranean coastline between Cape Creux and the French 
border. Men from the Sutherland landed and stormed the battery there and destroyed 
some of its forty-two pounder guns. They also captured “four tartans, a felucca, and two 
cutter-rigged boats”. However, a ball from one of the forty-two pounders did manage to 
make a big hole in Sutherland above the waterline but this was repaired the next day. 
Hornblower realised that a consequence of the destruction of the guns at Llanza was that 
“the coastal route from France to Spain was now most vulnerable between Port Vendres 
and Rosas Bay”. However, the coast battery at Llanza was later re-built and Admiral 
Leighton did not accept Hornblower’s suggestion that it should be attacked again. (SOL) 
In attacking Llanza, Hornblower had used “a legitimate ruse de guerre” in flying the tricolour 
but the French regarded this as an act of piracy. It became their intention to take him from 
Rosas to Paris for execution. (FLY) 
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Loire: 
The River Loire is France’s longest river running for over six hundred miles. When 
Hornblower made his escape on a very dark riverbank with Bush and Brown, they evaded 
their French guards by finding a boat and setting off downstream. Hornblower wondered 
which river they were following. He discounted it being the Rhone as that probably lay 
about “fifty miles or so farther eastward”. Instead, he presumed that the river he was on 
“had taken its origin in the gaunt Cevennes”. If so, that meant that they were on the Loire or 
one of its tributaries. The Loire falls into the Bay of Biscay below Nantes and but at that 
stage of the escape the sea was said to be some four hundred miles away. The Comte de 
Gracay, in his chateau on the Loire, later explained to Hornblower that, “from Orleans to 
Nantes Bonaparte has been making efforts to render the river available to barges”, and 
“above Briare the new lateral canal carries all the traffic, and the river is deserted”. This 
conversation was an early preparation for the eventual escape downriver by boat and out to 
sea from Nantes. The journey to Nantes provided Hornblower’s biographer with an 
opportunity to show his great knowledge of the river based on his own journey down it. He 
listed the following places passed by the escapees’ boat as it proceeded after Nevers. The 
places named in order of descent , what he referred to as “the pageantry of the Loire”, 
were: Briare, Gien, Sully, Chateau-Neuf-sur-Loire, Jargeau, Orleans, Beaugency, Blois, 
Chaumont, Amboise, Tours, Langeais, joined by a tributary, the Vienne, and then on to 
Saumur, Les Ponts de Ce, another tributary, the Maine, and continuing to Angers. At the 
mouth of the river, Painboeuf was added to the list. Map 23 in “The Hornblower 
Companion” shows the location of most of these places.  (FLY) 
Hornblower again met Marie and her father in law, the Comte de Gracay, in Paris after 
Bonaparte had surrendered in 1814. He subsequently returned to the Loire to visit them 
while Barbara remained in Vienna acting as hostess for her brother at the Congress. See 
under Chateau de Gracay. (LDH) 
 
Lombardy: 
Lombardy is in North West Italy. One of the French generals trying to subdue Spain in 1810 
was an Italian, one Luciano Gaetano Pino, who among other titles, was a “Knight of the 
Order of the Iron Crown of Lombardy”. (SOL)  
 
Lubeck: 
Lubeck is a port city on the Baltic in northern Germany. See under Baltic. It was under 
French control in 1812 when Hornblower was in the area. (FLY) 
 
Madeira: A Portuguese island in the Atlantic, see reference under Le Havre. (HOT) 
 
Madrid:  
At a meeting of his captains in early 1805, Admiral Cornwallis was able to tell them that 
British agents in Madrid had apparently discovered the contents of secret clauses in the 
Treaty of San Ildefonso between France and Spain. See under San Ildefonso. (HOT) 
Madrid is the capital of Spain. See reference under South Sea. (HAP) 
While assisting in the defence of Riga against Bonaparte’s army, Hornblower was able to tell 
the Russians that, following victory at the battle of Salamanca, the British were “in full 
march for Madrid”. (COM) 
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Mahon: 
See under Menorca. (ATR) 
Mahon, or Port Mahon, on the Mediterranean island of Menorca, was where HMS Caligula 
escorted two store ships, Harriet and Nancy, after detachment from the Lisbon convoy 
where Hornblower had also been on escort duty in the Sutherland. When Hornblower dined 
with Captain Bolton off Palamos Point while waiting for Admiral Leighton and his flagship, 
they ate red mullet “-a last minute purchase in Port Mahon at the moment of sailing” but 
“not one of the more desirable products of the Minorca Bolton had just left”. During the 
Sutherland’s action in the Western Mediterranean, the captured French brig, Amelie, and 
various other smaller prizes, were sailed on to Port Mahon with skeleton crews to the 
Admiralty agent there. After the Pluto had been dismasted in a severe storm off Cape Creux, 
she managed to stagger back to Port Mahon for a refit. She then returned to the vicinity of 
Rosas on the Catalonian coast where the town’s capture was to be attempted. (SOL)  
 
Maida:  
Maida is a town in Calabria in the toe of Italy. When Hornblower and the British landing 
force were retreating under fire from the abortive attack on Rosas, Major Laird of the Royal 
Marines commented that “the French standard of musketry is lower now even than it was 
at Maida” where he had fought before. Laird was referring to the Battle of Maida in July 
1806 where the British had a clear victory over the French. (SOL) 
 
Malaga: A port in southern Spain on the Mediterranean coast, see under Cartagena. (ATR) 
 
Malgret: 
While sailing off the coast of Catalonia to the north east of Barcelona, Hornblower learnt 
that a substantial French army of some ten thousand men, mainly comprising Italian 
soldiers, was marching along the exposed coastal road towards that city and was currently 
at Malgret. Napoleon’s forces in this area was composed of “motley hordes” of Italians, 
Germans, Swiss and Poles. Map 24 in “The Hornblower Companion” provides an overview of 
the action about to unfold for Hornblower and HMS Sutherland. (SOL) 
 
Malo-Jaroslavetz: 
As the siege of Riga was coming to its end, unsuccessfully for the French, its Governor, 
General Essen, was able to report that Bonaparte had “left Moscow five days back” after the 
Russians had defeated him at Malo-Jaroslavetz. See also under Beresina. (COM) 
 
Malta: 
There was a mention of HMS Caradoc being sent to Malta in 1802 “to assist in relieving the 
garrison”. The island was also referred to in a discussion between a group of army and navy 
officers in early 1803. This was during the time of the short-lived cessation of hostilities 
created by the Treaty of Amiens between March 1802 and May 1803. The talk covered “the 
difficulties of living in the same world as Bonaparte. Malta and Genoa, Santo Domingo and 
Miquelet, came up in the conversation”. In the Treaty, the British had agreed to evacuate its 
forces from Malta but this intention was very unpopular with the Maltese who feared any 
return by the French. The British were also aware that returning Malta to the Order of St 
John of Jerusalem would be tantamount to giving it back to an institution that was a puppet 
of the French.  (LTH) 
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Hornblower sailed in HMS Atropos to Turkish waters but briefly put into Malta to pick up a 
sailing master, Mr Turner, who was well acquainted with the Eastern Mediterranean. 
Hornblower’s biographer mentioned specific locations on Malta that he would have seen as 
he entered Grand Harbour. These included Ricasoli Point, Fort St Elmo   and the capital, 
Valletta. Entering the port was made difficult for Hornblower by the “Gregale”. This is a   
strong and cold Mediterranean wind from the north east that affects the island. It was while 
he was in Malta that his salvage expert, Mr McCullum, suffered a near fatal wound in a duel 
with Dr Eisenbeiss. (ATR) 
Captain Ball had died in Malta. This was of import to Hornblower simply because the death 
of another officer above him in the captains’ list affected the timing of any future promotion 
to flag rank. (FLY) 
 
Marais (the River Marais): See under Muzillac. (MID-FL) 
 
Marengo: 
The Battle of Marengo took place in June 1800 and was fought between French and 
Austrian forces in Piedmont in Italy. It was a decisive French victory. See under Chateau de 
Gracay. (LDH) 
 
Marmorice Bay:  
This bay is on the coast of Asia Minor. It was where a British military transport ship, the 
Speedwell, “had capsized and sunk at her anchors in a sudden gale of wind”. Map 18 in “The 
Hornblower Companion” shows the Bay and town of Marmorice and the locations of the 
anchorages of the Atropos and the Turkish ship, Mejidieh. It also indicates the position of 
the wreck of the Speedwell.  See also under Mediterranean. Hornblower’s biographer 
described the entry of the Atropos into Marmorice Bay. He listed the landmarks, all shown 
on the above map, which the sailing master, Mr Turner, and Hornblower looked for. These 
included Red Cliff Point, Passage Island, Sari Point and Cape Ada. They saw the Bay “with 
high mountains surrounding it on nearly every side, except to the northward”. Two rivers 
ran into the Bay and its “bottom’s firm sand”. Hornblower used the same landmarks to take 
the Atropos out of the Bay in darkness after an attempt by the Turks to block their exit by 
using the Mejidieh and the sudden overnight manning of the forts on the Ada Peninsula and 
Sari Point. Hornblower took his ship through the more difficult West Passage out of the Bay 
rather than the East Passage. (ATR) 
 
Marroqui (Cape Marroqui): See under Gibraltar. (MID-DD) 
 
Marseille: 
For the French to find sufficient manpower for their ships in Brest, there was a need to 
transport, usually by sea, seamen from as far away as “the merchant ports of Le Havre and 
Marseille”. This was the situation in 1803 when Hornblower and HMS Hotspur were 
“watching” Brest before the resumption of war. (HOT)  
Off the coast of Cape Creux in Spain, the French brig, Amelie, was taken as a prize by HMS 
Sutherland. The brig was “six days out from Marseille for Barcelona” and she was carrying a 
general cargo of military stores. The ship was sailed off to Port Mahon in Menorca. See also 
under Gulf of Lions. Hornblower’s biographer described the opportunity for the Royal Navy 
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“to stir up confusion” on the coast between Barcelona and blockaded Marseille and this was 
an opportunity greatly seized by Hornblower.  (SOL) 
 
Mediterranean:  
See mention under Ushant. (HOT) 
When Hornblower took command of HMS Atropos, his orders were for him to proceed to 
the Mediterranean and at Gibraltar receive further orders from the Vice-Admiral 
Commanding there. Map 17 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the track of the Atropos 
throughout the Mediterranean and the location of his rendezvous with Admiral Collingwood 
and the Mediterranean Fleet. Hornblower’s biographer described how, after leaving 
Gibraltar, the Atropos sailed “past the dangerous shoal of Alboran”, the westernmost part of 
the Mediterranean. See under Alboran. The ship then passed Cape de Gata on the south-
east coast of Spain in Andalusia and experienced “a keen gust of wind blowing down out of 
the Sierra de Ronda”. The final stages of the voyage towards Marmorice are also shown with 
the landmarks used by the sailing master, Mr Turner, such as the Seven Capes, Atairo on the 
island of Rhodes, Cape Kum and Cape Angistro. (ATR)  
The Admiralty had informed  Hornblower that the newly commissioned HMS Sutherland 
“was destined for service in the Western Mediterranean”. This could mean “the Toulon 
blockade, the protection of Sicily, harassing the Genoese coasters, and, presumably, taking a 
hand in the war in Spain.” (SOL) 
While a prisoner in the fortress of Rosas, Hornblower was able to look at “a blue 
Mediterranean sky and …the Mediterranean blue of Rosas Bay. (FLY)  
See reference under Baltic. (COM) 
 
Memel (now Klaipeda):  
Memel is now a city in Lithuania on the Baltic Sea coast. During the Napoleonic Wars, it was 
the temporary capital of the King of Prussia. It had a substantial trade in timber with 
England. The trading ship, Maggie Jones, was “ten days out from Memel, bound for the 
Belt” when she was captured by the French privateer, Blanchefleur. The River Memel (also 
known as the Nieman), together with the river and canal structure of the rivers Vistula and 
Pregel, were the waterways along which Bonaparte supplied his army in Poland for his 
operations in the Baltic States in 1812. See also under Nieman and Frisches Haff. (COM) 
 
Mengam (or Mengant): 
This is another part of the complex of approaches to Brest and it served as part of the 
defences of the Goulet. See under Brest. (HOT) 
 
Menorca (or Minorca): 
As the Spanish frigate, Castilla, continued her voyage eastward across the Mediterranean 
from Cartagena, Hornblower thought that it could be sailing further into that sea or, more 
likely, “to head north to fetch Minorca” in the Balearic Islands. He intended to follow the 
Spaniard as far as the entrance to Port Mahon. (ATR)    
See under Mahon. (SOL) 
 
Messina: 
The Straits of Messina are the narrow stretch of sea between the Italian mainland and Sicily. 
See under Sicily and under Scylla and Charybdis. (ATR) 
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Midi:  
The Midi is a term for the south of France. When Hornblower and the seriously wounded 
Bush were being taken to Paris for trial, a surgeon attended Bush while they stopped for the 
night in Cerbere. When he spoke, the surgeon sounded “all his consonants in the manner 
which Hornblower was yet to discover was characteristic of the Midi”. (FLY)  
See under Lille. (LDH) 
 
Milan: A city in northern Italy, see reference under Windsor Castle. (HOT) 
 
Miquelet:  
See under Malta although it is not clear what the significance of this reference was to the 
conversation mentioned under that heading. Later in the Napoleonic Wars, the “miquelet” 
were Spanish irregular troops who harassed the French during the Peninsular War. (LTH) 
 
Mitau (now Jelgava): 
When Hornblower’s squadron captured a French major of engineers (Jussey), he divulged 
that his side had captured “some dozens of barges” at Mitau and that they intended to use 
them to land a French force on the Russian side of the Dwina. Mitau is a town in central 
Latvia some 25 miles south-west of Riga while the River Mitau flows down to enter the 
Dwina near Daugavgriva. (COM) 
 
Mole: This is a reference to the breakwater or jetty in Gibraltar. (MID-SG) (MID-EL) 
 
Molene Island:  
This is another of the islands situated in the approaches to Brest. Hornblower bought some 
fish and local intelligence from a Breton fishing boat hauling in pilchards near the island. See 
under Brest. It was near Molene that HMS Naiad had fought the French frigate Clorinde to a 
standstill, “capturing her in forty minutes”. The Clorinde had earlier battered the Hotspur 
enough to send her back to Plymouth for a refit. See also under Plymouth and Ireland. 
(HOT) 
 
Monreale: 
Famous for its mosaics near Palermo but Hornblower was not in the mood to be interested. 
See under Palermo. (ATR) 
 
Montargis: A town in north-central France. See under Chateau de Gracay. (LDH) 
 
Monte Pellegrino: See under Palermo. (ATR) 
 
Montjuich: 
When Hornblower realised that, as a prisoner in Rosas, he might be executed on 
Bonaparte’s orders for execution, he thought that this would happen either in Paris at 
Vincennes or possibly at Montjuich, in a fort on a hill overlooking Barcelona. The Spanish 
used this location for many executions throughout its history. See also Vincennes. (FLY) 
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Moscow: 
In 1812, when Hornblower learnt that war had started between France and Russia, he heard 
that “Boney has half a million men marching on Moscow”. See also under Nieman. Later, 
after defeat at Malo-Jaroslavetz, Bonaparte began the long retreat from the city and from 
Russia. (COM) 
 
Motril: In southern Spain on the Mediterranean coast. See under Cartagena. (ATR) 
 
Moulins: Moulins is in central France on the river Allier. See under Nevers. (FLY) 
 
Mount Canigou:  
See under Port Vendres. (SOL) 
Mount Canigou is one of the highest mountains in the Pyrenees in southern France and is 
about 30 miles from the Mediterranean coast. Hornblower was still able to see it during the 
early part of his journey under arrest, with Bush and Brown, towards France from Rosas in 
Spain. (FLY) 
 
Murros Bay: 
Hornblower’s biographer made a passing reference to Lieutenant Yeo from HMS Loire who 
had “stormed the fort at El Muro” on the northwest coast of Spain in 1805.  (LDH) 
 
Muzillac: 
Muzillac was the town in Brittany where a limited force of about five hundred French 
royalists and a half-battalion of British infantry was transported by a small squadron of 
Royal Navy warships and transport ships led by HMS Indefatigable. Hornblower sailed on 
one of the transports as an interpreter between the British and French. The ship also carried 
a portable guillotine for use by the royalist “liberators”. This force was only part of a much 
larger one that had left Portsmouth for Quiberon. The original purpose of this incursion was 
for the combined troops to march on Vannes and Rennes “to raise all Brittany” against the 
revolutionary government in Paris. The reason for landing near Muzillac in the estuary of the 
river Vilaine and then to go up the river Marais was to guard the flank of the main force. In 
the event, the overall landings were a complete failure. “Western France, the Vendee and 
Brittany, had long been in a turmoil” and various risings had already all ended in defeat. In 
“The Hornblower Companion”, Hornblower’s biographer explains more about this operation 
that took place on 20th July 1795 and reference is made to Map 4 in that book for a clearer 
understanding. (MID-FL)  
 
Naissaar:  
While sailing southwards in the Baltic towards the Gulf of Danzig, Hornblower’s squadron 
passed about twenty-five miles north west of Reval (Tallinn) and close to the north cape of 
Naissaar island. (COM) 
 
Nantes: 
The city of Nantes is on the river Loire. It was through this port that Hornblower, Bush and 
Brown escaped out to sea. See also under Loire. As they approached Nantes by river, it was 
apparent that the port had been badly affected by the British naval blockade. A “slow 
strangulation” had greatly reduced commercial activities along the dockside.  (FLY) 



 

Page | 71 

 
Naples: 
Once Turkey was at peace with France, the British were said to have no more rights than the 
Neapolitans, the citizens of Naples. This situation became apparent when the local Turkish 
ruler in Marmorice informed Hornblower that he and the Atropos were no longer free to 
leave Marmorice Bay. By then, Naples had fallen to the French. See under Marmorice and 
Palermo. (ATR) 
See reference under Dresden. (COM) 
Navarre: 
Navarre is situated in the Basque region of northern Spain   As Hornblower travelled 
towards imprisonment in Vincennes, he thought of various others who had preceded him as 
prisoners of Bonaparte. One such was Mina, a Spanish guerrilla leader, who was taken to 
Vincennes but survived and was released in 1814. See also under Gerona, Zaragoza and 
Vincennes. (FLY) 
 
Nehrung: 
The Nehrung was the German word for the sand-spit or “yellowish green line of sandhills” 
that divided the Frisches Haff from the Baltic. See under Frisches Haff. (COM) 
 
Netherlands: 
After Trafalgar, it was said that “the Navy’s fashionable - first time since the Dutch Wars”. 
(ATR)  
When Hornblower entered the port of Nantes on his way to escape from France with Bush 
and Brown, they disguised themselves as Dutch customs men. This was because France had 
annexed Holland. Hornblower wore the uniform of “a colonel of Dutch douaniers”. (FLY)  
See briefing note under Baltic. (COM) 
See under Russia with a list of Britain’s allies in 1813. (LDH) 
As Hornblower tried to mediate the dispute over who should take possession of the 
captured Bride of Abydos, either himself or Spain or the Netherlands, he at one stage 
proposed a toast to “His Majesty the King of the Netherlands”. (HWI-GC) 
 
Nevers:  
Nevers is in central France about 160 miles to the south of Paris and about four hundred 
miles on the Loire from the Bay of Biscay. Hornblower, together with Bush and Brown, made 
his escape “six kilometres on the further side of Nevers” from the French guards who were 
taking them to Paris for trial for piracy. This ended the long journey that would have 
otherwise taken Hornblower to Paris for his very likely execution. This journey had begun 
from the fortress of Rosas in Spain and then proceeded northwards through France passing 
through, and in some cases stopping overnight at, towns and villages mentioned such as 
Cerbere, Beziers, Perpignan, Sigean, Issoire, Clermont-Ferrand and Moulins. Nevers was the 
nearest town to the Chateau de Gracay- see above reference to it - where the three 
escapees were given shelter after their run down the river. From a high window in the 
chateau, Hornblower could see “the distant towers of Nevers- the ornate Cathedral tower 
and the graceful turrets of the Gonzaga (family) palace”. Further downstream from the 
chateau, a major tributary, the Allier, joined the Loire while the next town on the river was 
Pouilly, twenty miles away. Map 23 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the route  
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Hornblower had taken from Rosas to Nevers and later, beyond it to the sea in the Bay of 
Biscay. (FLY)  
Hornblower visited Nevers during his second visit to the Chateau de Gracay in the spring of 
1815. Hornblower last saw “the spires and towers of Nevers” as he hastily attempted to get 
away from the area with Marie, the Count and Brown and his wife when the newly 
reinstated Bonaparte began to take control of France once more. See also under Nivernais. 
(LDH) 
 
