
1 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

covering the years 2020, 2021 and 2022 
 

in 
 

Barcelona and Roses (Rosas), Spain 

16 – 19 September 2022  

  
 
 

 
 

The gates of the fort of Roses through which the coach passed with Hornblower, Bush and Brown as 
passengers on their way to France, with the ramparts of Vincennes planned as final destination ……. 
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PROGRAM 

 
 

FRIDAY 16 September 2022 
 

 

Hotel Oriente ( www.atiramhotels.com ), just opposite of the Plaça Reial in 
downtown Barcelona, is recommended. Members will book individually, which will 
make it easier for those who wish to come earlier. See last page for details.  

 
About 15:30  The chairman will be sitting in the Plaça Reial on a table in front of one of the 

cafes. Let´s have a little something there to recover from the “fatigues of the 
journey” (You remember this one?).  

 
17:00 Museu Marítim de Barcelona (  www.mmb.cat/en ) 
 

We meet at the gates of the museum in easy walking distance from the Plaça 
Reial. Inside we will visit the galley Real, a complete reconstruction of a 16th-
century warship. In order to “get into the groove” we will re-enact – with roles 
assigned to willing members – the attack of Hornblower on the galley in the 
straits of Gibraltar in “Midshipman Hornblower”, the first time our hero acts on 
his own. 

 
 
 

 
 

The “Real”, flagship of the Holy League fleet during 
the battle with the Ottoman fleet at Lepanto. 

 
 

Thereafter      … we will walk for dinner over the moveable pedestrian bridge into the Rambla 
de Mar, a civic quarter on the harbor front. From the Alrouche Restaurant we will 
have a nice view (on some oligarch yachts) and over the harbor and city of Barcelona. 

   

http://www.atiramhotels.com/
http://www.mmb.cat/en
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SATURDAY 17 September 
 
 

9:10               We take the AVE speed train departing at the Barcelona-Sants train station 
and travel in 55 minutes to Figueres Vilafant, 18 km from Roses. A bus will take 
us to the... 

 
Hotel Terraza ( www.hotelterraza.com ) in Roses. Booking procedure as in 
Barcelona. 

 

 
 

 
 

Roses on the Costa Brava, view from the rooftop of the Hotel Terraza. 
 

 
 

12:30 Light lunch and coffee at the hotel 
 
Thereafter Formal AGM affairs 

 

• Welcome and Chairman’s report 

• Webmaster’s report: Nicolas Grigorellis 

• Editor’s report: John Maunder 

• Treasurer’s report: Sue Napier 

• Election of officers: orchestrated by John Roberts 
 
Thereafter     - TBD - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hotelterraza.com/
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Thereafter… three presentations: 
 

• TBD 
 

• “Horatio Hornblower’s Dangerous and Violent Career”: John Maunder 
 

• “When Hornblower Broke the Rules”: Ron Meister 
 
Thereafter…   we will have a short walk to the citadel of Roses and will climb up to the ram- 

parts, from where Hornblower observed the nightly destruction of the French 
fleet through his “nemesis” Admiral Leighton. Reading from the book of the 
respective chapter. 

 

 
 

Roses: Citadel (Centre left) and Castle de la Trinidad (bottom right) 
 
Warning!        There is not much left of the Citadel today besides what can be seen on the 

front page but there is only the British navy to blame as Captain Thomas 
Cochrane, who is seen by many as the model for Hornblower, blew up the place 
in 1808 ( https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Roses_(1808) ). Quite proba-
bly, Forester got his inspiration for the book from reading the respective re- 
ports in the Naval Chronicle. 
 
In the courtyard of the fortification: Re-enactment of the departure of Horn- 
blower, Bush and Brown under the command of Colonel Caillard from Flying 
Colours with roles assigned to willing members. As Colonel Caillard, we have 
already Nicolas Grigorellis. 

 
Walk back to the hotel. 

 

18:30 Drinks on the terrace of the Terraza 

 
20:30 Dinner in the hotel (Best food I found in Roses, actually it was quite good) 
 

During dinner: A quiz orchestrated by our editor John Maunder with 15 
questions on the works of C S Forester in order to check how well we are 
acquainted with his works – and this time, as we are the C S Forester and not 
the Horatio Hornblower Society, questions only on non-Hornblower books.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Roses_(1808)
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SUNDAY 18 September  
 

 
09:30              By bus we travel 18 km over mountainous roads from Roses to Port de la Selva 

(formerly Silva de Mar), the same route Hornblower’s men dragged ten of the 
Sutherlands 24 pounders in the opposite direction for the siege of Roses. There 
will be a halt for a surprise location… 

 

 
 

The original mule path from Silva de Mar to Rosas. A couple of more steps and we will experience 
a dramatic view of ???? A tense exchange of words will follow …. Have your hiking boots ready 

and a water bottle; approx. 500 meters will have to be marched uphill. 
 