 
Nieman:  
Hornblower learnt that war had broken out between France and Russia in June 1812 when 
he heard that “Boney crossed the Nieman with fifteen army corps ten days back”. The River 
Nieman is also known as the Memel. It is a major eastern European river flowing westwards 
from Russia (now Belarus) and Lithuania into the Frisches Haff. See also Memel and Frisches 
Haff. (COM) 
 
Nile: 
There was a reference to the Battle of the Nile that took place in 1798 in Aboukir Bay in 
Egypt.  (CRS-WM) 
The failure of Vice Admiral Calder to overwhelm the French fleet at the battle of Finisterre in 
1805 was contrasted with the clear victory over the French at the battle of the Nile. See also 
under Camperdown. (CRS) 
Hornblower’s biographer made another passing reference to the Battle of the Nile in 1798 
with a mention of “Samuel Hood, who commanded the Zealous” there. (LDH) 
 
Nivernais: 
This is the old name for a former province or area of France situated around the city of 
Nevers (see above). After Bonaparte’s arrival back in France from his confinement in Elba, a 
royalist resistance formed in the Nivernais at the instigation of the Duchess of Angouleme. 
She appointed the Count de Gracay as the “Lieutenant-General of the King in the Nivernais”. 
Hornblower eventually had little option but to become part of this resistance. (LDH)  
 
Noirmoutier: 
Noirmoutier is an island off the Atlantic coast of France close to the mouth of the River 
Loire. It was off Noirmoutier that a French frigate had captured the British cutter, Witch of 
Endor, and taken her in to Nantes. Hornblower later seized the Witch and sailed her out to 
the open sea through the “tricky estuary of the Loire”. (FLY) 
 
Normandy: 
While staying at the chateau of the Comte de Gracay in central France, Hornblower learnt 
that Marie, the Count’s daughter in law, was the daughter of “a Normandy peasant”. (FLY)  
Following the defection of Le Havre from Bonaparte over to the Royalists and the retreat 
from Rouen of his army, the Duke of Angouleme became the French King’s Regent in 
Normandy. (LDH) 
 
Normandy Peninsula: See under Seine. (LDH) 
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North Africa: 
In Hornblower’s time, the various countries and cities on the south coast of the 
Mediterranean were referred to as North Africa. The British were forced to trade in order to 
secure adequate supplies of grain and cattle to feed the Royal Navy in that area. (MID-SG) 
Hornblower’s orders for escorting the convoy of six East India men were to accompany 
them to a “latitude of North Africa where he was to leave them to their own devices”. (SOL) 
 
North Cape: 
Situated on the northern coast of Norway. See reference under Dardanelles. (COM) 
North Sea: See mention under Ushant. (HOT) 
 
Norway: See briefing note under Baltic. (COM) 
 
Oder: 
The River Oder empties into the Baltic in Pomerania after flowing through Poland and 
Germany. See under Vistula. (COM) 
 
Oesel (now Saaremaa in Estonia): 
The island of Oesel lies on the southern edge of the entrance of the Gulf of Riga and “some 
seventy miles ahead at the bottom of the gulf, lay Riga”. Hornblower’s squadron sailed near 
to the island on its way to the city in the second half of 1812. Later, as winter approached, 
Hornblower worried that his squadron might become trapped in the Bay of Riga if drift ice 
piled up at the exit between Oesel and the mainland. He was thinking of what happened to 
a Dutch squadron several years before in Amsterdam when it “had been captured by French 
hussars charging over the ice”. (COM) 
 
Olot: 
Olot is a Spanish town near Gerona in Catalonia and not far from the French border. When a 
plan was being formed for the attack on and the possible capture of Rosas by a combination 
of Spanish militia assisted by British guns and men from the Western Mediterranean Inshore 
Squadron, it was said that seven thousand Spanish  were ready to march from Olot to Rosas 
by-passing Gerona which lay in between. See under Rosas. (SOL) 
 
Oporto: 
In a stormy return voyage to Portsmouth from Sicily, Hornblower had “to lay hove-to for 
long hours in the latitude of Oporto”. (ATR)  
 
Oran (and Gulf of Oran): 
Oran is a city on the north coast of Algeria on the south coast of the Mediterranean and 
close to Gibraltar. See reference to it under Gibraltar. (MID-SG) 
Oran was described as a city, “white in the sunshine, like a mass of blocks of marble dumped 
by a careless hand upon the hillsides where they rose from the water”. The city was where 
Hornblower had been sent with “Mr Tapling of the diplomatic service” to exchange gold for 
a delivery of barley grain and cattle. Both Tapling and Hornblower observed that Oran 
would be an extremely difficult place to seize by force because of its fortifications. When 
they saw early signs of an outbreak of the plague in the city, they realised that they would 



 

Page | 74 

not be allowed back with the fleet until after three weeks of quarantine away from it. (MID-
NA) 
 
Oranienbaum: 
Hornblower passed by the Oranienbaum shore as his squadron approached St Petersburg in 
1812. (COM) 
 
Orleans:  
Orleans is a city on the River Loire through which Hornblower travelled by boat downriver to 
reach Nantes and eventual escape out to sea in the Bay of Biscay. The city had a cathedral 
with its “gaunt square towers” and an extensive riverfront past which they had “to drift 
unobtrusively”. While staying in the chateau of the Comte de Gracay, the Comte had 
explained to Hornblower that Bonaparte had been working to make the Loire usable by 
barges “from Orleans to Nantes”. See reference under Loire. (FLY)  
 
Ostend:  
The British regarded the coast from Ostend to Boulogne as the likely area from which a 
French invasion of England might be attempted. See also under Boulogne, Channel and St 
Malo. (HOT) 
 
Paimboeuf: 
Paimboeuf is near the mouth of the River Loire. Apparently, the tide there rises and falls 
between ten and twelve feet but at Nantes the drop is only between four to six feet. See 
under Loire. When Hornblower sailed the Witch of Endor away from Nantes, he was aware 
of the existence of gun batteries at Paimboeuf and at Saint Nazaire that could fire on him. 
(FLY) 
 
Palamos Point: 
Palamos Point on the Mediterranean coast of Spain was the final rendezvous point for the 
“Inshore Squadron, Western Mediterranean” comprising HM Ships Pluto, Caligula and 
Sutherland. See also under Cape Bugar. Map 24 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the 
activities of this squadron. (SOL) 
 
Palermo: 
Palermo in Sicily was the port into which Hornblower in HMS Atropos and Captain Ford in 
HMS Nightingale led the captured Spanish frigate, Castilla. Hornblower’s biographer 
described the entrance of these ships into harbour. He mentioned the landmarks of Monte 
Pellegrino, the hill behind the city, and Zaffarano at the entrance to the port and the Concha 
d’Oro, the plain lying between the sea and the Palermo mountains. Hornblower was later 
advised to visit the Palace chapel and Monreale but he was not interested in doing so. 
Palermo was then “the new base for the Mediterranean Fleet”. Hornblower’s orders from 
Admiral Collingwood were for the Atropos to complete her repairs from her battle with the 
Castilla and then to join Commodore Harris and his squadron in the blockade of Naples off 
the island of Ischia. However, these orders changed when, for political reasons, the Atropos 
was handed over to the Sicilian Navy. Hornblower left “the dreamlike city of Palermo” as his 
ship rounded Monte Pellegrino. (ATR) 
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Palos Point: Situated on the southern Spanish coast, see under Cartagena. (ATR) 
 
Paris:  
In the summer of 1794, Paris was described as “a more unhealthy spot even than the West 
Coast of Africa”. This was because of the “activities of the Committee of Public Safety”. The 
captain of the French slave ship, Pique, made this comment to Hornblower to explain why 
he was operating as a privateer in the English Channel. (MID-PF)  
When Hornblower’s men captured the telegraph station at Petit Minou, including its civilian 
operator and his wife, he wondered what slant the “Moniteur” newspaper in Paris would 
put on the story. (HOT) 
Lady Barbara, as an earl’s daughter, “would undoubtedly buy all her clothes from Paris”. 
(SOL) 
Bonaparte decided that the captured Hornblower should be taken from Rosas to Paris for 
his mock trial and execution as revenge for the considerable damage caused to French 
interests in Catalonia by HMS Sutherland. The extent of direct control in most matters by 
Bonaparte is indicated by the way that local French forces were being ordered to search for 
Hornblower because of orders from Paris. (FLY)  
Hornblower had observed that Barbara possessed “long white gloves which had come to her 
by devious smugglers’ routes from Paris”. (COM) 
At the apparent end of the war with Napoleon in 1814, Hornblower initially had to endure a 
long period in Paris escorting Lady Barbara to parties and embassy functions. “It was the 
fortieth time in forty nights”. Her brother, the Duke of Wellington, was at that stage the 
British ambassador there. See also under Chateau de Gracay for a reference to Brown’s idea 
of setting up a restaurant in Paris. (LDH)   
Paris was mentioned in “The Last Encounter”, set in 1848, the “year of destruction”, where 
“the barricades were up and a red republic proclaimed”. It was to the capital that a 
desperate Prince Charles Louis Napoleon Bonaparte was travelling when he knocked on the 
door at Smallbridge to ask for assistance after a landslide had blocked his train. It was from 
Paris that Hornblower later received a letter of thanks for helping the man who had then 
become “Monseigneur His Highness the Prince-President”. (CRS-LE) 
 
Parquette: Another shipping hazard situated in the approaches to Brest. (HOT) 
 
Passage Island: See under Marmorice and Cape Ada. (ATR) 
 
Peninsula: 
References to the Peninsula are to the Iberian Peninsula, in other words, Spain and Portugal. 
In 1810, it was said that “only in the Peninsula, out of the whole world, that England had any 
allies”. (SOL) 
The long running fighting between the French and the Spanish, Portuguese and British had 
taken on the name of the “Peninsular War”. (OMT-CO) 
While Hornblower was a prisoner in Rosas, it was said that “over on the other side of the 
Peninsula”, the French were up against “a man of real ability” in the form of Wellington. 
(FLY) 
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Penmarks: 
The Penmarks (or Penmarches) are an archipelago of islands off the Brittany coast in the 
south of Finisterre. Known to the British as the Penmarks, to the French they are the Iles des 
Glenan or Glenan Islands and comprise nine major islands. The Irish rebel, McCool, deserted 
from HMS Renown “one dark night when we were becalmed off the Penmarks”. (CRS-WM) 

Perpignan: 
Perpignan is in south-west France and close to the Spanish border and the Mediterranean 
coast. When Hornblower came near to it on his journey to Paris while under arrest, he 
noticed the town’s ramparts and “a frowning citadel, a lofty cathedral”.  It was the French 
base for the invasion of Catalonia and was then on “Route National 9, Paris 849” kilometres 
away. See under Nevers. There was a semaphore station at Perpignan that was the first to 
inform the French Ministry of Marine in Paris that the Sutherland had been captured at 
Rosas. (FLY) 
 
Persia: 
While entering a hall for a reception at the Peterhof Palace in St Petersburg, Hornblower 
followed “the Persian Ambassador, His Excellency Gorza Khan”. (COM) 
 
Peterhof: 
“The Imperial Palace of Peterhof” in St Petersburg on the Oranienbaum shore was where, 
on 30th May 1812, Hornblower was “commanded” to attend for dinner with the Tsar of 
Russia, Emperor Alexander. Apparently, it was “one of the lesser palaces” and chosen for its 
proximity to the sea for a meeting of the Tsar and Bernadotte, Prince of Sweden. (COM) 
 
Petit Minou: 
Point Petit Minou is located close to the Goulet in the approaches to Brest. On the other 
side of the seaway are the Capuchins or Point Capuchins. These landmarks were a vital aid 
to Hornblower’s navigation in the waters around Brest. Map 11 in “The Hornblower 
Companion” shows this area in helpful detail. It was at sea lying just south of Petit Minou on 
14th May 1803, that Hornblower wrote to his new commanding officer, but old friend, 
Captain Edward Pellew on HMS Tonnant, setting out his suggested plans for action. On the 
cliffs at Petit Minou there were the “semaphore arms of the telegraph” used for signalling 
shipping movements, including those of HMS Hotspur and the rest of Pellew’s Inshore 
Squadron, to the French navy in Brest. Hornblower subsequently led a very successful raid 
against this facility leading to its total destruction and that of the gun battery located 
nearby. See also reference under Le Conquet. However, the French rebuilt the telegraph 
tower and the battery within months of their destruction. (HOT)  
 
“Pigs and Sows” – Cadiz: 
When HMS Hotspur sailed into Cadiz harbour, the Spanish pilot took her between the “Pigs 
and Sows”, a landmark at the entrance to the port. (HOT) 
 
Pillau (now Battiysk in Russia): 
In June 1812, Pillau was a town with a fortress guarding the entrance to the Frisches Haff in 
the Gulf of Danzig in the Baltic Sea. Hornblower’s squadron pretended to attack it as a 
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diversion to help its ships’ boats as they raided and destroyed the shipping in the Haff 
carrying supplies for Bonaparte’s army. See under Frisches Haff. (COM) 
 
Pitraga Cape (now Cape Kolka): 
This headland is at southern entrance to the Gulf of Riga. Hornblower’s squadron sighted it 
as it sailed towards Riga in the second half of 1812. See also under Oesel. (COM) 
 
Point Matthew (or Pointe or Cape St Mathieu): 
This a headland to the west of Brest and its approaches. Hornblower and his sailing master, 
Mr Prowse, in the Hotspur would have used it as a navigation marker while patrolling off 
Brest. French coasting vessels used to shelter under the batteries near Cape Matthew, 
creeping “from battery to battery for hundreds of miles- spending weeks in doing so” to 
avoid the Royal Naval ships that were  imposing the blockade. (HOT)  
Pointe du Raz:  
The Pointe du Raz is a promontory extending into the Atlantic from western Brittany. See 
also under Iroise. (HOT) 
 
Poland: 
See reference under Malgret. (SOL) 
Spanish and Portuguese troops who had gone over to Bonaparte had recently wintered  
”in roadless Poland”. See under the briefing in Baltic. At a reception at the Peterhof Palace 
in St Petersburg, Hornblower noticed the flea bitten wrist of the footman serving him. 
Apparently, “the Polish flea was bad, but the Russian flea was unbearable”. (COM) 
 

Pollux Reef: 
“Up the Goulet lay the reefs of the Little Girls (Les Fillettes), with their outlier, Pollux Reef”. 
See under Les Fillettes. (HOT) 
 
Polotsk: 
In 1812, Polotsk, now in Belarus, was part of the Russian Empire. During the French 
invasion, two battles took place there in August and October 1812. The Spanish and 
Portuguese soldiers who had gone over to the side of the Russians at Riga had been “in St 
Cyr’s Corps at Polotsk”. See also under Spain. (COM)  
 
Pomerania:  
Pomerania was the historical name for a large area on the southern shore of the Baltic. 
Prussian, Sweden and Poland have all had interests in parts of the region and France 
occupied it for a brief time during the Napoleonic wars. (COM) 
 
Port Mahon: See under Mahon. (SOL) 

Portugal:  
See reference under Ferrol. (CRS) 
At one point in Samana Bay, Hornblower had to order a small group of seamen to keep 
quiet and not “chatter like Portuguese bumboat men”. (LTH)  
When Hornblower was in Panama, he was able to inform Lady Barbara that her brother, the 
future Duke of Wellington, had won a victory in Portugal against the French. Consequently, 
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“the French are evacuating the whole country and are handing over Lisbon to the English 
army”. The Viceroy of New Grenada had relayed this news to Hornblower. Apparently, a 
ship from Cadiz to Porto Bello had brought this information. (HAP) 
In late 1810, it was said that Bonaparte had unwilling allies throughout Europe except for 
Portugal and Sicily who had allied with the British. See also under Almeida. (FLY) 
See briefing note under Baltic and under Polotsk and Spain. (COM) 
See reference under Brazil. (HWI-GC) 
 
Port Vendres: 
Port Vendres is a port in southern France near the Spanish border and far behind it can be 
seen the high peak of Mount Canigou, part of the Pyrenees which “ran clean down into the 
sea at Cape Cerbera (or Cerbere). It was here that Hornblower led men from the Sutherland 
on a cutting out expedition and the capture of another French ship as part of a series of 
attacks on French assets along the Catalonian coast. These attacks included the taking of a 
French brig, the Amelie, as a prize, the storming of the battery at Llanza and the taking of 
more small prizes and, further up the coast in France, the burning of a coaster in the Lagoon 
de Vic. Map 24 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the locations of these actions. (SOL)  
 
Pouilly: See under Nevers. (FLY) 
 
Prague: See reference to its food and drink under Riga. (COM) 
 
Pregel (modern name Pregolya): 
The River Pregel flows into the Baltic in the Frisches Haff. See reference under Memel.   
(COM) 
 
Prussia:  
See briefing note under Baltic and under Dresden. In 1812, Bonaparte had the Prussian army 
under his control and East Prusssia was one of his bases of operations. (COM) 
See under Russia with a list of Britain’s allies in 1813. (LDH) 
 
Puntales: 
Lying close to Cadiz, Puntales had a range of batteries that could threaten ships in the 
anchorage there. This was a concern for HMS Indefatigable on which Hornblower was 
serving as a midshipman. However, when the Indefatigable sailed away from Cadiz, the guns 
of Puntales replied to the British salute with similar courtesy. See under Cadiz. (MID-SG) 
 
Pyrenees: 
The Spanish treasure fleets usually landed in Cadiz from where “waggon-loads of bullion 
climbed the Pyrenean passes to enter France”. See also under Mexico. (HOT) 
The Pyrenees is a range of mountains in south-west Europe forming a natural border 
between France and Spain. See also under Cape Creux. (SOL) 
As Hornblower travelled under escort on the long road from the Mediterranean coast of 
Spain northwards towards Paris, he caught glimpses of the Pyrenees and their “swelling 
heights” and “the rounded brown slopes of the Pyrenees soaring upwards”. (FLY) 
When Wellington “had swept over the Pyrenees” in 1813, he was “still seven hundred miles 
from Paris”. (LDH)  
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Quatre Bras: 
The Battle of Quatre Bras in modern day Belgium on 16th June 1815 was a preliminary to the 
Battle of Waterloo, two days later. The outcome was strategically successful for Bonaparte 
in that it prevented Wellington from getting away to help the Prussians at the Battle of 
Ligny. See under Waterloo and Ligny. (LDH) 
 
Quelern: 
While lying heaved-to south of Petit Minou in the approaches to Brest, Hornblower could 
see “the low hills of Quelern”. This area of Brittany was also fortified. (HOT) 
 
Quiberon (and Quiberon Bay): See under Muzillac. (MID-FL) 

Quilleboeuf (now Quillebeuf): 
This is an old port on the Seine in Normandy and joined by a ferry with the other side of the 
estuary. Hornblower realised that the cutting out of the Bonne Celestine from Le Havre 
would be made known to the French defences on the other side of the Seine estuary 
because “the courier could cross on the ferry at Quilleboeuf”. (LDH)  
 
Ragusa: 
The French Marshal Marmont also had the title of the Duke of Ragusa. The French had 
occupied Ragusa in 1808. It was a maritime republic around Dubrovnik in Dalmatia (now 
Croatia). See also under Salamanca. (COM)  
 
Raz: See under Pointe du Raz. (HOT) 
 

Red Cliff Point: See under Marmorice. (ATR) 

Rennes: See under Muzillac. (MID-FL) 

Reval:  
Reval was the historical German name for Tallinn, capital of Estonia. See also under 
Kronstadt. Hornblower was aware that the waters around Reval froze in December each 
year. (COM) 
 
Rhine: 
In 1812, one of Bonaparte’s titles was “Protector of the Confederation of the Rhine”. (COM) 
“Russians on the Rhine!” This was the good news for the Allies following the defeat of the 
French at Leipzig and the ensuing advance by the Russians towards France. A combination 
of Russian, Prussian, Austrian and Swedish forces had beaten the French army. Hornblower 
heard about it from the French pilot taken when the Caryatide was seized in Le Havre. (LDH) 
 
Rhodes:  
Rhodes is the largest of the Dodecanese islands of Greece and it is also the name of its 
capital. (ATR) 
 
Rhodes Channel: The seaway between Rhodes and Turkey. See also under Aegean Sea. 
(ATR) 
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Rhone Valley: See under Cette and Loire. (SOL, FLY) 

Riga: 
Following the French invasion of Russia, and while the major part of Bonaparte’s army were 
marching towards Moscow, the Russian forces at Riga had to face a French siege as the 
French were also using the northern route to St Petersburg. Map 28 in “The Hornblower 
Companion” shows the location of the fighting near Riga between July and October 1812. 
Map 25 shows the location of Riga relative to the rest of the Baltic. It lies at the mouth of 
the Dwina River. As far as Hornblower was concerned, “he did not want to imperil his 
reputation, his liberty, and his life in combined operations with these unpredictable 
Russians in a God-forsaken corner of the world like Riga”. However, Hornblower did land at 
Riga and the Governor formally greeted him. 
As a diversion from what was to become a long and harrowing struggle to defend Riga from 
the French, Hornblower’s biographer embarked on a lengthy listing of the food and drink 
that had so far been enjoyed by the local governor, General Essen, and by Hornblower 
himself. Their discussion took place at a formal dinner. Hornblower spoke of the delicacies 
of food taken in the West Indies and Central America. Essen spoke about foods eaten and 
drinks taken in or from Prague, Vienna, the Seven Islands, Leghorn, Bavaria, Sweden, Danzig, 
Westphalia, Turkey and Trinidad. (COM)  
In his occasional bouts of introspection, Hornblower sometimes agonised over his failure to 
recall Lieutenant Mound just before he died in action at Riga. See also under Baltic. When 
HMS Nonsuch, with Bush still in command, later joined Hornblower’s forces in Le Havre, he 
recalled that “he had not seen her since he quitted her to catch the typhus in Riga”. The 
later threat of a siege of Le Havre brought back to him memories of the one he had 
witnessed at Riga. (LDH) 
 
Ritterhaus:   
The Ritterhaus in Riga was a government building where Hornblower attended a reception 
for him given by the Governor. The place was described as a “handsome old building” 
guarded by sentries. (COM) 
 
Rochefort: 
When Captain Pellew said goodbye to Hornblower as his commander of the Inshore 
Squadron blockading Brest, he left to become the Rear Admiral of the squadron “assembling 
for the blockade of Rochefort”. This port lies on the south west coast of France in the Bay of 
Biscay and is on the estuary of the River Charente. See also under Toulon. (HOT) 
 

Rock: See under Gibraltar. (ATR) 

Rome: 
There was a reference to “Gibbon’s declining Rome” when Hornblower was fending off 
pointless “discussions of naval strategy and tactics by ignorant civilians” following the public 
clamour caused by the failure of Admiral Calder to destroy the French fleet off Cape 
Finisterre in July 1805. Later, when Dr Claudius was being questioned by Mr Marsden and 
Mr Barrow at the Admiralty, he was described as “looking warily from one to another, like a 
condemned criminal in the Roman arena watching the lions close in on him”. (CRS)  
In 1811, Bonaparte’s heir became the “King of Rome”. (FLY) 
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See under Chateau de Gracay for a reference to Brown’s idea about setting up a restaurant 
in Rome. (LDH) 
 
Rosas: 
Rosas Bay is situated on the north eastern Mediterranean coast of Spain and not far from 
the French border. The French held the fortress town of Rosas with a garrison of some two 
thousand men when Hornblower and the Inshore Squadron were patrolling off the coast in 
1810 “in this shallow corner of the Mediterranean”. It was thought that “the fall of Rosas 
would indeed be a resounding success if it could be achieved” because it was a town with a 
good link with the sea. Hornblower therefore led a landing force to attack the town when he 
went ashore at nearby Selva del Mar and close to Cape Creux. The attack was unsuccessful, 
“a fiasco”, because the promised seven thousand Spanish under Colonel Rovira did not 
appear even though they were said to be “over beyond Castellon, closing in on Rosas”. Part 
of the fortifications of Rosas was Fort Trinidad with its high tower and the ability to hold out 
separately from the rest of the citadel. When four French ships of the line had escaped from 
the blockade of Toulon, Hornblower considered that they were heading for Barcelona but 
they had “Rosas Bay and comparative security under their lee”. In the end, with “Barcelona 
a hundred miles almost to the windward”, the French squadron of “a three-decker in the 
van followed by three two-deckers” was forced to seek shelter from the likely presence of 
the Pluto and Caligula, in addition to the Sutherland, by trying to get into Rosas Bay and the 
protection of its gun batteries. 
Map 24 in “The Hornblower Companion” provides an overview of the action that took place 
at sea near Rosas. (SOL) 
Following the surrender of the heavily damaged and dismasted HMS Sutherland, the French 
imprisoned Hornblower in the fortress at Rosas. A hundred and forty-five wounded seamen 
were “rotting in a dank casement” with a further “three or four hundred” unwounded held 
elsewhere. From the ramparts, he was able to see the rest of the Mediterranean Inshore 
Squadron still patrolling the coast and waiting for any attempted breakout by the French. 
His captivity reminded him of his “two heartbreaking years” earlier as a prisoner in Ferrol. 
However, Hornblower was able to watch the destruction of the four French ships cornered 
in Rosas Bay and the destruction by fire of what was left of the Sutherland. Admiral 
Leighton, husband of Lady Barbara, led this action. The British ships involved were the Pluto 
and Caligula. (FLY) 
Hornblower later recalled that Leighton had died at Gibraltar “after a splinter had torn open 
his groin in the battle of Rosas Bay”. When Hornblower later arrived off the River Dwina at 
Riga in the Baltic, the bivouac fires on the shore reminded him of the fires of the landing 
force at Rosas. (COM)  
 
Rouen: 
Cargoes brought into the Bay of the Seine were taken up the Seine to Rouen and further up 
to Paris. When Napoleon responded to Le Havre’s defection to the Bourbons, he sent a 
force initially to Rouen. A regiment of artillery was sent down in barges on the Seine. See 
also under Caudebec and Sablons. Later, as Bonaparte’s Empire disintegrated, all French 
soldiers retreated from Rouen. Hornblower now realised that “Rouen awaited a conqueror” 
and, as the capital of Normandy, it was for the Duke and Duchess of Angouleme to make a 
spectacular entrance there. Hornblower achieved this when he sailed the Flame and Porta 
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Coeli up the Seine with the royal party on-board. He was then able to see the “soaring 
Gothic towers” of the town where Joan of Arc was burnt.  (LDH) 
 
Rouen Gate: 
This was one of the defensive positions in Le Havre presumably located on the road to and 
from Rouen to the east of the town. A sapper engineer wanted Hornblower’s agreement in 
his capacity of Governor of Le Havre to strengthen the defences there. (LDH) 
 
Rougaste: See under Brest. (HOT) 
 
Rugen: 
Rugen is an island in the Baltic Sea off the Pomeranian Coast. See under Pomerania. The 
French occupied it during part of the Napoleonic Wars and it was under their control in 1812 
when Hornblower took his squadron into the Baltic. As Hornblower’s ships sailed through 
the “narrow neck of the Baltic, they were able to sweep from Sweden to Rugen” and in 
doing so they came across the “Maggie Jones of London. Eleven days out from Memel”. 
Hornblower discovered that this ship had been captured as a prize by the French privateer, 
Blanchefleur. Map 26 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the location of Rugen in 
relation to the sand spit at Hiddensoe where the privateer was destroyed. (COM) 
 
Runes: 
The forest of Runes was where the retreating and bedraggled small group of Hornblower 
and the de Gracays were hoping to rest during their abortive attempt to resist Bonaparte’s 
forces during the “hundred days” from his return from Elba. The forest was on the other 
side of the stretch of the Loire they were trying to cross. See under Chateau de Gracay.    
(LDH) 
 
Russia:  
In a conversation between Hornblower and the Comte de Gracay in 1811, the Comte 
expressed the view that “there is going to be war with Russia”. (FLY) 
When Hornblower took his squadron into the Baltic in 1812, he did not know whether 
Russia would be a hostile or a friendly country nor did the British Government know if 
Russia was going to go to war with Bonaparte. See the briefing under Baltic. The answer to 
this question came when Bonaparte invaded Russia. (COM) 
While the Hornblowers were living in Smallbridge after his return from St Petersburg and 
Riga, Lady Barbara had watched over him to ensure that he had fully recovered from the 
“Russian typhus”. By 1813, there had been a forlorn hope that peace would have arrived 
following “the complete destruction of Bonaparte’s army in Russia”. Hornblower’s 
biographer mentioned that at this time, “England” ie., Britain, was supporting financially and 
by supplies of many kinds “all the motley armies of eastern-Europe, Russians, and Prussians, 
Austrians and Swedes, Croats and Hungarians and Dutch” (LDH)  
 
Sablons: 
Napoleon’s response to the defection of Le Havre was to send a force to counter it. This 
included the use of siege artillery. The quickest and easiest way to transport this was by 
using barges from the artillery park in Sablons on the Seine in Paris down river towards the 
port. See also under Caudebec. (LDH) 
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Sagres: In southern Portugal, see under Cape St Vincent and Lagos. (HOT)  
 
Salamanca: 
In July 1812, the Marquess of Wellesley (Wellington) defeated the French under Marshall 
Marmont, Duke of Ragusa, near Salamanca, a city in western Spain. Hornblower was able to 
inform the Russians of this important victory as a means of encouraging them to continue 
the defence of Riga. (COM) 
 
Salamis: 
This was a reference to the tactics attempted by the Spanish galleys in the Strait of Gibraltar 
to ram their enemies in the same way as the ancient Greeks had done at Salamis against the 
Persian Empire. The battle of Salamis, not far from Athens, took place in 480 BC. (MID-SG)  
Saltholm: 
This is a Danish island situated in the strait (Oresund) separating Denmark and Sweden. It 
lies to the east of the island of Amager and the Danish capital of Copenhagen was “only just 
out of sight of it”. Both islands are low-lying with no cliffs. See also under Amager. (COM) 
 
San Anton: See under Corunna. (MID-DD) 
 
San Ildefonso: 
Under secret clauses in the Treaty of Ildefonso between France and Spain, “Spain was 
bound to declare war on England whenever requested by France”. British agents in Madrid 
had discovered this secret. San Ildefonso is a town in central Spain about fifty miles north of 
Madrid.  (HOT) 
 
Santa Catalina: A fortification guarding the port of Cadiz. See under Cadiz. (HOT) 
 
Sardinia: 
Hornblower mentioned Sardinia when he was explaining to Mr Barrow at the Admiralty why 
Ferrol was a difficult port to watch and blockade compared with Toulon where Nelson had 
anchorages on the Sardinian coast. (CRS) 
“The Navy still thought of Sir Edward Berry as the officer who, when captain of Nelson’s own 
Vanguard, allowed the masts of his ship to be rolled clear out of her in a moderate gale of 
wind off Sardinia”. (ATR) 
For its political position in 1812, see under the briefing in Baltic. (COM) 
 
Saxony: See references under Dresden and Austria. (COM) 
 
Scylla and Charybdis: 
These were sea monsters from Greek mythology. They were on opposite sides of the Strait 
of Messina between Sicily and Calabria on the Italian mainland. To avoid one took you too 
close to the other and vice versa and they were therefore inescapable. As Hornblower sailed 
into Marmorice Bay in Turkey, he was under orders to recover a fortune in sunken gold and 
silver but at the same time to avoid giving offence to the Turks. (ATR)  
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Similarly, when Hornblower wrote a report to the Admiralty about his successes in the Bay 
of the Seine, he had “to steer a ticklish course between the Scylla of open boastfulness and 
the Charybdis of mock-modesty”. (LDH) 
 
Sein: See under Ile de Sein. (HOT) 
 
Seine (the Bay and River): 
The Bay of the Seine is on the Normandy coast and just across the English Channel from the 
south of England. On the northerly point of its estuary is the Cape de la Heve.  It was in this 
Bay in October 1813 that the crew of the brig, HMS Flame, mutinied holding the ship’s 
captain, Chadwick, and other officers and the ship as hostage. The Admiralty learnt of this 
when the ship’s gig with five men reached Bembridge in the Isle of Wight. See under 
Bembridge. Admiral Lord St Vincent sent Hornblower to attempt to end this rebellion and to 
stop the mutineers handing the Flame over to the French. The relatively small size of the 
ship meant that she could sail anywhere within the Bay of the Seine with the choice of Le 
Havre, Honfleur or Caen and with French gun batteries on the Cotentin coast able to protect 
her. There were also French warships at nearby Cherbourg and at Le Havre. Earlier mutinies 
at Spithead and the Nore had already given the Royal Navy “terrible lessons”. Map 29 in 
“The Hornblower Companion” provides a useful background for following Hornblower’s 
actions both in the Bay, in Le Havre and further up the River Seine.  (LDH)  
 
Seitz-Bunau: 
Seitz-Bunau was the name of a German principality from which, in 1805, the Prince Ernst 
was forced to leave his “stuffy German court” by Napoleon Bonaparte “on his way to 
Austerlitz”. Admiral Lord St Vincent remarked to Hornblower that England was “brimful of 
German princes chased out by Boney”. Seitz-Bunau is a fictitious name but it was the 
intention of Hornblower’s biographer to represent a typical small German state of the kind 
that the French might have overrun. See under Smallbridge for a similar fictional 
representation of an idea of an English country manor lived in by a wealthy and retired 
gentleman such as an aged Hornblower. (ATR)  
 
Selva del Mar:  
Selva del Mar is a small village in Catalonia lying on the Mediterranean between Llanza and 
Rosas. It was the landing site used when Hornblower went ashore in what turned out to be 
an unsuccessful attempt to march on the fortress town of Rosas. See under Rosas. (SOL) 
 
Seven Capes: 
This is the name of a coastal region of Turkey near the Bay of Marmorice. Mr Turner, the 
sailing master on the Atropos, looked for it as he navigated the ship towards the bay. (ATR) 
 
Seven Islands: 
The Seven Islands was the English name for the Heptanese Islands, also the Ionian Islands, 
one of which is Corfu. In 1806, while Hornblower and the Atropos were in Turkish waters, 
“the French influence penetrating from the Seven Islands” was a source of “trouble and 
unrest”. See also under Aegean Sea and Corfu. (ATR) 
See reference to the area’s resonated wine under Riga. (COM) 
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Siberia 
Siberia was mentioned as a place where the Tsar could send a nobleman into exile if he so 
wished. Siberia had long been used as a place of banishment. (COM)  
 
Sicily:  
As Hornblower dined with the Governor of Malta and other dignitaries, there was a 
discussion “about the chances of preserving Sicily from the clutches” of Bonaparte and a 
threatened invasion of Southern Italy. Sicily and Naples were the Kingdom of Two Sicilies 
although Naples had fallen to the French. The French were “massed at the Straits of 
Messina” waiting to conquer Sicily as well.  Towards the end of 1806, Hornblower arrived in 
Sicily when his ship, HMS Atropos, and HMS Nightingale brought into Palermo harbour the 
captured Spanish frigate, Castilla. (ATR) 
When Hornblower in HMS Sutherland was tracking the four French ships of the line that had 
evaded the Toulon blockade, he was able to deduce from the course they were sailing that 
they were not heading for Sicily or the Adriatic or the Eastern Mediterranean. More likely, 
they were trying to reach Barcelona or possibly the Straits of Gibraltar. See also under 
Mediterranean. (SOL) 
In late 1810, it was said that Bonaparte had unwilling allies throughout Europe except for 
Sicily and Portugal who had allied themselves with the British. However, when Hornblower 
was facing the threat of execution, he found himself thinking about “the notion of a modern 
government dabbling in secret murder” and that was something only associated with Sicily 
or Turkey but not Bonaparte.  (FLY) 
For its position in 1812, see also briefing under Baltic. (COM) 
 
Sierra de Ronda: A mountain range in Spain in Andalusia. See under Mediterranean. (ATR) 
 
Sigean: 
Hornblower stopped overnight at the “sparse village” of Sigean when his French guard was 
taking him towards Paris for trial. Its location is in Southern France on what was then Route 
National 9 and 805 kilometres from the capital and 45 from Perpignan. See under Nevers. 
(FLY) 
 
Skaw (or the Scaw, modern name Skagen): 
The Skaw is the northernmost point of Denmark. When Hornblower took his squadron to 
the Baltic, he would have had to reach this point to turn south down into the Sound to pass 
between Denmark and Sweden. As he left Deal to join the Nonsuch, the Deal “hoveller” 
taking him out to the ship informed Hornblower that the “wind’s fair for the Skaw once 
you’re clear of the Goodwins”. (COM) 
 
Smolensk: 
Smolensk is a Russian city about 220 miles to the south west of Moscow. In August 1812, it 
was where the French overcame the Russians in a major battle. Hornblower was aware of 
this as he prepared to provide his force’s assistance in defending Riga from attack. (COM) 
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Smyrna: 
Smyrna is an ancient city on the Aegean coast of Turkey. When Hornblower was in Oran, he 
and Mr Tapling of the diplomatic service witnessed people falling over in the street from the 
plague. Mr Tapling exclaimed: “The Black Death! I saw it in Smyrna in ’96”. (MID-NA) 
 
Soissons: 
In the last days before Napoleon’s surrender, the town of Soissons, in the northern France 
and to the north east of Paris, was mentioned as another stage in his fall when it was 
reported that the Prussians had taken it. This was in March 1814. (LDH) 
 
Sound (The): 
In the context of Hornblower’s time in the Baltic, the Sound referred to the narrow stretch 
of water between Denmark and Sweden. This channel of less than three miles at its 
narrowest lies between Elsinore and Helsingborg. His squadron had to pass through these 
guarded waters to reach into the Baltic Sea. See under Kattegat. (COM) 
 
Spain: 
It was said by British seamen that a Spanish prison was far worse than a Turkish prison. 
(MID-SG) 
When Hornblower was contemplating entering that country on a spying mission, he realised 
that capture would lead to his execution and “in Spain it would be the iron collar of the 
garrotte”. (CRS) 
On HMS Atropos, the three “Sinhalese divers” hated the ship’s food but their boss, Mr 
McCullum, had “a puncheon of Spanish olive oil for them”. (ATR)  
At a reception that Hornblower attended at the Peterhof Palace in St Petersburg, the 
Russian Grand Marshall did not introduce him to the Spanish Ambassador because he 
“comes from Joseph Bonaparte, not from the Spanish partisan government which you 
recognise”. Later, Hornblower came across units of Portuguese and Spanish soldiers who 
had deserted their enforced French allies and had joined the Russians at Riga. They had 
been “in St Cyr’s Corps at Polotsk”. See under Polotsk. (COM) 
 
Spanish Biscay: 
The Spanish Biscay coast extended for almost three hundred miles from the French frontier 
to Ferrol. This area was mentioned when Hornblower discussed a possible landing by him in 
France to deposit a secret document with the intention that Bonaparte would eventually 
see it. See also under Ferrol. (CRS) 
 
Steinkerks:  
The Battle of Steinkerks (or Steenkerque) in the southern Netherlands took place in August 
1692 between the French and a combined army of forces from England, Scotland, the 
Netherlands and Germany. It was a French victory. See under Chateau de Gracay.  (LDH) 
 
Stettin: See under Danzig. (COM) 
 
Stockholm: 
In the Baltic in 1812, a small Swedish ship approached Hornblower’s squadron carrying a 
British Guards’ colonel, Wychwood, who had with him despatches from “our ambassador at 
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Stockholm”. Map 25 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the location in the Baltic where 
the ships met. (COM) 
 
Straits: The Straits of Gibraltar. See under Gibraltar.  (CRS) 