 
 

Thereafter      Lunch at the Restaurant dels Pins, quite literally “under the pine trees”, still in 
the mountains and a short distance away from Port de la Selva. It will be pleas- 
ant for our eyes under the shade after all that looking out into the sea. 

 
Thereafter      Visit of Port de la Selva and – a little up-coast – Llançà, where Lieutenant Bush 

stormed and blew up the battery and the Nonsuch captured some prizes. Today 
both places are typical tourist towns of medium charm only, but they are more 
or less on the way. Return to Roses. 

 
Dinner Participants will make their own arrangements. 
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Monday 19 September  
 
 
09:30 By bus along the cost to Punta Falconera (approx. 5 km). 
 

 

 
 

Punta Falconera with Cap de Creus in the far distance in the left picture and 
the Castle de la Trinidad-mountain with Roses behind in the right picture 

 
 

On Site Two presentations by Lt-Cdr Ken Napier and Capt. John Roberts in full view of 
the original theatre: 

 
• “The seamanship and decisions taken when HMS Sutherland rescued 

the dismasted HMS Pluto”. 
 

• “Outline of the strategic situation facing the squadron of Admiral 
Leighton in sight of four enemy battle ships plus ensuing battle lead- 
ing to the destruction of HMS Sutherland”. 

 
Thereafter…   the bus will take us back to the hotel. 

 
Thereafter “Last lunch” and farewell address by the Chairman, end of our AGM. 

 
Members, who have arrived by car, depart on their own, members who arrived 
by train, board the bus for the … 

 
14:55 Ave Express train from Figueres Vilafant to Barcelona-Sants (55 minutes) 
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COST SHARING 

 
Calculated by Ludwig Heuse in May 2022 assuming 20 paying participants. 

 
For your information: Right now, tourism-related services in Europe are partially not available, 
prices for hotels, buses, air fares fluctuate heavily, and the general price level has increased 
substantially since last summer. Booking hotels for September is insecure, one day rooms are 
available and on other days they are not or through other channels only. I recommend not to 
procrastinate the hotel-booking. 
 

1. Outlays of the Soc to be cost shared with participants    
€/person 

a. Friday Museu Marítim (promised free entry) 
b. Friday evening dinner (food/wine/soft drinks)      45 
c. Saturday bus from Figueres Vilafant to Roses      10 
d. Meeting room at hotel         15 
e. Saturday noon light lunch (snacks/tappas/wine/s. d./coffee)    25  
f. Saturday entry to the  citadel           5 
g. Saturday afternoon drinks on terrace        15 
h. Saturday evening dinner (food/wine/soft drinks)      45 
i. Sunday bus to Port de la Selva et. al.        25 
j. Sunday lunch at Restaurant dels Pins (paella/wine/s. d./coffee)    25 
k. Monday bus to Punta Falconera             10 
l. Monday “last lunch” (snacks/tappas/wine/s. d./coffee)     25 
m. Monday bus to Figueres V. train station       10 

Total          255 

+ contingency/tips etc. 15 %         40 

 

Total amount of cost sharing/participant    €   295 

  

2. Payment 
 

Participants are requested to pay their cost sharing amount latest by 15 August 2022 

citing “CSF AGM” through one of the following channels: 

 
a. Bank transfer (preferred): 

IBAN FR 3 920 041 010 011 967 415 N 02 275 
BIC PS STF RPP BOR 

b. PayPal directly into the CSFS account. The account is run under the email address 
ken.sue.napier@gmail.com 
 

mailto:ken.sue.napier@gmail.com


8 

 

 

 
 
Members who cancel their attendance by latest 10 September 2022, will 
receive a refund of € 150. 
 

3. Assumed outlays to be paid individually by each guest (information wise) 
 

a. Hotel Oriente (or equivalent) in Barcelona 
Ludwig booked for one night a double via booking.com at  € 160 

b. AVE speed train Barcelona-Sants to Figueres Vilafant & return. €   50 
Possibly for easier management we buy a group ticket when 
we can oversee who goes by train and who by car. The train is 
recommended as the drive from Barcelona to Roses is not beautiful. 

c. Hotel Terraza (or equivalent) in Roses 
Ludwig booked for two nights a double with sea view directly  € 460 

  (Rooms without sea view are less costly) 

 

 

MISCELLANOUS 
 

All the above subject to changes.  
 

Those who do not eat meat or fish or have other special food requirements, please inform, so 

that we can plan accordingly. 

 
In case of questions call: 

a. Ludwig Heuse, on program:  +49 174 300 71 29 
b. Sue Napier, on money: +44 759 414 3253 

 
 
 
 