Stralsund:  
In 1812, Stralsund was a city with a fortress on the Baltic coast close to Rugen and the large 
sand spit of the Hiddensoe. It was then under Swedish rule but occupied by the French.  It is 
located on the southern side of the sound separating the island of Rugen from the mainland 
and now in the Pomeranian part of Germany. It was approached by a deep-water channel, 
the Bodden. When Hornblower’s squadron was chasing after the French privateer, 
Blanchefleur, he ordered HMS Lotus to cut off the French ship’s escape to the safety of this 
fortress. See under Hiddensoe. Map 26 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the 
positioning of this action. It was from Stralsund that three boats approached HMS Nonsuch 
flying flags of truce after the destruction of the Blanchefleur. One was Swedish, another 
French and the other carried the British consular agent at Stralsund. (COM) 
 
St Dye: See under Gironde and Blaye. (MID-MQ) 

St Malo: See under Channel and Ostend. (HOT) 

St Nazaire: 
This is a port near the mouth of the Loire. See under Paimboeuf. (FLY) 
 
St Petersburg:  
Hornblower and his squadron arrived at St Petersburg at the end of May 1812. He had been 
directed “to make all use of this opportunity to enable Lord Wychwood to open 
communications with the Russian government so as to assure the Tsar of the full support of 
(British) forces by land and sea in the event of war between Russia and France”. There was a 
threat of the French marching on St Petersburg. Hornblower was able to impress on a 
Russian minister that England had helped to free Portugal and Sicily and at that time, the 
British army was marching into Spain. See also the reference to Russia under Lithuania. The 
French forces that Hornblower encountered at Riga were not the main force that, having 
conquered at Smolensk, was marching towards Moscow. The purpose of Bonaparte’s troops 
at Riga was to push forward to take St Petersburg. (COM) 
 
Ste Adresse: See under Le Havre. (LDH) 
 
Stubbenkammer:  
“The distant white streak of the Stubbenkammer” was the high chalk cliffs on the island of 
Rugen that Bush saw as the Nonsuch and other ships of Hornblower’s squadron pursued the 
French privateer, Blanchefleur. (COM) 
 
Sweden:  
When Hornblower took his squadron into the Baltic in 1812, he did not know whether 
Sweden would be hostile or neutral to his presence. See the briefing under Baltic. For 
Hornblower, it was important “to help woo Sweden from her hereditary distrust of Russia”. 
(COM) 
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See under Russia with a list of Britain’s allies in 1813. (LDH) 
 
Switzerland: 
See under Malgret. (SOL) 
In 1812, one of Bonaparte’s titles was “Mediator of the Swiss”. (COM) 
 
Syria: See under Levant and Turkey. (ATR) 
 
Tagus: 
The Tagus is a river in Spain and Portugal and enters the Atlantic Ocean near the city of 
Lisbon. The Sutherland, in company with HMS Pluto and HMS Caligula, had been ordered to 
escort an East India convoy as far as the Tagus. (SOL) 
 
Tallinn: Formerly known as Reval, Tallinn is the capital of Estonia. (COM) 
 
Tarentum (Taranto): 
The French general leading the assault on Riga, Marshall Macdonald, also had the title of the 
Duke of Tarentum (in the Kingdom of Naples). (Hornblower was of course not to know that 
nearly 130 years later in 1940, Taranto would the scene of a decisive victory for the Royal 
Navy when it inflicted a crippling airborne attack on the Italian fleet. Hornblower would have 
been very proud)! (COM)    
 
Tarifa:  
This was a lookout point near Cadiz and across from Gibraltar. The Spanish used it to alert 
their galleys in Cadiz that a becalmed convoy was nearby. (MID-SG) 
See also reference under Andalusia. (SOL) 
 
Tarragona: See reference under Catalonia. (SOL) 
 
Tauride Hall: 
While at a reception hosted by the Tsar in the Peterhof Palace, Hornblower and other guests 
were at one stage directed to the Tauride Hall for the start of the dinner. Presumably, this 
reference to the Tauride Hall was for a different place from the bigger Tauride Palace, also 
in St Petersburg. (COM)  
 
Tenerife: 
As Hornblower read his orders, he reflected that their style used “the old, old formulas”, the 
same as received by Nelson before Trafalgar and Blake at Tenerife (Battle of Santa Cruz de 
Tenerife in 1657). (LDH)    
 
Tetuan: 
Tetuan is a city in Morocco on the coast of the western Mediterranean. See also under 
Gibraltar. When some “tough and stringy” beef was served at a dinner hosted by the 
Governor of Gibraltar, it was described as “beef from Tetuan”. (MID-SG) 
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Texel: 
Texel is an island off the north coast of mainland Holland and it was where the Sutherland 
had been “captured off the Texel” and put back into service as a British warship. She was a 
“Dutch 74”, a ship designed and built in Holland as the Eendracht. (SOL) 
 
Tilsit: 
This was a German town on the Memel river in East Prussia and famous for the Treaties of 
Tilsit signed in 1807 between Bonaparte and Russia and Prussia. See reference under 
Tsarkoe Selo. (COM) 
 
Tordera: 
Tordera is a town near Barcelona in Catalonia. Colonel Villena, a Spanish hussar, explained 
to Hornblower that the previous day French forces, led by General Pino, had beaten his men 
at Tordera while they were marching back from Gerona. See under Malgret. (SOL) 
 
Toulinguet (or “Toolingwette”): 
This is a headland lying south of Brest. “Between those two headlands (Pointe Toulinguet 
and St Matthew) the Atlantic broke in through the wild Breton coast and reached inland to 
form the roadstead of Brest”. Hornblower intercepted several French coasters at night as 
they ran “with the flood up the dangerous Toulinguet Passage” in order to go up the Goulet 
and into Brest. He always had to be aware of the guns of the battery that on occasions fired 
on the Hotspur and there was always the risk that the ship could run aground and become 
“ignominiously stranded, helpless in daylight under the fire of the Toulinguet battery”. 
(HOT) 
 
Toulon:  
In 1803, while Nelson was blockading Toulon in the Mediterranean, Cornwallis was 
blockading Brest and Pellew was off Rochefort. (HOT)  
See reference under Sardinia and Ferrol. (CRS) 
Bush recalled that he first heard of the name of Napoleon Bonaparte in 1796 when he was 
serving “in the old Superb” while the ship was blockading Toulon. (LTH)  
See also under Leghorn. (ATR) 
When the Sutherland crept along the coast of Spain and close in to a French shore battery, 
he was hoping that his ship would be mistaken for a French ship of the line “that might have 
ventured forth from Toulon”. There was concern always that French warships could slip the 
blockade of Toulon if only to try to re-supply their forces in Barcelona. That is what 
happened when four French ships of the line did break out. However, Hornblower correctly 
worked out from their course that they were very likely to be heading for Barcelona. At the 
time, because of the blockade, French ships were said to be “rotting in Toulon Harbour”. 
See also under Mediterranean and under Rosas, Corsica and Ionian Islands. (SOL) 
Hornblower hoped, from his prison in Rosas, that Vice-Admiral Martin “with the Toulon 
blockading squadron” would ensure the destruction in Rosas Bay of the four French ships 
that the Sutherland had challenged. This is what ensued but not before French propaganda 
had reported that the Toulon based fleet under Admiral Cosmao had achieved a stunning 
victory against HMS Sutherland. (FLY) 
See reference under Brest. (COM) 
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With the possibility still present that Le Havre might be taken back by Napoleon’s forces, 
there was a fear in the town that “the scenes of horror that had been witnessed when 
Toulon fell” some twenty years before could be seen again. (LDH)  
 
Toulouse: 
In 1813, Napoleon’s Empire appeared to be nearing collapse. While the Russians were on 
the Rhine, “Wellington is marching on Toulouse” in the south of France having crossed the 
Spanish border. (LDH) 
 
Tourneville: See under Le Havre. (LDH) 
 
Trafalgar (Cape Trafalgar): 
When Hornblower began his voyage in the prize sloop, Le Reve, from Gibraltar to Plymouth, 
“Cape Trafalgar was just visible on the starboard bow”. (MID-DD)  
The great victory at Trafalgar coincided with the receipt by Hornblower of his new orders   
to take command of HMS Atropos, then fitting out on the Thames at Deptford. Since the 
news of Nelson’s victory, “no one had had a thought save for Nelson and Trafalgar”. See also 
under Austerlitz. (ATR) 
Lieutenant Bush described his experiences at Trafalgar while dining on the Lydia. He had 
been serving on HMS Temeraire. (HAP) 
See also reference under Corsica. (SOL) 
On his escape from Nantes in the Witch of Endor, Hornblower was intercepted by HMS 
Triumph, commanded by Sir Thomas Hardy. He had been “Nelson’s late flag captain at 
Trafalgar”. (FLY) 
More mentions of Nelson and Trafalgar continued to be made in Hornblower’s biography. 
(COM, LDH) 
 
Trieste: 
A city in northern Italy, see reference under Corsica and Baltic. (SOL) (FLY) 
In 1812, Bonaparte had “ships of war building in every port from Hamburg to Trieste”. These 
ports were being supplied where possible with the cargoes of prizes taken by French 
privateers. Hornblower discovered this to be the case in the Baltic. (COM) 
 
Tripieds: See under Corbin and Brest. (HOT) 
 
Tripoli: 
A city in what is now Libya. See reference under United States of America in connection with 
the war on Barbary pirates. (HOT) 
 
Tsarkoe Selo: 
The town of Tsarkoe Selo, some 15 miles south of St Petersburg, contained the former 
residence of the Russian imperial family. Lord Wychwood, who joined the Nonsuch at sea 
from Stockholm with despatches for him, explained to Hornblower that he was in “Tsarkoe 
Selo and the old Winter Palace as a subaltern on Wilson’s staff before Tilsit”. (COM)  
 
Tuileries (or Palais des Tuileries): 
See under Cheapside. (CRS) 
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The Tuileries Palace in Paris was the imperial palace and the official residence of Napoleon 
Bonaparte. When four French ships of the line had escaped from the blockade of Toulon, 
Hornblower did his best “to try to think the thoughts of Bonaparte at the Tuileries” to work 
out where these ships intended to go. He discounted the idea of the French West Indies 
because they were mostly in British control and similarly, he dismissed as a destination the 
Cape of Good Hope and Mauritius. (SOL) 
When Hornblower told Bush that they were being taken under escort to Paris, Bush joked 
that perhaps they would “drink a dish of tea in the Tuileries with Maria Louisa” (Bonaparte’s 
second wife). (FLY) 
During his initial attempt at flight from the Nivernais, Hornblower came across “Grey 
Musketeers of the Household”, the escort for the Duchess of Angouleme. He had seen them 
before at the Tuileries and at Versailles. (LDH) 
 
Turkey: 
While watching some Spanish galleys, Hornblower recalled that the Turks had suffered an 
overwhelming defeat from galleys at the battle of Lepanto in 1571. At the same time, he 
also heard British seamen say that Spanish prisons were even worse than Turkish ones. 
(MID-SG) 
Hornblower sailed HMS Atropos to Marmorice Bay in Turkey on a mission to salvage gold 
and silver that had been lost when the military transport ship, Speedwell, had capsized 
there. His orders were “to be careful in your dealings with our friend the Turk”. By way of 
background for Hornblower, in 1806, Turkey was an ally of the British and “Russia and 
Turkey were chronic enemies” but Russia was also an ally of the British. The recent French 
invasion of Egypt and Syria and its threat to the Turkish capital, Constantinople, complicated 
matters. Russia also wished to have Constantinople and access to the Black Sea via the 
Dardanelles. (ATR)  
See also under Sicily. (FLY) 
See reference to Turkish food under Riga. (COM) 
See under Greece in reference to the Greek struggle for independence from Turkey. (HWI-
GC) 
 
Ushant: 
Ushant is a small island in the Atlantic off the west coast of Brittany. Ships of the Royal Navy 
blockading Brest were all familiar with it and its light-tower. In times of peace, a light was 
maintained for the benefit of “half the world’s trade” that made a landfall off Ushant” (MID-
CR) (CRS) 
As HMS Hotspur left Portsmouth, Hornblower asked his sailing master, Prowse, for a course 
for Ushant. For all the officers and men on the ship not yet knowing where their ship was 
going, “the mention of Ushant narrowed down the field to some extent at least. They ruled 
out the North Sea and the Baltic. Likewise, they dismissed Ireland and the Irish Sea and the 
St Lawrence across the Atlantic. But it still might be the West Indies or the Cape of Good 
Hope or the Mediterranean; Ushant was a point of departure for all those”. During 
prolonged and severe westerly gales, the Channel Fleet off Brest took up station seventy 
miles to seaward while the Inshore Squadron, which included HMS Hotspur, “only twenty 
miles to the west of Ushant”.  (HOT) 
“Of all landmarks perhaps this one loomed largest in English naval history”. In the early 19th 
century, “three-quarters of the British mercantile marine rounded Ushant, outward and 
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homeward”. Because of this, French privateers operated off Ushant trying to capture British 
merchantmen, as Hornblower discovered when he beat off two French luggers intent on 
seizing one of the East Indiamen under his charge. (SOL) 
After escaping to sea by taking over the Witch of Endor in Nantes, Hornblower was looking 
for the British fleet in its blockade of Brest. However, if one of these ships did not intercept 
him, he was prepared to “round Ushant” and sail home to England. (FLY) 
In October 1813, when Hornblower joined HMS Flame, he came across a seaman whom he 
remembered from HMS Indefatigable in 1793. He greeted him by saying: “you taught me 
long splicing while we were off Ushant”. (LDH) 
 
Valencia: 
At the time that Hornblower sailed towards his rendezvous with the Inshore Squadron, 
Western Mediterranean, off Palamos Point, “the French conquest of Spain had not 
progressed as far south yet as Valencia”. (OMT-CO) 
 
Valletta: The capital city of Malta. (ATR) 
Vannes: See under Muzillac. (MID-FL) 
 
Vendee: 
See under Muzillac. (MID-FL) 
An area in west central France on the Atlantic Ocean. It was a monarchist stronghold and 
remained loyal to King Louis XVIII in 1815 when Bonaparte escaped from his exile on Elba. 
See under Chateau de Gracay and Lille. (LDH) 
 
Venice: See reference under Corsica. (SOL) 
 
Versailles: 
The Palace of Versailles, for a long time the principal royal residence of France, situated 
some twelve miles south-west of Paris. See under Tuileries. (LDH) 
 
Vienna: 
The Congress of Vienna started in 1814 following the surrender of Bonaparte. Barbara’s 
brother, the Duke of Wellington, had moved from his post as ambassador in Paris to 
represent Britain at the Congress.  Barbara was to act as his hostess and she saw this as a 
potentially wonderful experience, “the greatest thing that has ever happened to me”. 
“Every court in the world will be represented” and “the destinies of the world were to be 
decided at the Congress”. However, Hornblower adamantly refused to join her there as he 
knew he would have no role and he would be thoroughly bored with it. “He did not want to 
kiss the hands of Hungarian countesses, and exchange inanities with Russian grand dukes”. 
(LDH)  
Another mention of Vienna was in “The Last Encounter”, set in 1848, and from which 
Metternich “was in flight”. (CRS-LE) 
 
Vilaine (the River Vilaine and the Vilaine Estuary): See under Muzillac. (MID-FL) 
 
Villalba: a town in north western Spain in Galicia. See under Betanzos and Ferrol. (CRS) 
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Vimeiro: 
Sir Arthur Wellesley was said to have come out well from “that court of inquiry after 
Vimeiro”. After the Battle of Vimeiro in Portugal in 1808, there was an inquiry as to why the 
defeated French were allowed to surrender on such generous terms. The inquiry found 
Wellesley, later the Duke of Wellington, to be blameless in the matter. (HAP) 
 
Vincennes: 
The town of Vincennes is situated to the east of Paris. It was where Hornblower feared that 
he would be executed by firing squad on the orders of Napoleon Bonaparte after his “trial” 
in Paris for piracy. An alternative location for his death might have been Montjuich near 
Barcelona. See also under Zaragoza and Navarre. (FLY) 
 
Vistula: 
The River Vistula is primarily a Polish river that flows into the Baltic at Danzig (now Gdansk). 
Its snow water emptying into the sea, together with a similar flow from the River Oder and 
the melting ice from the Gulfs of Bothnia and Finland, chills the water. Its coldness was a 
shock to a naked Hornblower as he “took his bath under the wash-deck pump”. Bonaparte’s 
army used the river, together with the Pregel, as a supply route.  (COM) 
 
Vitebsk: 
In 1812, Vitebsk, now in Belarus, was part of the Russian Empire. After the big battle that 
had taken place at Vitebsk and Smolensk “some two hundred miles to the south” of Riga, 
some of the corpses from it had begun to be seen floating in the River Dwina - bodies in the 
uniforms of the French, Russians, Bavarians, Westphalians and Italians. (COM)  
 
Warsaw: 
One of the newspapers obtained from a fishing boat in the Baltic by Hornblower was the 
Warsaw Gazette. It was under French control and made a strong attack on Russia and its 
Tsar. At this time, 1812, Bonaparte had positioned a substantial force of his army in 
Warsaw. (COM) 
 
Waterloo: 
“There is news from Belgium. The Emperor has been defeated in a great battle. At a place 
called Waterloo”. These were the words that Hornblower heard as he was about to be taken 
and shot by a firing squad after his capture by Napoleon’s forces. He had been part of a 
small attempt in the Nivernais to resist Bonaparte’s return from Elba. His captor, General 
Clausen, had cancelled his execution following the decisive French defeat on 18th June 1815. 
However, before this moment of relief for Hornblower, he had heard through one of his 
captors that the French had won two battles only days before. At the Battle of Quatre Bras, 
Wellington had been stopped from joining up with his Prussian allies and at the Battle of 
Ligny, the Prussians had lost part of their force to the French. See under Quatre Bras and 
Ligny. (LDH) 
While in New Orleans at a formal dinner, Hornblower noticed that the French general, 
Cambronne, had a purple scar on his cheek and wondered if he had received it at the battle 
of Waterloo or possibly at Austerlitz or Jena during the Napoleonic wars. (HWI-EH) 
 
Westphalia: See reference under Dresden and Riga. (COM) 
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Wurttemberg: See reference under Dresden. (COM) 
 
Zaffarano: See under Palermo. (ATR) 
 
Zaragoza: 
Zaragoza is in Aragon in Spain. Hornblower reflected during his enforced journey to 
incarceration in Vincennes that many others had gone before him. One of them was 
“Palafox of Zaragoza” who had been imprisoned in the famous French fortress but had 
survived and was released in 1813. See also under Navarre, Gerona and Vincennes.   
(FLY) 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The Americas and Other Areas - Place Names in 
the Hornblower Books: 
 
Acapulco: 
Hornblower was aware that when he and HMS Lydia had reached the Gulf of Fonseca on the 
Pacific coast of Central America, “they were in waters furrowed by the famous Acapulco 
galleon” carrying millions in treasure on each trip. Acapulco lies on Mexico’s Pacific Coast. 
See also under Manila. (HAP)  
 
Admiralty House: 
When Hornblower was Commander-in-Chief in the West Indies, his residence when ashore 
was Admiralty House in Kingston, Jamaica. (HWI-GC) 
 
Africa: 
While on the Lydia, Lieutenant Gerard told Lady Barbara of “his slaving adventures up the 
African rivers”. This appears to be the only reference made in the Hornblower biographies 
to Africa in general, as opposed to North Africa. (HAP) 
 
Andes: 
The reference to the Maritime Andes was in connection with the time needed to travel by 
land from Caracas to Puerto Cabello compared with sailing there in the frigate, Clorinda. See 
under Puerto Cabello. (HWI-GC) 
 
Antigua: 
The officers of HMS Renown originally thought that they were sailing to Antigua in the West 
Indies. “Antigua was a convenient landfall for ships to make from England, but from a 
military point of view it was not so desirable, being considerably to leeward of most of the 
points of strategic importance”. In fact, the Renown was under orders to sail to Santo 
Domingo to destroy a group of privateers operating from this Spanish territory. See under 
Santo Domingo. (LTH) 
 
Antilles: 
When Hornblower was trying to work out the likely course of the American privateer, 
Daring, as she sailed from Corpus Christi in the Gulf of Mexico to St Helena in the South 
Atlantic, he realised that the ship would have to “pass through the chain of the Antilles”. See 
also under St Helena. (HWI-EH) 
In the fight against piracy in the Caribbean it was mentioned that French ships-of-war were 
working against them in the Lesser Antilles at the same time that Hornblower’s “own busy 
squadron” in Jamaica was active. (HWI-BP)  
The Antilles in the Caribbean was the area to which Hornblower wondered if that was 
where the severely damaged Pretty Jane was drifting. (HWI-HU) 
 
Antipodes: 
In Geography, the Antipodes is a point diametrically opposite another point on the earth’s 
surface “with a straight line connecting the two passing through the Earth’s centre”. In 
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usage in England, this came to mean any point in the far southern hemisphere such as Cape 
Horn. Hornblower’s biographer at one stage described how, for the Lydia, as she sailed 
south along the Pacific coast of South America, it grew progressively cooler “even though 
this was the Antipodean summer”. (HAP) 
 
Aruba: See under Venezuela. (HWI-GC) 
 
Assaye: 
When Hornblower was obliged to carry Lady Barbara as a passenger on the Lydia, he 
presumed that she was related to (as a sister) “General the Hon. Sir Arthur Wellesley, K.B., 
the victor of Assaye” in western India in 1803. (HAP)    
 
Bahamas: See under Windward Channel. (HWI-GC) 
 
Barbados: 
In 1806, when Hornblower boarded and recovered a British ship from some French 
privateers while anchored in the Downs off Deal in Kent, he discovered that the ship was the 
“Amelia Jane of London, thirty-seven days out from Barbados” in the Caribbean. (ATR) 
 
Batavia: 
Batavia was the capital of what was the Dutch East Indies. Its location was in an area 
corresponding to present day Jakarta in Indonesia. As a consequence of what was to be the 
short-lived Treaty of Amiens in 1802, “national ships of the French, Batavian and Italian 
Republics will be saluted with the honours due to foreign ships of war”. (LTH) 
 
Baton Rouge: 
This city is the capital of the US State of Louisiana. When Hornblower was desperate to 
charter a steam tug to take his ship, the Crab, down the Mississippi from New Orleans to the 
sea, one of the tugs was said to have “gone up to Baton Rouge with flat boats”. (HWI-EH) 
 
Battery: See under New York. (OMT-HM) 
 
Beata Point: 
Cape Beata, or Beata Point, is on the south coast of Santo Domingo Island. The Renown 
would have sighted it as she sailed from Samana westwards towards Jamaica. (LTH) 
See also under St Helena. (HWI-EH) 
 
Belize: 
While searching the Caribbean for the American privateer, Daring, Hornblower in HMS Crab 
came across very few other vessels but he encountered “an island schooner bound to 
Belize” as was a “Dutchman homeward bound from Curacao”. (HWI-EH) 
 
Bengal: 
The wreck master and salvage expert on the Atropos, Mr McCullum, explained to 
Hornblower that for his three very cold Sinhalese (Ceylonese) divers, “the Eastern 
Mediterranean in March is nothing like the Bay of Bengal in summer”. See under 
Marmorice. (ATR)  
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Blue Mountains: 
The Blue Mountains in Jamaica was where the search for the escaping Marine Hudnutt was 
heading. Hornblower was following this in a carriage together with his aides, Spendlove and 
Gerard. The chase also went close to the Hope River on the island. (HWI-HU)  
 
Bombay: 
Lady Barbara mentioned Bombay when she was attending the many wounded of HMS Lydia 
after her battle with the Natividad. She wanted the wounded men below decks to have 
exposure to fresh air and sunshine. She said that her brother had told her that “the 
mortality in the hospital at Bombay declined as soon as they began to give the patients air”. 
(HAP) 
 
Bonaire: See under Venezuela. (HWI-GC) 
 
Boston: See under New York. (OMT-HM) 
 
Botany Bay: 
When Lady Barbara admitted to Hornblower that she had helped the prisoner, Marine 
Hudnutt, to escape from his Jamaican stockade to avoid his execution for disobeying orders,  
Hornblower told her that she “could be transported to Botany Bay” for her felony. This was 
the only time in the Hornblower biographies where there was any reference to the 
existence of Australia other than to Van Dieman’s Land. (HWI-HU)   
 
Brazil: 
See reference under China. (ATR) 
Hornblower’s biographer mentioned Brazil in connection with the use of “a ruse of war”. 
Apparently, “an American officer deceived the Portuguese authorities in Brazil” in 1812. In 
1821, Ramsbottom, a supporter of Venezuelan independence, and as a ruse of war, used his 
ship under the pretence that it was a British warship to set up a blockade of the coast of 
Venezuela. See also under Curacao. (HWI-GC) 
 
Caicos Passage: See under Fort Augusta. (HWI-HU) 
 
Calcutta: 
When Hornblower attended the prison hulk, Santa Barbara, for his examination for 
lieutenant, he was shown into a very crowded cabin to wait. One of the other candidates 
commented about the supposed similarity to the Black Hole of Calcutta. (MID-EL) 
See under Bembridge. (LDH) 
 
Cambridge: In Jamaica, see under Montego Bay. (HWI-BP) 
 
Canada: 
The huge rollers experienced by HMS Hotspur as she patrolled off the coast of Brest had 
travelled unimpeded across the Atlantic from Canada to France. (HOT) 
While being briefed at the Admiralty in 1805, it was made clear to Hornblower that any 
victory by Bonaparte over the Royal Navy in home waters would mean “the automatic fall of 
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West Indies and East Indies, of Canada and the Cape (of Good Hope), of the whole Empire”. 
(CRS) 
 
Cape Horn: See under Horn. (HAP)  
 
Cape Mala (or Punta Mala): 
Cape Mala is on the Pacific coast of Panama. Hornblower in the Lydia looked for this 
headland before rounding it on his approach to Panama from the west.  (HAP) 
 
Cape San Antonio: 
This Cape is on the westernmost tip of Cuba. It was to this point that Hornblower ordered 
the Crab to sail on the way across the Caribbean Sea in order to intercept the American 
privateer, Daring, as she made passage from Corpus Christi towards the Tobago Channel on 
the way to St Helena. Map 30 in “The Hornblower Companion” provides a very useful 
outline of the Caribbean and the action described there in “Hornblower in the West Indies”. 
(HWI-EH)   
 
Cape (the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa):  
See mention under Ushant. (HOT) 
See above reference under Canada. (CRS) 
The three “Sinhalese divers” on HMS Atropos had been “shipped all round the Cape of Good 
Hope” to join the ship in Gibraltar. (ATR) 
Lady Barbara at one stage remarked to Hornblower that she had twice rounded the Cape of 
Good Hope when her brother was Governor-General in India. See also reference under 
Isthmus. (HAP) 
See also under Tuileries. (SOL) 
See reference under Baltic. (COM) 
 
Carabobo: 
The battle of Carabobo was fought between the Spanish and the republican forces led by 
Bolivar who were fighting for the independence of Venezuela. According to Hornblower’s 
biographer, Charles Ramsbottom had taken the guns meant for the Spanish when his ship, 
Bride of Abydos, captured the Dutch supply ship, Helmond. For the dying Ramsbottom, the 
victory at Carabobo had been achieved at a heavy price because “my left hand lies on the 
field of Carabobo”. Map 30 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the location of Carabobo 
and Puerto Cabello. (HWI-GC)  
 
Caracas: See under Venezuela and La Guaira. (HWI-GC) 
 
Caribbean: 
The Caribbean is the area of the Caribbean Sea situated to the east of Central America, 
north of mainland South America with many islands bordering the sea from the Atlantic 
Ocean to the north and east. The word is also used as an alternative to the West Indies. In 
the early 1820’s, when Hornblower was the Commander-in-Chief of the area, it was said 
that “the jig was up for piracy in the Caribbean”. See Map 30 in “The Hornblower 
Companion”. (HWI-BP) 
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Cartagena:  (Not to be confused with Cartagena in Spain). 
Cartagena is a coastal city in Colombia and in 1821, it was a large slave trading port.    
Hornblower wondered at one stage if the American privateer, Daring, was going to sail 
there. See also under St Helena. (HWI-EH) 
 
Central America: 
See under Panama. (HAP) 
As he sat in his bath with his legs dangling over the end at his home at Smallbridge, 
Hornblower recalled “the legs of the spiders he had seen in Central America”. He later 
remembered another incident from Central America. As he left the Nonsuch for a dinner at 
the Peterhof Palace in St Petersburg, he informed Captain Bush that he would be in 
command in his absence. Hornblower had done a similar thing in Central America when he 
went ashore to meet the mad El Supremo. When he later arrived off the Dwina River in Riga, 
Hornblower had a further reminder of Central America when he likened the bivouac fires 
ashore to the fires of El Supremo’s army in Central America. (COM) 
While Hornblower was on an official visit to New Orleans in 1821, the British Consul-General 
there gave him a briefing “of the military and political situation in Central America” where 
the Spanish colonies were “entering into the final stage of their struggle for independence”. 
Based on what he had been informed by his minister in Washington, the Consul-General 
said that both the British and US Governments were likely to recognise this independence. 
However, “Cuba shows small signs of restlessness” and mention was made of “letters of 
marque” issued by the Spanish Government “to vessels sailing from Havana”. All sides in the 
Caribbean were issuing such letters and turning ships into privateers preying on other 
shipping. (HWI-EH) 
 
Ceylon (today’s Sri Lanka): 
When HMS Atropos sailed to Turkish waters to attempt the recovery of sunken gold and 
silver, she carried with her three “Sinhalese divers” who were normally “pearl divers from 
Ceylon”. See also under Coromandel Coast. “The Ceylonese divers had survived the journey 
all round Africa from India to Asia Minor”. (ATR) 
 
Champerico: 
This is a town on the Pacific coast of modern-day Guatemala. While looking for the 
Natividad, then in rebel hands, Hornblower found that Champerico was in flames from an 
attack by El Supremo’s forces. (HAP) 
 
China: 
Before he opened his new orders from the Admiralty, Hornblower wondered with 
excitement if they might send him and the Atropos to “China or Greenland or Brazil”. (ATR) 
One other mention of China in the Hornblower books would appear to be that Hornblower’s 
“cravat was of thick China silk”. (SOL) 
For Hornblower, listening to music “tormented his ear like a Chinese water torture”. (COM) 
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Cockpit Country: 
“The Cockpit Country was territory unknown to any white man, an independent republic in 
the northeast of Jamaica. At the conquest of the island from the Spaniards, a century and a 
half earlier, the British had found this area already populated by runaway slaves and the 
survivors of the Indian population. Several attempts to subdue the area had failed 
disastrously”. It was on the edge of this area that the pirate gang who had kidnapped 
Hornblower and his secretary, Spendlove, were hiding out. Montego Bay was visible from 
this place. (HWI-BP) 
 
Coiba Island: 
Coiba was an uninhabited island on the Pacific coast of Panama. Hornblower selected it as a 
suitable place to careen the Lydia and carry out much needed repairs following the damage 
inflicted in the battle with the Natividad. Map 19 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows its 
location. Once the work was completed, the Lydia was considered to be “as efficient a ship 
as when she had left Portsmouth newly commissioned”. (HAP) 
As Hornblower sailed up the Seine in a very overcrowded HMS Porta Coeli, he had to try to 
sleep in a hammock on deck. He recalled that he had not slept in this way since Coiba Island.  
(LDH)  
 
Colombia: 
The republicans fighting the Spanish in Central America for the independence of Venezuela 
were referred to as being part of “the Army of Greater Colombia” and likewise, Charles 
Ramsbottom and his ship, Bride of Abydos, were part of “the Navy of Greater Colombia”. 
(HWI-GC) 
 
Conchaquita Island: See under Fonseca Bay. (HAP) 
 
Coromandel Coast: 
The Coromandel Coast is on the south eastern side of the Indian subcontinent. Mr 
McCullum of the East India Company was the “wreck master and salvage director of the 
Coromandel Coast”. He had joined HMS Atropos on her expedition to recover bullion from a 
sunken British transport ship that had capsized in Turkish waters. (ATR) 
 
Corpus Christi: 
Corpus Christi in the Gulf of Mexico was in 1821 “only a village on a lagoon”. It was thought 
that the American privateer, Daring, was sailing to this port to pick up some five hundred 
soldiers of the Napoleonic “Old Guard” although at the time Hornblower did not know the 
true purpose of her voyage. (HWI-EH) 
 
Cuba: 
When the Spanish prisoners briefly took over HMS Renown during the voyage from Samana 
Bay to Jamaica, the thought of his ship being captured and “carried off to some Cuban port” 
drove Bush into a fighting frenzy. (LTH) 
See also under Central America. (HWI-EH) 
Most of the slaves on the slave ship, Star of the South, would have been carried into Havana 
in Cuba had it not been for the ingenious use of an underwater drogue devised by men from 
HMS Clorinda. See also under Havana. (HWI-SS)  
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Cuddalore: 
Cuddalore is a port in south eastern India. The wreck master and salvage expert, Mr 
McCullum, mentioned it while working from the Atropos. He was in charge of three 
Sinhalese divers who were very afraid of a charge of explosives they were laying against the 
sunken transport ship, Speedwell. “They’ve seen one of their mates blown to bits using a 
flying fuse off Cuddalore”. See under Marmorice and Ceylon. (ATR) 
 
Curacao: 
Curacao is a Dutch island in the Lesser Antilles in the south Caribbean lying to the north of 
the Venezuelan coast. The new commander of HMS Renown, Captain Cogshill, offered as a 
drink a Dutch liquor from Curacao. “If the orange flavour is not too sickly for your palates 
you might find it pleasant”. (LTH) 
At the start of Hornblower’s appointment as Commander-in-Chief in the West Indies, one of 
his ships, HMS Roebuck, was off Curacao “keeping an eye on the Dutchmen- there’s a brisk 
trade in arms with Venezuela at present”. (HWI-EH) 
The Dutch governor of Curacao wrote to the British Governor-General in Jamaica to 
complain about the apparent imposition of a blockade there by a British warship. There was 
really no such blockade as it was an attempt by Charles Ramsbottom, a supporter of 
Venezuelan independence from Spain, to prevent any reinforcements reaching that coast in 
the run up to the Battle of Carabobo. A similar incident had occurred at La Guaira. See also 
under Venezuela and Brazil. (HWI-GC) 
 
Darien: 
“Opening up a channel to British trade across the Isthmus of Darien” in Central America had 
long been considered but without anything being achieved. One of Hornblower’s secondary 
tasks while on the Pacific coast of Central America in HMS Lydia had been to look for such a 
crossing of the deceptively narrow strip between the Pacific and the Atlantic Oceans. See 
also reference to Isthmus. On arrival at St Helena, Hornblower said he had brought Lady 
Barbara with him “from Darien”.  (HAP) 
 
Dominica: (not to be confused with the Dominican Republic, the former island of Santo 
Domingo). Dominica is an island in the Leeward Islands in the Caribbean. In the 1800’s, it 
had already been held by the British since 1763. According to the Spaniard, Colonel Ortega, 
with whom Hornblower was acting as an interpreter in talks leading up to the surrender of 
the Spanish forces in Samana Bay, the rebellious slaves in the west of the island believed the 
British to be their enemies “because of what happened in Dominica”. It seems that the 
treatment of slaves by the British in Dominica had not endeared them to slaves elsewhere 
on Caribbean islands. (LTH)  
 
Dragon’s Mouth: 
The Dragon’s Mouth is the twelve-mile wide channel separating Trinidad from Venezuela on 
mainland South America. Map 30 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the relative 
positions of the two countries. (HWI-EH) 
 
Drunken Cay: See under Fort Augusta. (HWI-HU) 
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East Indies:  
See above reference under Canada (CRS) 
Hornblower attended the Admiralty for a briefing from Admiral Louis who sat “beside the 
vast fire which Louis maintained summer and winter since his return from the command of 
the East Indian Station”. When Hornblower later arrived at the Downs in Kent to join HMS 
Nonsuch before leaving for the Baltic, he saw the East India convoy at anchor waiting for a 
suitable wind “to up-anchor and start down Channel”.  (COM) 
 
Engano Point: 
Engano Point or Cape Engano is on the easterly tip of Santo Domingo Island. Map 8 in “The 
Hornblower Companion” shows its position. See also under Samana. (LTH)  
 
El Salvador:  
The country of El Salvador in Central America with its capital city, San Salvador. See 
reference under Nicaragua, San Salvador and La Libertad. (HAP) 
 
Estero Real: See under Fonseca. (HAP) 
 
Florida: 
At a formal dinner in New Orleans in 1821, Hornblower was hoping to speak to the Spanish 
Consul-General about “this pending cession of Florida” which took place later that year. 
(HWI-EH) 
 
Fonseca (or Gulf of Fonseca): 
Hornblower’s intended landfall, once he had sailed up the Pacific coast of South and Central 
America in HMS Lydia, was the Gulf of Fonseca. This was then part of the “Captaincy 
General of Guatemala”, a Spanish colony in rebellion. His mission was to make contact with 
a large landowner in the area to assist him in his rebellion against the Spanish. The 
landowner, Don Julian Alvarado, turned out to be a mad man who styled himself as “El 
Supremo”. Map 20 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the layout of the Gulf. The 
“broad westerly channel between Conchaquita Island and the westerly mainland” provided 
a deep enough channel for the Lydia to enter the Bay. A secondary mission for Hornblower 
was to attempt to find an opening of the isthmus to the Caribbean. This lay in an arm of the 
bay of Fonseca that was apparently called the Estero Real, “which approached closely to the 
inland lake of Managua, which was thought to communicate with the lake of Nicaragua, 
which drained to the Caribbean by the river San Juan”. See also under Isthmus. (HAP) 
 
Fort Augusta: 
As Hornblower and Barbara left Jamaica to sail home on the Pretty Jane, the ship “dipped 
the flag to Fort Augusta” and then left Drunken Cay and South Cay behind. During the early 
stages of her ill-fated voyage, the Pretty Jane passed or sailed close to various other sites as 
it attempted to reach the open Atlantic. These places included Point Maysi, Haiti, the 
Windward Channel, the Caicos Passage, Silver Bank Passage, Turks Island and Mouchoir.  
Map 30 shows these locations in “The Hornblower Companion”. (HWI-HU) 
 
 
 



 

Page | 103 

Fort St Philip: 
On the way up to New Orleans in 1821, Hornblower’s ship exchanged salutes with Fort St 
Philip. The fort is some forty miles upriver from the mouth of the river Mississippi on the 
eastern bank and served as a protection for New Orleans. (HWI-EH) 
 
Fortaleza (or La Fortaleza): 
The name of the Palace of Santa Catalina in San Juan. See under Santa Catalina. (HWI-SS) 
(HWI-HU) 
 
Galera Point: See under St Helena. (HWI-EH) 
 
Grand Cay: 
When Hornblower and the Clorinda sailed from Kingston in Jamaica to Porto Cabello in 
Venezuela, his biographer mentioned that Captain Fell cautiously shortened sail as “they 
entered the dangerous proximity of Grand Cay”. There is some confusion here as references 
to this location show it could be the one in the Bahamas, Grand Cayman or in the Turks and 
Caicos Islands. However, none of these locations would appear to be on the course from 
Kingston to Venezuela. Such a course would have taken the Clorinda southwards across the 
Caribbean Sea and not to the north or west. (HWI-GC)  
 
Grand Cayman: 
Grand Cayman is an island in the Caribbean south of Cuba and to the west of Jamaica. See 
under St Helena for its connection with Hornblower. (HWI-EH) 
 
Greenland: See reference under China. (ATR) 
 
Grenada: See under St Helena. (HWI-EH) 
 
Gulf Coast: 
Corpus Christi in the Gulf of Mexico or the Gulf Coast was where the American privateer, 
Daring, sailed to pick up five hundred French soldiers of the Napoleonic “Old Guard”. (HWI-
EH) 
The Mexican Gulf was where Hornblower had sent HMS Flora, one of the ships under his 
command on the West Indies station. (HWI-HU) 
 
Gun Key: See under Kingston, Jamaica. (LTH) 
 
Haiti (or Hayti): 
The captain of the French privateer, Pique, explained to Hornblower after he had picked up 
the ship’s boat from the Marie Galante, that he was not currently using it as a slave ship 
because of the rebellion then taking place in Haiti. See also Paris and West Coast of Africa. 
(MID-PF) 
See under Santo Domingo. (LTH) 
See under Jura for the connection between Hornblower and Toussaint l’Ouverture. (FLY) 
See under New Orleans and St Helena for its connection with Hornblower. (HWI-EH) 
See also under San Domingo and Fort Augusta. (HWI-HU) 
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Halifax: 
In a discussion between themselves, some of the officers on HMS Renown made clear their 
lack of knowledge about where the service could take them in time of war. “The West Indies 
today- Halifax tomorrow. We obey orders”. Presumably, the Halifax in this context was 
Halifax in Nova Scotia. (LTH)  
 
Havana:  
Crystal, the ship’s master, described the lugger that the Lydia had encountered near the 
Gulf of Panama as “just a plain Spanish guarda-costa”. He had seen “dozens” of them off 
Havana. (HAP) 
Hornblower’s biographer referred to Captain Lydiard of HMS Anson and his capture of the 
Spanish frigate, Pomona, “off Havannah” in 1806. HMS Porta Coeli, the eighteen-gun brig 
used by Hornblower in the Bay of the Seine when he retook the Flame from mutineers, was 
named after a similarly named Spanish privateer, “captured off Havannah”. That ship had 
put up such a brave fight that the Royal Navy later named one of its own ships after her. 
(LDH)  
At the time that Hornblower started his appointment as Commander-in Chief in the West 
Indies, slaves were still being “run into Havana or Rio de Janeiro”. See also under New 
Orleans and Central America. (HWI-EH) 
“The main slave market for the Spanish colonies was at Havana”. (HWI-SS) 
 
Hispaniola:  
This is the name of the island containing Haiti in the west and Santo Domingo (today’s 
Dominican Republic) in the east. (LTH) 
 
Hope River: See under Blue Mountains. (HWI-HU) 
 
Horn (or Cape Horn): 
To take HMS Lydia into the Pacific, Hornblower had rounded Cape Horn. It was off the Horn 
that the ship’s surgeon, Hankey, had died from “drink and syphilis”. See also reference 
under Isthmus. When Lady Barbara sailed easterly as a passenger on the Lydia, she “found it 
hard to believe that men had ever succeeded in sailing a ship westward round the Horn”. 
(HAP) 
See reference under Baltic. (COM) 
 
India: 
Mr McCullum of the East India Company was its wreck master and salvage director. Initially, 
“he might have drifted out to India as a cabin boy or apprentice” but now “he was one of 
those experts whose skill made them too valuable to be trifled with”. See also Cuddalore. 
(ATR) 
One of Lady Barbara’s brothers had been a Governor-General of India and “she chattered 
about the intrigues which could enmesh” him in his post. (HAP) 
One of the passengers sailing on the East Indiaman, Lord Mornington, was introduced to 
Hornblower as the “Governor-designate of Bombay” on his way to take up his post in India. 
However, “even a sailor before the mast could look forward with pleasure to his visit to 
India” unless of course he had been pressed into service with the Royal Navy as had 



 

Page | 105 

happened to some two hundred seamen from the six ships being escorted by Hornblower 
and the Sutherland.  (SOL) 
Captain Troubridge “was lost at sea in Indian waters”. See under Malta to understand why it 
mattered to Hornblower. (FLY) 
See reference under Baltic. (COM) 
 
Ipswich: In Jamaica, see under Montego Bay. (HWI-BP) 
 
Isthmus: 
This refers to the narrow connecting land of the Isthmus of Panama or Nicaragua. The 
British Admiralty had in mind the possibility of a “canal across Nicaragua”. In the early 
1800’s, major European powers thought that the joining of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
by a canal “would make a profound difference to the world. It would bring Van Dieman’s 
Land and the Moluccas into a closer relation to the civilised world. It would open the Pacific 
to England by evading the difficulties of the journey round the Horn or by the Cape of Good 
Hope and India”. (HAP) 
 
Jaffra (or Jaffna): 
Jaffna is a port in northern Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). The three “Sinhalese divers” of the 
Atropos came from this area. When their director, Mr McCullum, caught them trying to 
secrete some recovered silver coins into their clothing, he said that “that would have made 
them rich for life if they could have taken it back to Jaffra”.  (ATR) 
 
Jamaica: 
Two Spanish forts had first repulsed the Renown from entering Samana Bay, and by being 
“ignominiously beaten off”, her acting captain, Buckland, first considered heading away for 
Jamaica.  Map 10 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the location of Jamaica in the 
Caribbean relative to both Cuba and Haiti. (LTH)  
See reference under Baltic. (COM) 
“His Majesty’s loyal colony of Jamaica” was the Caribbean island where Hornblower was 
based when he was the Commander-in-Chief of the West Indies. It was on a hot and pitch 
dark Jamaican night and at a ball being given by a local planter that a gang of pirates 
kidnapped Hornblower and his secretary, Erasmus Spendlove. They took them to a place in 
the north-west of the island. See under Montego Bay. (HWI-BP)  
One interesting reference to Jamaica was that in 1821, ice was being sold at “sixpence a 
pound” and was brought down to the Caribbean “from New England in fast schooners”. 
(HWI-GC) 
See also references to Morant Cape. (HWI-HU) 
 
Java: See reference under Baltic. (COM) 
 
Kingston: 
After leaving Samana Bay in Santo Domingo, the Renown led its three captured privateers as 
prizes to Kingston, the capital of Jamaica and the base of the Royal Navy Commander-in-
Chief. Hornblower’s biographer described the Renown’s approach to Kingston by calling off 
the various landmarks on the approach to the anchorage. The salute to the Admiral’s flag 
began at Mosquito Point, she trimmed sail inside Gun Key and the ship then rounded Port 



 

Page | 106 

Royal Point. In the background, Bush on his invalid bed imagined the sight of Salt Pond Hill 
and the Liguanea mountains or “Long Mountain behind Rock Fort”. Map 10 in “The 
Hornblower Companion” shows the location of both Kingston and Jamaica relative to Cuba 
and Haiti. After Bush’s recovery from his wounds and before Hornblower’s return to 
England with HMS Retribution, the two of them had a couple of days’ leave spending their 
prize money “in the dubious delights of Kingston” during “a lurid period”. (LTH)  
Hornblower later was appointed the Commander-in-Chief of the West Indies in 1821-1823. 
On Barbara’s behalf, he wrote an order (for money) to the “Coutt’s correspondent” there 
and it was in Kingston where “Bonner must have helped” Lady Barbara to arrange the 
escape of the prisoner, Marine Hudnutt. (HWI-HU)  
 
La Guaira:  
This was said to be the “gateway to Caracas”. See under Curacao and Venezuela. Following 
the Battle of Carabobo, Hornblower witnessed the flight of people from Puerto Cabello as 
they put to sea to try to reach La Guaira and away from the victorious republicans. (HWI-GC) 
 
La Libertad: 
La Libertad was the port in El Salvador where Hornblower in the Lydia and El Supremo in the 
Natividad transported five hundred rebels in order to capture the city of San Salvador. See 
also under Nicaragua and San Salvador. Later, Hornblower unsuccessfully looked for the 
Natividad in “the roadstead of La Libertad” (HAP)  
 
Leeward Islands: 
As Hornblower neared Panama, a Spanish lugger approached the Lydia carrying various 
letters for Hornblower one of which that “your admiral in the Leeward Islands sent overland 
from Porto Bello”. (HAP) 
While sailing towards the Tobago Channel, Hornblower saw “inter-island sloops trading 
between the Leeward Islands and Trinidad”. (HWI-EH) 
 
Liguanea: Liguanea, or Long Mountains, in Jamaica. See under Kingston. (LTH) 
 
Louisiana: 
In 1821, when Hornblower paid an official visit to New Orleans, Louisiana was already a US 
state. It was adjacent to Texas, then a Mexican province. See under New Orleans. (HWI-EH) 
 
Madras: 
See under Beyrout. (CRS) 
Lady Wheeler, one of the passengers waiting to sail back to England from St Helena, said 
that she remembered Lady Barbara “as quite a child in Madras”. (HAP) 
 
Managua: See under Fonseca and Nicaragua. (HAP) 
 
Mandeville: 
During Spendlove’s escape from the “bewildered pirates” in Jamaica, he learnt from a patrol 
at Mandeville that Hornblower was on his way to Government House in Kingston. See also 
under Montego Bay. (HWI-BP) 
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Manguera Island:  
This is an island in the Gulf of Fonseca. The Lydia hid behind this island before she made a 
surprise attack on the Natividad and captured her. Later, when Hornblower was searching 
for the Natividad, now in rebel hands, he sailed into the Gulf of Fonseca and round 
Manguera Island but she was not there. (HAP) 
 
Manila: 
See under reference to Panama. (LTH) 
“The Manila galleon is at sea!” and was due to arrive in Acapulco. Hornblower realised that 
the handing over of the captured Spanish warship, Natividad, had created a great risk that El 
Supremo, leading an insurrection against Spain, now a country that had recently become an 
ally of Britain, could capture this ship. Apparently, “one ship a year crossed the wide Pacific 
from the Philippines, never bearing less than a million sterling in treasure”. (HAP)  
 
Maracaibo: See under Venezuela. (HWI-GC) 
 
Martinique: 
Hornblower realised that any escaping privateer from Samana Bay on Santo Domingo would 
be able to head for sanctuary to the French held island of Martinique. (LTH) 
One of the dispatches recovered by Hornblower from the captured French brig, Guepe, had 
made it clear that in 1805, Napoleon did not intend to send his forces to Martinique. This 
was important information for finding out where the French fleet would not be because 
Nelson was pursuing it to bring it to battle.  “To reinforce the West Indies would necessitate 
risking some of Bonaparte’s naval forces at sea”. See also under Windward Isles. (CRS) 
 
Mauritius: See reference under Tuileries. (SOL) 
 
Mexico: 
When frigates from the Channel Fleet placed themselves in a long line in the Atlantic to the 
west of Cadiz, they were waiting to intercept the Spanish “flota” or treasure fleet. Shiploads 
of bullion from the mines of Mexico and Peru were brought to Spain each year. Admiral 
Cornwallis wanted to capture the equivalent of some three million pounds and at one stage, 
Hornblower and HMS Hotspur were to be part of the squadron involved in stopping the 
treasure ships. (HOT)  
When the captured Spanish warship, Natividad, was being handed over to the forces of the 
rebel leader, the mad El Supremo, it was thought that “within a year the whole of the New 
World from Mexico to Peru would be at his feet”. See also under Peru. (HAP) 
The Mexican question, like the Venezuela question and the Spanish question, were some of 
the responsibilities that were causing Hornblower to fret as he handed over his command to 
his successor, Captain Ransome. (HWI-HU) 
 
Moluccas: See mention under Isthmus. (HAP) 
 
Mona Passage: 
The Mona Passage is the seaway between the islands of Santo Domingo and Puerto Rico. In 
the early 1800’s, Spanish privateers were attacking ships sailing through the Passage by 
coming out from nearby Samana Bay. It was HMS Renown’s task to enter the Bay and 
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destroy these ships. See under Samana. The position of the Mona Passage is shown in Map 
8 in “The Hornblower Companion”. It was later the location where Bush in  HMS Renown, 
sailing as part of Admiral Lambert’s West Indies squadron, learnt of the declaration of 
peace. This would have been the short-lived peace of Amiens in 1802 between France and 
Great Britain. (LTH) 
 
Montego Bay:  
When Spendlove escaped from the “bewildered pirates”, he travelled downstream to 
Montego Bay and then rode seventy miles to Government House in Kingston. To get there 
he travelled through the small Jamaican villages of Cambridge and Ipswich. When 
Hornblower later took his forces from the capital to rout the pirates he sailed round to 
Montego Bay, “leaving Portland Point abeam, rounding Negril Point at sunset”. See also 
under Cockpit Country. (HWI-BP) 
 
Morant Cape: 
This was where one of Hornblower’s ships in the West Indies, the frigate HMS Phoebe, had 
been struck by lightning. It is the easternmost point of mainland Jamaica. (HWI-EH) 
Hornblower noticed the Bride of Abydos leaving Kingston early one morning as she sailed 
“eastward to round Morant Point”. (HWI-GC)  
 
Morro Castle: 
Morro Castle was located overlooking the entrance to the port of San Juan in Puerto Rico 
whose approaches it covered with its artillery. It was to Morro Castle that Hornblower and 
the Clorinda saluted with “flags dipping respectfully” as the ship left San Juan in pursuit of 
the Star of the South (Estrella del Sur). The intended course of the Estrella was to weather 
Haiti towards “the Old Bahama Channel” and then to Havana. See also under San Juan and 
San Cristobal. (HWI-SS) 
 
Mouchoir: See under Fort Augusta. (HWI-HU) 
 
Mosquito Point: See under Kingston, (Jamaica). (LTH) 
 
Narrows (The): 
This is a reference to the Narrows of New York Harbour. It is a tidal strip between Brooklyn 
and Staten Island and regarded as the gateway to New York City for shipping. See under 
New York. (OMT-HM) 
 
Negril Point: in Jamaica, see under Montego Bay. (HWI-BP) 
 
New England: 
In 1813, when Hornblower was required to take the mentally ailing King George III and his 
entourage for a short overnight sail in the English Channel, he was aware that there was a 
danger that he might encounter “one of those heavily sparred, heavily gunned New England 
privateers”.  (OMT-HM) 
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New Granada: 
When Hornblower anchored off Panama, he had an interview with the Viceroy of New 
Grenada. This Spanish colony was then experiencing an uprising against it in which El 
Supremo was very much involved. See also under Peru. (HAP) 
When in New Orleans, the British Consul-General there made a brief reference about “the 
insurgents” in New Granada. (HWI-EH) 
 
New Orleans: 
It was from New Orleans that the French brig, Marie Galante, had been sailing for over 
twenty-four days with a cargo of rice when she was captured by Pellew’s Indefatigable in 
the Bay of Biscay. Hornblower was put on board to lead a prize crew back to England. (MID-
CR) 
Hornblower paid an official visit to New Orleans in the US State of Louisiana in 1821 in his 
capacity as “Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels in the West Indies”. He 
travelled up the hundred miles of river from the sea to the city on HM schooner Crab. Much 
to Hornblower’s great interest, a steam tug towed the Crab up river. Having arrived in the 
city, Hornblower attended a formal dinner hosted by the British Consul-General where he 
was a little embarrassed to hear mentioned a passing reference to the Battle of New 
Orleans. This battle had taken place some six years previously in January 1815 and had been 
a British defeat. Hornblower saw that the port was crowded with ocean-going sailing ships 
together with many paddle steamers. He particularly noticed the presence in the port of an 
American privateer, the Daring, at the time preparing to go to sea. A French general, 
Cambronne, known to be a strong supporter of Napoleon Bonaparte, then in captivity on 
the South Atlantic island of St Helena, had chartered the ship. Both Hornblower and the 
British Consul General wondered what Cambronne was thinking of doing in the Gulf of 
Mexico with such a ship and five hundred of Napoleon’s “Old Guard”. They considered a 
possible interference in Mexico “in the throes of her revolt against Spain” or an attack on 
Havana or Haiti. Map 30 in “The Hornblower Companion” puts into context the location of 
New Orleans with the voyages of HMS Crab and the American privateer, Daring.   
It is noteworthy that in all the volumes of biography written by C S Forester, this is the only 
recorded time that Hornblower set foot in the USA.  (HWI-EH) 
 
New York: 
At one stage in 1813, it looked as if an American privateer would capture the Royal Yacht, 
Augusta, when it was carrying King George III with Hornblower as its captain on a short 
sailing trip in the English Channel. If such an attack had been successful, Hornblower “tried 
to picture the effect of the news in New York or Boston” with boats swarming out to the 
Narrows to see the victorious privateer and its captives. He thought of the King being landed 
at the Battery on the southern tip of New York or being taken to Boston or Philadelphia. See 
also under Narrows and Battery. (OMT-HM) 
 
Nicaragua: 
Having rounded the Horn and entered the Pacific in command of HMS Lydia, Hornblower 
headed towards the coast of Nicaragua. See also under Fonseca. The “Captain General of 
Nicaragua” was the official in charge of this Spanish colony and resided in Managua. He 
apparently had an army of some three hundred men. It was the intention of the mad El 
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Supremo to use the weapons supplied from HMS Lydia to overthrow Spanish colonial rule. 
Eventually, “all Nicaragua was in a flame of rebellion”. (HAP)  
 
Old Bahama Channel: See under Morro Castle. (HWI-SS) 
 
Pacific (Pacific Ocean): 
Hornblower on HMS Lydia, having rounded Cape Horn, took pleasure at seeing that “the 
Pacific in the morning, deep blue overside and changing to silver towards the horizon, was 
like some heraldic blazon of argent and azure”. “In the clear daylight of the Pacific, a ship 
might be seen at a distance of as much as twenty miles, perhaps”. However, he was also 
aware that his crew could be “seduced by the charms of the Pacific” with the memory of the 
Bounty mutiny in mind. Hornblower’s voyage to the Pacific and up the coast of Central 
America can be traced in Maps 1 and 19 in “The Hornblower Companion”. (HAP) 
On one occasion, when Hornblower looked at Barbara, he saw “the woman who had stood 
not frightened beside him upon the shot-torn decks of the Lydia in the Pacific. (COM) 
While dining on the Sutherland in the western Mediterranean and before an attack against a 
French port, Hornblower reflected that a year previously, a fellow officer on HMS Lydia, 
Galbraith, “had died of gangrene in the far Pacific”. (SOL) 
 
Panama: 
With what was to be a short-lived peace between Great Britain and France after the Treaty 
of Amiens in 1802, Hornblower’s biographer reflected on a war that had been fought as far 
as Manila in the east and Panama in the west. (LTH)  
As he reached the Gulf of Fonseca on the Pacific coast of Central America, Hornblower 
realised that he was close to “the coasting ships bearing the silver of Potosi to Panama”. See 
also under Potosi. In the early 1800’s it was a dream of European nations that the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans could be joined together by a scheme to open a canal to cross the 
Isthmus in Nicaragua or in Panama. See under Isthmus. When Hornblower arrived in 
Panama, he met Lady Barbara for the first time. She was looking for an alternative means of 
returning home after “an outbreak of yellow fever on the Spanish Main”. The fouling of her 
anchor marred the Lydia’s departure from Panama and this put Hornblower in a very bad 
mood. Map 19 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the location of Panama in Central 
America. (HAP) 
When dining with Lady Barbara and her husband at the Angel Inn in Plymouth, she 
reminded Hornblower that the pineapples offered for dessert “were not as good as enjoyed 
at Panama”. (SOL) 
At one stage during his stay at the Chateau de Gracay, Hornblower remembered the mad 
man, El Supremo, who “had died for his crime on a scaffold at Panama”. (FLY) 
Once again, Hornblower remembered El Supremo and Panama when he spoke to the 
Spanish officers at Riga who had changed side by deserting the French and going over to the 
Russians. (COM) 
 
Pearl Islands: 
The Pearl Islands are a group of about two hundred islands off the Pacific coast of Panama. 
Hornblower hoped that the Lydia’s crew could win some prize money in the Gulf of Panama 
“among the pearl fishers” and thought that the Admiralty “would be glad of a survey of the 
Gulf and the Pearl Islands”. Hornblower did not consider the Pearl Islands to be a suitable 



 

Page | 111 

place to refit the Lydia in secret following her battle with the Natividad. This was because 
the islands were inhabited and frequently visited from Panama. The Spanish had prohibited 
any landings in Spanish America. (HAP) 
 
Pedro Bank: 
Pedro Bank is a bank of sand and coral to the south of Jamaica. Hornblower’s ship “picked 
up soundings” on the bank. See also under St Helena. (HWI-EH) 
 
Peru: 
See under Mexico regarding the mining of silver by the Spanish. (HOT) 
The principal Spanish representative in Central America, and from whom there was a letter 
addressed to Hornblower, was the “Viceroy of Peru”. This Viceroy later prohibited 
Hornblower from entering any port of Spanish America including the Viceroyalty of Mexico 
or the Captain-Generalcy of New Grenada despite the removal by the Lydia of any threat 
from the Natividad. A secondary reason for HMS Lydia’s voyage to the Pacific coast of 
Central America had been to attempt to open up the Spanish possessions for trade with 
Britain. “Peruvian balsam and logwood, cochineal and gold, were awaiting exchange for 
British manufactures”. Peruvian silver was stored in Panama awaiting shipment to Spain. 
(HAP) 
 
Philadelphia: See under New York. (OMT-HM) 
 
Philippines: See under Manila. (HAP) 
 
Point Maysi: See under Fort Augusta. (HWI-HU) 
 
Port Royal: See under Kingston (Jamaica). (LTH) 
 
Portland Point: In Jamaica, see under Montego Bay. (HWI-BP) 
 
Porto Bello: 
This port is on the Atlantic coast of the Isthmus of Panama. See reference under Leeward 
Islands. When Hornblower reluctantly first received Lady Barbara on board the Lydia, he 
tried to persuade her to travel home to Europe by way of Porto Bello rather than rounding 
Cape Horn. However, there was yellow fever in the port, “a thousand people died there of it 
last week”. She therefore remained on the Lydia. See also reference under Portugal. (HAP) 
 
Port-o’-Spain:  
When Hornblower was in Gibraltar waiting with other officers for his examination for 
lieutenant, one of them immediately got up and left when he discovered that one of the 
examiners was Captain “Black Charlie Hammond”. Apparently, this was because “Black 
Charlie won’t ever forget that I lost his pet poodle over-side from the cutter in Port-o’-Spain 
when he was first of the Pegasus”. (MID-EL) 
Port-o’-Spain is located in the Caribbean on the island of Trinidad. When Hornblower “sold” 
the story to General Cambronne that Napoleon Bonaparte had died on St Helena, he said 
that he had heard the news two days earlier in Port of Spain. He then headed there going 
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through the Dragon’s Mouth at daybreak to report to the Governor-General where he really 
did learn of Bonaparte’s death in St Helena three weeks’ previously. (HWI-EH) 
 
Potosi:  
Potosi in Bolivia, “for centuries, it was the location of the Spanish colonial silver mint”. The 
mint produced coins called “pieces of eight”. “The silver was taken to the Pacific coast, 
shipped north to Panama City and carried by mule train across the Isthmus of Panama” for 
shipping in the treasure fleets to Spain. See also under Panama. (HAP) 
 
Puerto Cabello: 
Puerto Cabello is a port town in Venezuela on the Caribbean Sea and is located to the north 
of Carabobo. The roadstead there provided a brief anchorage for Hornblower’s flagship, 
Clorinda.  In 1821, Bolivar and the Republican forces were marching on this town from 
Carabobo where a battle was going to be fought. This location is shown in Map 30 in “The 
Hornblower Companion”. (HWI-GC)  
 
Puerto Rico:  
While Hornblower was patrolling the Caribbean Sea in HMS Corinda (Captain Fell), intent on 
suppressing the trade in slaves, he chose the coast of Puerto Rico as the place most likely to 
come across Spanish slave ships. Apparently, they were trying “to run every cargo they can 
before the (anti-slavery) convention’s signed”. On arrival in its capital, San Juan, the Captain-
General of the Spanish dominion of Puerto Rico received Hornblower at La Fortaleza, the 
Palace of Santa Catalina. This gentleman informed Hornblower that he had come across him 
before when he was “a major of migueletes under Claros at the time of the attack on 
Rosas”. This was a reference to a stage in Hornblower’s career in 1810 and covered by his 
biographer in “A Ship of the Line”. 
See also under San Domingo. (HWI-HU) 
 
Rio de Janeiro: See under Havana. (HWI-EH) 
 
River Plate: 
In the early 1800’s, the British government had unsuccessfully tried to start a rebellion in 
the Spanish American colonies including on the River Plate. (HAP) 
 
Rock Fort: See under Kingston, Jamaica. (LTH) 
 
Saba: 
This is a Dutch Caribbean island in the northern Leeward Islands, lying north west of St 
Eustatius. Oddly, Captain Cogshill, the new commander of HMS Renown, referred to this 
territory when offering a drink of “Swedish schnapps”. See under St Eustatius. (LTH) 
 
Salt Pond Hill: See under Kingston, Jamaica. (LTH) 
 
Samana Bay (also Cape or the Gulf of Samana): 
Maps 8 and 9 in “The Hornblower Companion” provide a very useful presentation of the 
events of the Renown’s grounding and the subsequent landing by some 180 men from the 
ship, led by Bush, and the attack on the Spanish fort on the Samana Peninsula. The fort had 
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damaged the Renown by firing red-hot shot at her as she ran aground in the Bay. Also 
shown on Map 8 is the position of the Mona Passage through which the Renown later sailed 
on her way to Kingston, Jamaica. Samana Bay provided a well-positioned anchorage from 
which privateers could attack West Indian convoys sailing through the Mona Passage. See 
under Santo Domingo. (LTH) 
 
San Cristobal: 
San Cristobal was a fortress guarding the port of San Juan in Puerto Rico. See under San Juan 
and Morro Castle. (HWI-SS) 
 
San Juan Point: 
This is a lee shore on the coast of Venezuela situated to the west of Puerto Cabello. 
“Batteries of field artillery” brought ashore by the Republicans could be taken to the 
insurgent army for its march on Carabobo and Puerto Cabello. See also under Venezuela. 
(HWI-GC)  
 
San Juan (de Puerto Rico): 
Hornblower correctly identified the location for an anti-slavery patrol by HMS Clorinda to 
the “windward of San Juan in the full expectation that slave cargoes would be hurrying 
here”. It was in this area that he intercepted the fast Spanish slaver, “Estrella del Sur –the 
Star of the South”, bound for San Juan. The race that followed between the Clorinda and the 
Star of the South was likened to “a race in the Solent”. As he approached the port, 
Hornblower could clearly see that San Juan was strongly defended with many gun batteries 
at the entrance with Morro Castle and another fortress, San Cristobal. See also under Puerto 
Rico. Map 30 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the location of the incident described 
in this chapter of Hornblower’s time in the West Indies. (HWI-SS) 
San Juan was the port where the Hornblower and Lady Barbara were eventually taken after 
being rescued from the crippled Pretty Jane following a catastrophic hurricane. Their 
rescuers were fishermen from this port. (HWI-HU) 
 
San Juan River: 
This river is in Nicaragua. See under Fonseca. Nelson, as a young captain, “had nearly lost his 
life in command of an expedition” up this river. (HAP) 
 
San Salvador: 
San Salvador, or the city of the Holy Saviour, is the capital city of El Salvador. Like other 
cities in that country including La Libertad, it suffered the attentions of the rebel, El 
Supremo, and his army as they attacked Spanish held territory in Central America. See under 
La Libertad and El Salvador. San Salvador was where the Spanish later hung Hernandez, one 
of El Supremo’s senior lieutenants.  (HAP) 
The two French castaways that HMS Sutherland rescued in the Mediterranean seemed to 
Hornblower to be “like the Indians of San Salvador” in their appearance. (OMT-CO)   
 
Santa Catalina Palace: 
This was the official residence in San Juan de Puerto Rico of the Spanish Governor and his 
wife. Also known as La Fortaleza, this was where Hornblower was received officially by the 
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Captain-General of Puerto Rico after he and HMS Clorinda had chased into San Juan the 
Spanish slaver, Star of the South. See under Fortaleza and Puerto Rico. (HWI-SS) 
Hornblower and Lady Barbara were taken there to be received by the Governor following 
their rescue at sea from the severely hurricane damaged Pretty Jane. “Here in Puerto Rico 
was to be found all the magnificence and ceremonial of the court of Spain”.  (HWI-HU)  
 
Santiago:  A port on the south coast of Cuba. (LTH) 
 
Santo or San Domingo: (today’s Dominican Republic and Haiti) 
Santo Domingo was on the east side of the Caribbean island of Hispaniola with Haiti (or 
Hayti) on the western side. In 1800, it was a Spanish territory “with a complicated political 
situation”. In the west in Haiti, the slaves under Toussaint L’Ouverture were in revolt while 
the French and Spanish “contended for the mastery” of the island. The slave rebellion had 
hemmed the Spanish in at the eastern end of the island. HMS Renown was in action in 
Samana Bay and Scotchman’s Bay on this island. See under Samana. (LTH)  
See also under St Helena. (HWI-EH) 
When the severely disabled packet, Pretty Jane, was drifting in the Caribbean after suffering 
extremely heavy damage in a hurricane, Hornblower wondered whether, with the 
considerable leeway she was making, she might end up being thrown ashore in San 
Domingo or Puerto Rico. (HWI-HU)  
 
Savana: 
This is a town on the south side of Samana Bay. See under Samana. Beyond the town and 
further up the Bay were anchored the four Spanish privateers that the crew of the Renown 
were intending to destroy. (LTH) 
 
Savannalamur: 
This is a coastal town in Jamaica near where the Clorinda had trapped the pirate sloop, 
Blossom, and from where at the mouth of the Sweet River the survivors of her crew had fled 
into the mangrove swamps. (HWI-BP) 
 
Scotchman’s Bay: 
Scotchman’s Bay (in Spanish, the Bahia de Escocesa) was where HMS Renown first arrived 
off the coast of Santo Domingo. See under Santo Domingo. The landing by a force of men 
from the Renown in order to attack the fort on the Samana Peninsula took place at 
Scotchman’s Bay. Map 9 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the location of this bay 
relative to Samana Bay. (LTH) 
 
Sierra Leone: See reference under St Helena. (HAP) 
 
Silver Bank Passage: See under Fort Augusta. (HWI-HU) 
 
Sint (St) Eustatius: 
This is a Dutch Caribbean island in the northern Leeward Islands. In Napoleonic times, the 
British and French had seized it on different occasions. The new captain of the Renown, 
Captain Cogshill, referred to the island when offering a drink of “Dutch Geneva” that had 
been acquired “after we took St Eustatius”. See also under Saba and Curacao. (LTH) 
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Slave Coast: See under West Coast of Africa. (MID-PF) 
 
South Cay: In Jamaica, see under Fort Augusta. (HWI-HU) 
 
South Sea: 
Hornblower was aware that naval seamen used their precious rum rations for all kinds of 
speculations, gambling, buying, selling and exchanging, all which “made the South Sea 
Bubble seem small by comparison”. (ATR) 
After Hornblower and HMS Lydia had rounded Cape Horn, he realised that he was in the 
South Sea “with no other king’s ship within two thousand miles of them” and “with the 
capture of the Natividad he was lord of the South Sea”. However, a Spanish official later 
informed him that “the South Sea is the property of His Most Catholic Majesty, who will 
tolerate no intruder upon it”. “To the Spaniards in Madrid the Lydia’s presence in the Pacific 
hinted at the coming of a flood of British traders and much else besides”. (HAP) 
When Hornblower was trying to find seamen for HMS Sutherland by the use of a 
recruitment leaflet, it was mentioned that his previous ship, HMS Lydia, had just returned 
from a ”Cruize in the South Sea”.  The Lydia had sailed round the Horn and into the Pacific. 
Captain Bolton later remarked to Hornblower that he knew he could speak Spanish because 
he had experience of dealing with them in the South Sea. (SOL) 
 
Southern Cross: 
As the Lydia crept further south along the Pacific coast of South America, “every midnight 
showed the Southern Cross higher in the night sky”. (HAP) 
 
Spendlove’s Leap: 
When Hornblower returned to the bottom of the cliff from which Spendlove had leapt to his 
freedom, he jokingly named it “Spendlove’s Leap”. See also under Montego Bay.  (HWI-BP) 
 
St Helena: 
Once Hornblower and HMS Lydia had rounded the Horn on their return to England from the 
Pacific coast of Central America, St Helena was one of the locations where he could stop to 
replenish stores if necessary. Alternatively, he also considered Sierra Leone or Gibraltar for 
the same purpose. When the Lydia eventually reached St Helena, “the steep green slopes of 
St Helena”, Hornblower found a very busy roadstead of shipping all waiting to sail north to 
England in convoy. It was in this port that Lady Barbara moved from the Lydia to the greater 
comfort of an East Indiaman, the Hanbury Castle.  (HAP) 
At the time when Hornblower had returned to the Loire and the Chateau de Gracay in the 
spring of 1815, Bonaparte was being held on the island of Elba in the Mediterranean. The 
Count presciently remarked to Hornblower that he thought he was still too dangerous and 
that “he should be transferred to a safer place – your island of St Helena in the South 
Atlantic”. (LDH)  
St Helena is an island in the South Atlantic and in 1821 it was where Napoleon Bonaparte 
had been exiled for some six years “in one of the loneliest islands in the world” after the 
Battle of Waterloo. He died there on 5th May that year. Before Hornblower deduced that the 
American privateer, Daring, carrying some five hundred of Napoleon’s “Old Guard”, was 
heading to St Helena, he had first wondered if the ship’s destination was either Santo 
Domingo and Haiti or Cartagena in Colombia. Once he did realise that the Daring was sailing 
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from Corpus Christi across the Caribbean Sea and out into the Atlantic and towards St 
Helena, he diverted immediately in the Crab to intercept the ship in the Tobago Channel. 
The Daring’s route would have taken her through the Yucatan Channel and past Cape San 
Antonio and then Grand Cayman, nearing Pedro Bank with Jamaica “a scant hundred miles 
to windward of them”. “The mountains of Haiti” and Beata Point would also have been 
sighted and then Grenada before eventually passing “through the chain of the Antilles” and 
out into the Atlantic. Before that, Hornblower estimated that the Daring would “round 
Galera Point, the northernmost extremity of Trinidad” but probably go through the Tobago 
Channel. Map 30 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the track of HMS Crab as she 
successfully attempted to intercept the Daring. (HWI-EH) 
 
St Lawrence: Situated on the eastern seaboard of Canada, see mention under Ushant. (HOT) 
 
Sweet River: See under Savannalamur. (HWI-BP) 
 
Tehuantepec (or Gulf of): 
The stormy Gulf of Tehuantepec on the Pacific coast was another place where Hornblower 
continued his search for the Natividad. Tehuantepec is now a city in modern-day Mexico. 
(HAP) 
 
Texas: 
In 1821, when Hornblower paid an official visit to New Orleans, Texas was still a Mexican 
province adjacent to the US State of Louisiana. (HWI-EH) 
 
Tobago (and Tobago Channel): 
Hornblower correctly identified the Tobago Channel as the most likely route that the 
American privateer, Daring, would take to leave the Caribbean Sea to get into the Atlantic 
on her voyage to St Helena. See also under St Helena. (HWI-EH) 
 
Trinidad: 
At a dinner in Jamaica, Hornblower was served a “West Indian Pepper Pot”, said to be “not 
as good as one finds in Trinidad”. (LTH) 
While at a dinner in Riga, Hornblower again referred to “grilled flying fish and Trinidad 
pepper pot”. (COM) 
Hornblower arrived in Trinidad at the capital, Port of Spain, where he learned from the 
Governor-General of the death of Napoleon. Trinidad was at the end of Hornblower’s race 
across the Caribbean Sea from New Orleans in pursuit of the American privateer, Daring.  
(HWI-EH) 
 
Turks Island: See under Fort Augusta. (HWI-HU) 
 
United States of America: 
“Estados Unidos”, or the United States, was the flag pointed out to Hornblower as he and 
HMS Hotspur entered Cadiz harbour in September 1804. The flag was flying on the USS 
Constitution, Commodore Preble’s ship. At the time, “the Americans were fighting a war of 
their own, at Tripoli far up the Mediterranean”. (HOT) 
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In 1811, when Hornblower rowed into the port of Nantes, a town that was suffering from a 
rigorous British naval blockade, he noticed some American ships, their “Stars and Stripes 
fluttering jauntily”. They had been able to land their cargoes freely because of the USA’s 
neutrality in the war between British and France. (FLY) 
See under New York. (OMT-HM) 
While Hornblower was on an official visit to New Orleans in 1821, the British Consul-General 
warned him not to cause any trouble with ships flying an American flag. In 1812, nine years 
previously, the USA had gone to war with Britain “over matters very similar”. See also under 
New Orleans and Washington. (HWI-EH) 
An early reference to the Monroe Doctrine was made in a letter to Hornblower in the West 
Indies from Lady Barbara. From her gossiping in London with other well placed ladies, she 
had heard that the British Government was considering declaring that military intervention 
in Spanish America would not be permitted. Apparently, in the USA, President Monroe was 
said to be planning the declaration of a similar doctrine. (HWI-GC)  
 
Van Dieman’s Land:  
This was the earlier name of Tasmania that was changed from Van Dieman’s Land in 1856. 
See mention under Botany Bay and Isthmus. (HAP) 
 
Venezuela: 
While sailing through the Caribbean in 1821 on the way to the Tobago Channel, Hornblower 
on HMS Crab sighted “a Spanish frigate heading for the Venezuelan coast, presumably to 
deal with the insurgents”. See also under Curacao. (HWI-EH) 
In 1821, when Hornblower was Commander-in-Chief in the West Indies, the Spanish 
Dominion of Venezuela and its capital, Caracas, was under attack from the rebel forces of 
Bolivar in a desperate civil war for independence. “War and pestilence were laying waste 
the fertile plains and depopulating the crowded cities”. In Maracaibo, a city in the north 
west of the country, an uprising had started which was to lead eventually to the full 
independence of Venezuela in 1823. The port of La Guaira was also mentioned because of 
its importance as the “gateway to Caracas”. As long as it remained under Spanish control, 
the capital would still be held. The millionaire Bradford factory owner, Charles Ramsbottom, 
told Hornblower that “Venezuela was my mother’s country”. At the time, Hornblower did 
not realise the significance of that statement. Ramsbottom was in fact sailing to the coast of 
Venezuela to assist in the independence struggle by instituting a blockade of the mainland 
and the neighbouring Dutch island colonies of Curacao, Aruba and Bonaire. The blockade 
was intended to stretch from Cartagena to the Dragon’s Mouth. Ramsbottom in his ship, 
Bride of Abydos, captured “the guns of Carabobo” from the Dutch supply ship, Helmond. 
These guns were later said to have made a material difference to the outcome of the battle 
and success for the rebels. Map 30 in “The Hornblower Companion” shows the location of 
the various places named above. (HWI-GC)  
See under Mexico. (HWI-HU) 
 
Virginia:  
Hornblower was evidently a smoker and his long voyage from Portsmouth, round the Horn 
and then up the Pacific coast to Nicaragua, had led to his running out of tobacco. So too had 
his crew who smoked “Virginia pigtail twist”. Consequently, one of his requests for supplies 
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from El Supremo’s staff was for “as many cigars as will be convenient to you”. In 1809, 
Virginia, a US State, was where the desired “pigtail twist” was grown. (HAP) 
 
Washington: 
The capital of the USA but see the reference under Central America. (HWI-EH) 
 
West Coast of Africa:  
The captain of the slave ship, Pique, described this area to Hornblower as an “unhealthy 
spot” for slave trading. See also under Haiti. (MID-PF) 
The British Consul-General in New Orleans mentioned the Slave Coast of West Africa in a 
discussion with Hornblower. At the time, it was still a major source of slaves. See also under 
Havana. (HWI-EH) 
 
West Indies: (see also under Caribbean) 
In 1794, Hornblower waited with other naval officers to catch and press into service seamen 
from the ships of the West India convoy when they returned to England. See under the 
Lamb Inn in Portsmouth. (MID-EC) 
When Hornblower and Bush first met on HMS Renown, they discussed the West Indies, 
where the ship was due to sail. “Yellow fever. Ague. Hurricanes. Poisonous serpents. Bad 
weather. Tropical heat. Putrid fever. And ten times more chances of action than with the 
Channel fleet”. (LTH) 
Admiral Cornwallis observed to Hornblower that because “Boney” had “sent the best of his 
ships and crews to the West Indies last year”, he was going to have a greater problem in 
manning his fleet. Hornblower’s task was to go to sea in the Hotspur and to report on the 
situation in Brest. The timing of this statement was in April 1803 and the ending of the 
peace brought about by the Treaty of Amiens. See under Brest. See also mention under 
Ushant. (HOT) 
In 1805, the French Fleet under Villeneuve had broken out of the Mediterranean and had 
sailed to the West Indies, pursued by Nelson. The French fleet evaded Nelson and then 
sailed back to France to be met at Finisterre by Admiral Calder who failed to engage the 
enemy with any effectiveness. See also under Finisterre. (CRS) 
On leaving Westminster Abbey for an urgent meeting with Admiral Lord St Vincent, 
Hornblower watched his Admiral call for his coach “in a bellow that had hailed the maintop 
in West Indian hurricanes”. (LDH) 
When Hornblower was trying to find enough seamen for his new command, HMS 
Sutherland, he was waiting for the arrival of the “West India convoy” in order to get a share 
of the men pressed from these ships for service on Royal Navy ships. (SOL) 
In 1821, Hornblower, by now a Rear Admiral, began what was to be a three-year 
appointment as “Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels in the West 
Indies”. His base in the Caribbean was in Kingston, Jamaica. Map 30 in “The Hornblower 
Companion” shows the area of his major activities in the West Indies. (HWI-EH) (HWI-SS) 
(HWI-BP) (HWI-GC) (HWI-HU) 
 
Whydah: 
This was mentioned as the place on the slave coast of West Africa where “trade goods” 
could be exchanged for slaves. It is now a city on the coast of modern day Benin. See under 
Havana. (HWI-EH) 
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Willemstadt: 
Willemstadt is the capital city of Curacao. When Hornblower freed the transport ship, 
Helmond, from Venezuelan insurgents, he told the newly liberated master of the ship that 
he was now free to sail back to Curacao and its capital so that “tomorrow night you can 
anchor in Willemstadt”. (HWI-GC) 
 
Windward Channel: 
Charles Ramsbottom, the owner of the Bride of Abydos, said that he was about to “beat 
back through the Windward Channel” in order to see “something of the Bahamas”. This was 
not the truth because the ship was on her way to help the independence movement in 
Venezuela. (HWI-GC) 
See under Fort Augusta. (HWI-HU) 
 
Windward Isles: 
When Hornblower presented to Rear-Admiral Foster the documents he had recovered from 
the overrun French brig, Guepe, one of them was a dispatch to the French Captain General 
of the Windward Isles, and Martinique in particular. (CRS) 
 
Yorktown: 
The Battle of Carabobo was said to be “the Yorktown of the South American war of 
independence”. This victory of Bolivar “so close to Caracas meant the certain collapse of the 
royal cause”. In the same way, the loss of Yorktown by the British led to the end of the 
American War of Independence. (HWI-GC) 
 
Yucatan Channel: 
The Yucatan Channel is the strait between Mexico and Cuba. See under St Helena. (HWI-EH) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Places in alphabetical order by each book: 
Mr Midshipman Hornblower (MID): 
-Bedlam, Dover, Drury Lane, Eddystone, George Inn-Portstmouth, Lamb Inn-Portsmouth, 
Plymouth (and Plymouth Sound), Pompey, Portsmouth, Seven Dials, Spithead, Tyburn, 
Wight (Isle of Wight). 
-Algeciras, Algiers, Atlas Mountains, Barbary States, Bell Ile, Biscay, Blaye, Bordeaux, 
Brittany, Cadiz, Carthagena, Cordouan, Corunna, Devils Teeth, Egypt, Ferrol, Florence, 
Gibraltar (Straits of Gibraltar), Gironde, Gut, Lepanto, Leghorn, Livorno, Lisbon, Marais 
(River Marais), Marroqui, Mole, Muzillac, North Africa, Oran, Paris, Puntales, Quiberon, 
Rennes, Salamis, San Anton, Smyrna, St Dye, St Vincent, Tarifa, Tetuan, Trafalgar, Turkey, 
Ushant, Vannes, Vendee, Vilaine (river and estuary).  
-Calcutta, Port-o’-Spain, San Domingo (Haiti), West Coast of Africa, West Indies. 

The Hand of Destiny (OMT-HD): 
-Biscay, Ferrol. 
 
Lieutenant Hornblower (LTH): 
-Broad Street, Catwater, Chichester, Downs, Fisher’s Nose, Hamoaze, Highbury Street, 
House of Commons, Keppel’s Head, Long Rooms, Plymouth, Seven Dials. 
-Biscay, Brest, Camperdown, Genoa, Grand Harbour, Malta, Miquelet, Portugal. 
-Antigua, Batavia, Cape Beata, Curacao, Dominica, Engano Point, Gun Key, Haiti, Halifax, 
Hispaniola,  Jamaica, Kingston, Liguanea, Manila, Martinique, Mona Passage, Mosquito 
Point, Panama, Port Royal, Rock Fort, Saba, Salt Pond Hill, Samana, Santiago, Santo 
Domingo, Savana, Scotman’s Bay, Sint Eustatius, Trinidad, West Indies. 
 
Hornblower and the Hotspur (HOT): 
-Berry Head, Blackstones, Bolt Head, Brixham, Caerphilly, Casquets, Cawsand Bay, Channel 
(English Channel), Cheshire, Citadel, Driver’s Alley, Foreland, George Inn (Portsmouth), 
Gosport Hard, Guernsey, High Street (Portsmouth), House of Lords, Ireland, Isle of Wight, 
Kent. Lord Hawke Inn (Plymouth), Newstone, Nore, Paignton, Plymouth, Scilly, Southsea, 
Spithead, Start Point, St Thomas a Beckett Church (Portsmouth), Tor Bay, Torquay, Totnes, 
Tower of London, Wensleydale, Windsor Castle. 
-Aber Benoit, Aber Wrack, Amiens, Ar Men, Azores, Baltic, Belgium, Bertheaume Bay, Biscay, 
Black Rock (or Black Stone), Boulogne, Brest, Brittany, Brussels, Cadiz, Camaret, Cape 
Ortega, Cape Roca, Cape St Vincent, Capuchins, Carthage, Cintra, Corbin, Council Rocks, 
Dead Sea, Devils Teeth, Ferrol, Finisterre, Four, Gibraltar, Goulet, Grand Couin, Ile de Sein, 
Iroise, Lagos, Lampoul Bay, Le Conquet, Le Havre, Les Fillettes (or Little Girls), Madeira, 
Marseille, Mediterranean, Mengam, Milan, Molene, North Sea, Ostend, Paris, Parquette, 
Petit Minou, “Pigs and Sows” (Cadiz), Point Matthew, Pointe du Raz, Pollux Reef, Pyrenees, 
Quelern, Raz, Rochefort, Rougaste, Sagres, San Ildefonso, Santa Catalina, Sein, St Malo, 
Toulinguet, Toulon, Tripieds, Tripoli, Ushant.  
-Canada, Cape of Good Hope, Mexico, Peru, St Lawrence, United States of America, West 
Indies. 
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Hornblower and the Crisis (CRS, CRS-WM, CRS-LE): 
-Admiralty, Berry Head, Bow Street, Brixham, Cheapside, Dover, Driver’s Alley, Dublin, 
Hamoaze, Horse Guards Parade, Ireland, Kent, London, Maidstone, Newgate Gaol, North 
Downs, Plymouth,  Portsmouth, Salisbury, Saracen’s Head, Scilly, Smallbridge, Thames 
Valley, Tor Bay, Torquay, Whitehall, White’s, Windsor Castle. 
-Betanzos, Beyrout, Biscay, Black Rock, Boulogne, Bremen, Brest, Brittany, Cadiz, Calais, 
Camperdown, Copenhagen, Denmark, Ferrol, Finisterre (Cape), Gibraltar, Goulet, Lisbon, 
Nile, Paris, Penmarks, Portugal, Rome, Sardinia, Spain, Spanish Biscay, Straits, St Vincent 
(Cape), Toulon, Tuileries, Ushant, Vienna, Villalba. 
-Canada, Cape of Good Hope, East Indies, Madras, Martinique, West Indies, Windward Isles. 
 
 
Hornblower and the Atropos (ATR): 
-Admiralty, Bedlam, Bermondsey, Bishop’s Palace, Blackheath, Brentford, Cotswolds, Court 
of St James, Deal, Deptford, Downs, George Inn Deptford, Gloucester/Gloucestershire, 
Greenwich, Inglesham, Isle of Dogs, Isle of Wight, Kew, Lambeth, Lechlade, London Bridge, 
Mall, Newgate Gaol, Nore, Oxford/Oxfordshire, Portsmouth, Ramsgate, Sapperton Tunnel, 
Somerset House, Southsea, Spithead, Start Point, St Catherine’s Point, St Paul’s, Strand, 
Surrey, Sussex, Thames and Severn Canal, Thames Valley, Tower of London, Tyburn, 
Whitehall, Whitehall Steps. 
-Adalia, Aegean Sea, Alboran, Algeciras, Alicante, Almeria, Artemisia, Atairo, Austerlitz, 
Barbary States, Biscay, Cadiz, Calais, Cape Ada, Cape Angisto, Cape Carbomara, Cape Cope, 
Cape de Gata, Cape Kum, Cape Sari, Cartagena, Charybdis, Concha d’Oro, Constantinople, 
Corfu, Corsica, Crete, Dardanelles, Dunkirk, Egypt, Escombrera, Fettech, Fort Riscoli, Fort St 
Elmo, Gibraltar, Gironde, Grand Harbour Malta, Greece, Gut, Ischia, Italy, Jerusalem, 
Leghorn, Lavant, Mahon, Malaga, Malta, Marmorice Bay, Mediterranean, Menorca, 
Messina, Monreale, Monte Pellegrino, Motril, Naples, Netherlands, Oporto, Palermo, Palos 
Point, Passage Island, Red Cliff Point, Rhodes, Rhodes Channel, Rock, Sardinia, Scylla and 
Charybdis, Seitz-Bunau, Seven Capes, Seven Islands, Sierra de Ronde, Sicily, Spain, Syria, 
Toulon, Trafalgar, Turkey, Valletta, Zaffarano. 
-Barbados, Bengal, Brazil, Cape of Good Hope, Ceylon, Coromandel Coast, Cuddalore, 
Greenland, India, Jaffra, South Sea.    
 
 
The Happy Return (HAP): 
- Channel (English Channel), Dublin, Liverpool, London, Portsmouth, Southsea. 
- Algeria, Andalusia, Azores, Biscay, Cadiz,  Cape Spartel, Castile, Gibraltar, Lisbon, Madrid, 
Portugal, Trafalgar, Vimeiro. 
- Acapulco, Africa, Antipodes, Assaye, Bombay, Botany Bay, Cape Horn (the Horn), Cape 
Mala, Cape of Good Hope, Central America, Champerico, Coiba Island, Conchaquita Island, 
Darien, El Salvador, Estero Real, Fonseca, Havana, India, Isthmus, La Libertad, Leeward 
Islands, Madras, Managua, Manguera Island, Manila, Moluccas, New Grenada, Nicaragua, 
Pacific Ocean, Pearl Islands, Peru, Philippines, Porto Bello, Potosi, River Plate, San Juan 
River, San Salvador, Sierra Leone, South Sea, Southern Cross, St Helena, Tehuantepec, Van 
Dieman’s Land, Virginia. 
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A Ship of the Line (SOL): 
-Angel, Bedlam, Bull Point, Camborne, Cawsand Bay, Cremyll, Devil’s Point, Devon 
(Devonshire), Dockyard Point, Drake’s Island, Eddystone, England (English), Halfpenny Gate 
Bridge, Hamoaze, Mount Edgcumbe, Newgate Gaol, Nore, Parliament, Picklecomb Point, 
Plymouth (Plymouth Sound), Redruth, Romney Marsh, Rye, Southsea, Staddon Heights, St 
Ives, Stonehouse Pool. 
-Aignes-Morte, Adriatic, Algeciras, Andalusia, Antwerp, Arens de Mar, Barcelona, Basque 
Roads, Brest, Cadiz, Cape Bugar, Cape Cerbera, Cape Creux, Castellon, Catalonia, Cette 
(Sete), Corsica, Etang de Thau, Etang de Vic, Ferrol, Figueres, Flushing, Fort Trinidad, Genoa, 
Germany, Gerona, Gibraltar, Gulf of Lions, Hamburg, Ibiza, Ionian Islands, Italy, Lisbon, 
Llanza (Llanca), Lombardy, Mahon, Maida, Malgret, Marseille, Mediterranean, Menorca, 
Mount Canigou, North Africa, Olot, Palamos Point, Paris, Peninsula, Poland, Port Mahon, 
Port Vendres, Pyrenees, Rhone Valley, Rosas, Selva del Mar, Sicily, Switzerland, Tagus, 
Tarifa, Tarragona, Texel, Tordera, Toulon, Trafalgar, Trieste, Tuileries, Ushant, Venice. 
- Cape of Good Hope, China, India, Mauritius, Pacific, Panama, South Sea, West Indies. 
 
Hornblower’s Charitable Offering (OMT-CO): 
-Woolwich. 
-Balearic Islands, Baylen, Cabrera, Catalonia, Levant, Peninsula, Valencia. 
-San Salvador. 
 
Flying Colours (FLY): 
-Albion, Andover, Bond Street, Chancery Lane, Devil’s Punch Bowl, Downing Street, England, 
Fladong’s, Guildford, Horndean, Isle of Wight, London, Pall Mall, Petersfield, Plymouth, 
Portsmouth, (The) Portsmouth Road, Putney, Southsea, Spithead, St Thomas a Beckett, War 
Office, Whitehall, Wight. 
-Algeciras, Allier, Almeida, Amsterdam, Aspern, Austerlitz, Baltic, Barcelona, Basque Roads, 
Beziers, Biscay, Bourgneuf, Briare, Brest, Cape Creux, Carthage, Catalonia, Cerbere, 
Cevennes, Chateau de Gracay, Cintra, Clermont Ferrand, Corsica, Crete, Ferrol, Gerona, 
Gibraltar, Hamburg, Holland, Issoire, Jura, Leghorn, Llanza, Loire (in descending order: 
Briare, Gien, Sully, Chateau-Neuf-sur-Loire, Jargeau, Orleans, Bourgneuf, Blois, Chaumont, 
Amboise, Tours, Langeais, Vienne, Saumur, Les Ponts de Ce, Maine, Angers, Paimboeuf), 
Lubeck, Malta, Mediterranean, Midi, Montjuich, Moulins, Mount Canigou, Navarre, 
Netherlands, Nevers, Noirmoutier, Orleans, Paimboeuf, Paris, Peninsula, Perpignan, 
Portugal, Pouilly, Pyrenees, Rhone Valley, Rome, Rosas, Russia, Saint Nazaire, Sicily, Sigean, 
St Vincent, Toulon Trafalgar, Tuileries, Turkey, Ushant, Vincennes, Zaragoza. 
-India, Panama, United States of America. 
 
The Commodore (COM): 
-Admiralty, Bond Street, Cheddar, Coach and Horses Inn Smallbridge, Deal, Dogger Bank, 
Downing Street, Downs (The), Downs (North and South), Exmoor, Golden Cross London, 
Goodwins, Hampton Court, Ireland, Leith Roads, London, Mansion House, Norfolk, 
Smallbridge, Stilton, Upper Deal, Wandsworth, Whitehall, Wimbledon Common. 
-Adlergrund, Alsace, Amager, Amsterdam, Austerlitz, Austria, Badajoz, Baltic, Bavaria, Belt 
(The), Beresina, Berlin, Bodden, Bornholm, Bothnia, Brest, Cape Arcona, Cape Kullen, Ciudad 
Rodrigo, Copenhagen, Corsica, Courland, Danube, Danzig, Dardanelles, Daugavgriva, 
Denmark, Dresden, Dwina, Dwina Maude, Elbing, Estonia, Falsterbo, Ferrol, Finland, Frisches 
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Haff, Germany, Gibraltar, Hamburg, Hellespont, Helsingborg, Hiddensoe, Hoghland, Holland, 
Hven, Kattegat, Kiel, Kolberg, Konigsberg, Kronstadt, Langeland, Lavansaari, Lettish, 
Lithuania, Livonia, Madrid, Malo-Jaroslavetz, Mediterranean, Memel, Mitau, Moscow, 
Naissaar, Naples, Nehrung, Netherlands, Nieman, North Cape, Norway, Oder, Oesel, 
Oranienbaum, Paris, Persia, Peterhof, Pillau, Pitraga Cape, Poland, Polotsk, Pomerania, 
Portugal, Prague, Pregel, Prussia, Ragusa, Reval, Rhine, Riga, Ritterhaus, Rosas, Rugen, 
Russia, Salamanca, Saltholm, Sardinia, Saxony, Seven Islands, Siberia, Sicily, Skaw, Smolensk, 
Sound (The), Spain, Stettin, Stockholm, Stralsund, St Petersburg, Stubbenkammer, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Tallinn, Tarentum, Tauride Hall, Tilsit, Toulon, Trafalgar, Trieste, Tsarkoe Selo, 
Turkey, Vistula, Vitebsk, Warsaw, Westphalia, Wurttemberg. 
- Cape (of Good Hope), Central America, East Indies, Horn (Cape), India, Jamaica, Java, 
Pacific, Panama, Trinidad, 
 
 
Hornblower and His Majesty (OMT-HM): 
-Beachy Head, Channel, Newhaven, Seven Sisters, Shoreham. 
-Biscay. 
-Battery, Boston, Narrows, New England, New York, Philadelphia. 
 

Lord Hornblower (LDH): 
-Admiralty, Bembridge, Bond Street, Downing Street, Downs (North and South), Guildford, 
Holyrood, Nore, Printing House Square, Smallbridge, Southsea, Spithead, Westminster 
Abbey, Whitehall. 
-Allier, Antifer, Aspern, Auerstedt, Austerlitz, Austria, Auvergne, Baltic, Biscay, Bolbec, 
Bourges, Briare, Brussels, Caen, Camperdown, Cape de la Heve, Caudebec, Champagne, 
Charybdis, Chateau de Gracay, Cherbourg, Cotentin Coast, Croatia, Denmark, Elba, Fleurus, 
Fontenoys, Gascony, Harbour-Grace, Harfleur, Honfleur, Hungary, Jena, La Rochelle, Le 
Havre, Leipzig, Ligny, Lille, Lillebonne, Loire, Marangos, Midi, Montargis, Murros Bay, 
Netherlands, Nevers, Nile, Nivernais, Normandy, Paris, Prussia, Pyrenees, Quatre Bras, 
Quilleboeuf, Rhine, Riga, Rouen, Rouen Gate, Runes, Russia, Sablons, Scylla, Seine (Bay and 
River), Soissons, Steinkerks, St Vincent (Cape), Ste Adresse, Sweden, Tenerife, Toulon, 
Toulouse,Tourneville, Trafalgar, Tuileries, Ushant, Vendee, Versailles, Vienna, Waterloo. 
-Calcutta, Coiba Island, St Helena, West Indies.   
 

Hornblower in the West Indies (HWI): 
-Bradford, Britain (British Isles), Seven Dials, Smallbridge, Solent, Tyneside. 
-Austerlitz, Bordeaux, Elba, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, Portugal, Rosas, Waterloo. 
-Admiralty House, Andes, Antilles, Aruba, Bahamas, Baton Rouge, Beata Point, Belize, Blue 
Mountains, Bonaire, Botany Bay, Brazil, Caicos Passage, Cambridge, Cape San Antonio, 
Carabobo, Caracas, Caribbean, Cartagena, Central America, Cockpit Country, Colombia, 
Corpus Christie, Cuba, Curacoa, Dragon’s Mouth, Drunken Cay, Florida, Fort Augusta, Fort St 
Philip, Fortaleza, Galera Point, Grand Cay, Grand Cayman, Grenada, Gulf Coast, Haiti (Hayti), 
Havana, Hope River, Ipswich, Jamaica, Kingston, La Guaira, Leeward Islands, Louisiana, 
Mandeville, Maracaibo, Mexico, Montego Bay, Morant Bay, Morro Castle, Mouchoir, Negril 
Point, New Grenada, New Orleans, Old Bahama Channel, Pedro Bank, Point Maysi, Portland 
Point, Port-o’-Spain, Puerto Cabello, Puerto Rico, Rio de Janeiro, San Cristobal, San 
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Domingo, San Juan de Puerto Rico, San Juan Point, Santa Catalina Palace, Savannalamur,  
Silver Bank Passage, Slave Coast, South Cay, Spendlove’s Leap, St Helena, Sweet River, 
Texas, Tobago (Tobago Channel), Trinidad, Turks Island, United States of America, 
Venezuela, Washington, West Indies, Whydah, Willemstadt, Windward Channel, Yorktown, 
Yucatan Channel,  
 
 
The Hornblower Companion (CPN): 
-George Inn, Portsmouth. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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